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Editor's Notes 
The i dea  for th i s  i s sue was conceived short l y after the concl u s i on of the 
pane l ,  "Batt l i ng  Wh i te Sup remacy w i th Ethn i c  Stud ies" a t  the 34th annua l  confer­
ence of the Nat ion a l  Assoc i at ion for Ethn i c  Stud ies in  San Franc i sco.  A suggest ion 
was  made to pub l i s h  a spec i a l  i s sue on a s u bject exp lo r i ng  "Cr i t i c a l  Race Stu d ies" 
or  "Crit i ca l  Wh i te Stud ies ." As it turned out th ree of  the or ig i n a l  pane l  p resenters 
were i nterested in p a rt i c i pat i ng in the i n i t i at ive; h a rd l y  enough for a p ub l i cat ion .  
The a rt ic les  by Re i l and Rabaka, R. Soph i e  Statzel and I s abe l l  Cserno a re based on 
the i r conference papers .  As i t  fu rther turned out, I h ad  other  p apers i n  the rev iew 
process wh ich were themati ca l l y  cons i stent w i th the p ane l  p a pers. I be l i eve the ar­
t i c les  com pr i s i ng th i s  i s sue make a va l u a b l e  contr i but ion  to the ongo ing  d i s cou rse 
a bout the conti n u i ng  s ign i fi cance of  "race" i n  the Un i ted States and other soc iet ies .  
The contr i bu tors to th is  i s sue br ing our attent ion to some of the cont i n i ng  
and press ing matters rel a t i ng to  t he  domest ic  and i nternat iona l  ram i fi cat ions of  
wh i te sup remacy. I n  'The Sou l s  of  Wh i te Fo l k: WE.B. Dubo i s's  Cr i t i que  of Wh i te 
Sup remacy and the Contr i b ut ions to Cri t i c a l  Wh i te Stud ies" Re i l and Rabaka  p ro ­
v i des an  ana l ys i s  of DuBo i s's  a rt i c l e  "The Sou l s  of  Wh i te Fo l k" a nd  i ts cr i t i q u e  o f  
wh i te su premacy. The author a rgues j u s t  as d i d  DuB ios, Afri cana  Stud i es m ust 
jo in the cr i t i c a l  wh i te stud i es d i scou rse.  R. Soph i e  Statze l 's  a rt i c l e  'The Aparthe i d  
Consc i ence: Gender, Race, a nd  Re- i m ag i n i ng t h e  Wh i te N at ion i n  Cyberspace" 
exp lores the extent to wh i ch an a p a rthe id  mora l i ty ex i sts in the Un i ted States .  By 
d rawing on i nS ights from cr i t i c a l  wh i te stud ies she exam i nes the d i scourse ca rr ied 
out th rough the on l i ne hub of  a contem pora ry wh i te n at i ona l i s t  movement, Storm ­
front.org. The author observes that  there a re h i stor i c a l  and  contem porary reasons 
for organ izat ions such  as  th i s  to fl our i sh .  Jonathan Gay les  and Sarah  Tob i n' s  a r­
t i c l e, 'Wh i te Concept ions of  Rac i a l  H i e ra rchy: Tem pora ry versus Perm anent Pref­
erences" i s  an emp i r i c a l l y  b ased a rgument that  some wh i te Ameri cans ho l d  to a 
pers i stent bel i ef  that  Afri can Amer icans a re a SOC i a l l y  d i stant grou p. 'Wh i teness 
Stud ies and the Co lon i a l  Aesthet i c :  Western Popu l a r  Cul tu re and  the Rep resenta ­
t ions  of  Race" by I s abe l l Cserno i s  an  ana l ys i s  of and commentary about  how the 
aesthet i c of "wh i teness" was/i s used to ma i nta i n  co lon i a l  dom inance of  i nd igenous 
peop les' c u l tu ra l  p roducts. In the fi n a l  a rt i c l e, "Refl ect i ons on Rac i a l  I dent i fy and  
the  B l ack  Movement i n  the Un i ted States and Braz i l" Dav id  Cov i n  br i ngs to  ou r  
attent i on how t he  construct of race i s  understood and exper ienced i n  t he  Afr i can  
d i aspora .  Th i s  a rt i c l e  br i ngs to the forefront how Afri can  peop l e  can  deve lop  d i f­
ferent concept ions of  themsel ves i n  d i fferent spaces, p l a ces and  t imes .  
These a rt i c les  d raw our attent ion to the ongo i ng  d i scourse on race and 
cha l lenge scho l a rs to be m i ndfu l  of  the wide swath covered by the convers at i on  
a bout"race stud ies." 
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The Souls of White Folk 
The Souls of White Folk: W.E.B. Du Bois's 
Critique of White Supremacy and 
Contributions to Critical White Studies 
Reiland Rabaka 
University of Colorado at Boulder 
Wh ite fo l ks know n iggers t a l k, an  they dont m i nd jes so long a s  
noth i ng  comes of i t, so here goes .  (Toomer, 1993, p .  90) 
Th is  race ta l k  i s, of  cou rse, a joke, and freq uent ly  i t  has d r i ven me insane and  
probab l y  w i l l  perm anent ly i n  the fu tu re; and yet, seri ous l y  and  
soberl y, we b l ack  fo l k  a re the s a l vat ion of  m ank ind .  
(Ou Bo i s, 1995,  pA70) 
Anti-Racism and Radical Pol ities,  White Supremacy 
and Critical Social Theory 
Trad i t iona l l y  "wh i te su premacy" h a s  been treated in race and rac i sm  d i s ­
course as wh i te dom i nat ion of  a nd  wh i te d i scr i m i nat ion aga i nst non -wh i tes, a n d  
espec i a l l y  b l acks .  I t  i s  a term t h a t  often ca rr ies a p r im ar i l y  lega l a n d  po l i t i c a l  con ­
notat ion, wh i ch  has  been c l a i med t ime and t ime aga i n  to be best exe m p l i fi ed  by  
the h i stor i c  events and contem pora ry effects of: Afr i can  ho locaust, ens l avement 
and co lon i zat ion; the "fa i l u re" of reconstru ct ion, the r i tu a l  of  l ynch i ng  and the r i se  
of J im Crow segregat ion i n  the Un i ted States; and ,  wh i te co lon i a l  and  rac i a l  r u l e  
throughout Afr ica, a nd  espec i a l l y  a p a rthe id  i n  South Afr i ca  (Ce l l ,  1982; Fredr i ck -
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son, 1981; Marx, 1998; S h a p i ro, 1988) .  Cons i der i ng the fact tha t  state - sanct ioned 
segregat ion and b l ac k  po l i t i c a l  d i senfranch i sement h ave seemed to come to an 
end,  "wh i te s u p remacy" i s  now seen as c l ass i c a l  nomenc l atu re wh i ch  no l onger 
refers to contem pora ry rac i a l  and soc i a l  cond i t ions .  However, i nstead  of  be i ng  
a rel i c  of  the p ast that  refers to  a n  odd or embarrass i ng moment  i n  the Un i ted 
States and South Afri ca's (among many other rac i s t  n at ions and  emp i res') m a rch 
towa rd m u l t i cu l tura l  democracy, i t  rema i ns one of the most a pp ropr i ate ways to 
c h a racter ize cu rrent rac i a l  nat ion a l  and i nternat ion a l  cond i t ions .  Wh i ch, i n  other 
words,  i s  to say that wh i te sup remacy has  been and rema i n s  centra l to moder­
n i ty (and "postmodern i ty") because "modern i ty" (espec i a l l y  i n  the sense that t h i s  
term i s  be i ng  used i n  European and Amer i c an  academ i c  and aesthet ic d i scou rse) 
reeks of  rac i a l  dom i nat ion and d i sc ri m i n at ion (Go ldberg, 1990, 1993; M i l l s ,  1998, 
2003; Out l aw, 1996, 2005) .  I t  i s  an  epoch (or aggregate of eras) wh i ch  symbo l ­
i zes  not s i m p l y  the i nvent ion  of race, bu t  the perfect ion of a p a rt i c u l a r  s pec ies  of  
g loba l  rac i sm :  wh i te s up remacy. Hence, modern i ty i s  not mere ly  the moment of  
the i nvent ion  of  race, bu t  more, as  Theodore A l l en  (1994, 1997) a rgues i n  The 
I nvent ion of  the Wh i te Race, i t  served a s  an i n cubator for the i nvent ion of  the 
wh i te race and  a pecu l i a r pan -Eu ropean i sm pred i cated on the rac i a l  ru l i ng, c u l ­
tu ra l  degradat ion and,  a t  t imes, phys i c a l  dec im at ion of the l i fe -wor lds  of  peop le  
of  co l o r. 
I n  "The Sou l s  of  Wh i te Fo l k," wh i ch  was i n i ti a l l y  pub l i s hed i n  the I nde­
pendent i n  1 910,  then su bstant i a l l y  rev i sed and pub l i shed i n  Da rkwater i n  1920, 
Du Bo i s  (1995) stated, "Everyth i ng cons idered, the t i t le  to the un i verse c l a i med by 
Wh i te Fo l k  i s  fau l ty" (p .  454) .  Long before the recent d i scou rse on cr i t i c a l  race 
theory and cr i t i c a l  wh i te stud ies, Du Bo i s  ca l led i n to q uest ion wh i te su per iori ty 
and  wh i te p ri v i l ege, and the poss i b i l i ty of  wh i te racelessness and/o r  wh i te rac i a l  
neutra l i ty a n d  un i vers a l i ty. He wa s  o n e  of  the fi rst theor i sts to c ha rt t h e  ch anges 
in race rel a t ions  from de ju re to de facto forms of wh i te su premacy, referr ing to 
i t, as  ear l y  as  1910,  a s  "the new re l ig ion of wh i teness" (p .  454). 
Wh i te s up rem acy wou l d  or  w i l l  not end un l ess and unt i l the v a l ues  and  
v iews endem i c  to  i t  and assoc i a ted with  i t  were or a re rejected and rep l a ced by 
rad ica l  - and,  I am wont to say, fo l l ow ing  the cr i t i c a l  pedagogue Peter McLaren 
(1997), "revo l ut ionary" mu l t i cu ltu ra l  and uncomprom i s i ng  eth i c a l  v iews and v a l ­
ues .  The reject ion of wh i te s up remacy a nd  t h e  rep l a cement of wh i te sup remac i s t  
v iews and va l ues i nvo l ves not on ly  b l acks and other peop le  of  co lor, but  wh i tes 
as  wel l .  As the exam p les of  the Em anC i pat ion Proc l am at ion, Reconstruct ion, and 
the Civ i l  R ights movement i n d i cate, changes i n  the l aw and i ts i n terpretat i on 
and a p p l i cat ion do not a lways trans l ate i n to rac i a l  j ust ice and soc i a l  transforma ­
t i on  (Berry, 1994; H igg inboth am,  1978, 1996; K ing, 1995) .  Wh ite supremacist 
soci a l  v i ews and  v a l ues l i nger long after amendments h ave been made  and l aws 
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ch anged. Therefore, l aw-focused cr i t i c a l  wh i te stud i es, and cr i t i c a l  race theory 
p rov ide at best on ly  p a rt of  the p i ctu re (Bon i l l a -Si l va ,  2001; De lgado, 1995; De l ­
gado & Stefanc i c, 1997; Essed & Go ldberg, 2001) .  
The concept ion and cr i t i q ue of wh i te s up rem acy that I develop here does 
not seek to s i destep  soc io - I ega l  race d i scourse as  much as i t  i ntends to s u pp le ­
ment  i t  with Du Bo is  and others' work  i n  rad i c a l  po l i t i c s  and  cr i t i c a l  soc i a l  theory 
(C l a rk & O'Donne l l ,  1999; Doane & Bon i l l a -Si l va, 2003; H i l l , 1997; Nakaya m a  
& Mart in, 1999; Sefa Dei ,  Ka rum anchery & Karumanchery-Lu i k, 2004; Rabaka,  
2007, forthcomi ng) . One of the ma i n  reasons th i s  s u pp lementa l  app roach to cr i t i ­
c a l  wh i te stud ies (and cr i t i c a l  race theo ry) i s  i m portant i s  because typ i ca l l y  l ega l  
stud ies of race confi ne  theor i sts to  pa rt i cu l a r  nat i ona l  soc i a l  and po l i t i c a l  a renas ,  
wh ich i s  p rob lemat i c  cons ider ing the fact that  wh i te s up remacy i s  an  i ntern a ­
t iona l  or  g loba l  rac i s t  system (M i l l s , 1999) .  Du Bo i s  (1995) dec l a red, "wh i teness 
i s  the owners h i p  of  the ea rth forever and ever, Amen!" (p .  454). Here he i s  s a r ­
don ica l l y  h i nt ing at the c a rd i n a l  d i fference between wh i te s up remacy and most  
other forms of rac i sm :  i ts worl dw ide  h istor i ca l ,  cu l tu ra l ,  soc i a l ,  po l i t i c a l ,  l ega l ,  
and econom i c  i nfl uence and imp act. Wh i te s up remacy serves as the g l ue  th at  
connects and comb i nes rac i sm to  co lon i a l i sm,  and rac i sm to  cap i t a l i sm .  I t  h a s  a l so 
been i l l ustrated that  i t  exacerbates sex i sm by sex i ng  rac i sm and rac i ng  sex i sm ,  to 
put  it unpretentious l y. Th us, wh i te s up remacy as a g l oba l  rac i sm i n tersects and  
i nterconnects with  sex i sm,  and pa rt i cu l a r ly  patr i a rchy as a g l oba l  system that  op­
presses and den ies  women's human d ign i ty and r ight  to  be h uman l y  d i fferent from 
men, the ru l i ng gender (Dav is, 1981, 1989, 1998; hooks, 1981, 1984, 1991, 1995; 
Lorde, 1984; Ra baka, 2003c, 2004). 
With regard to Du Bo i s's  cr i t i q ue  of wh i te s up remacy, i t  i s  not s i m p l y  a 
g loba l  and soci a l  phenomenon, but  a persona l  and  po l i t i c a l  one as wel l .  Th at i s  
to s ay  t h a t  for Du Bo i s  wh i te su premacy i s  s imu l taneous l y  system ic  and system ­
at ic, a n d  a l so a matter of  rac i s t  cu l tu ra l  mores and  manners, wh i c h  teeter-totter 
between idea l i st, mater i a l i st, and  construct i on i s t  accounts of  race. An i dea l i st ac ­
count  of race says s imp ly  (or, not  so s imp l y) that  wh i te rac i sm aga i nst non-wh i tes, 
and  es pec i a l l y  b l acks, i s  not so much a m atter of race as i t  i s  of  cu l tu re .  Rac i a l  i d e ­
a l i sts a rgue t h a t  European cu ltu re and i ts p re -co lon i a l  h i story of co lor- symbo l i sm  
a n d  re l ig iOUS v iews - su c h  as, Europeans' concept ions of  themse lves as  "c i v i l i zed" 
wh i tes and non -wh i tes as  "wi l d," "s avage" Others; the pos i t i ve and negative a s ­
soc i at ions rega rd i ng  the co lors wh i te and b l a ck; and ,  the ways i n  wh i c h  the i r  rac ­
i s t  cu l tu ra l  i nte rpretat ions of  Ch ri st i a n i ty s up port no t  on l y  the wh i te/b l ack  co l o r  
valu at ions and deva l u at ions bu t  t he  "c i v i l i ze and Ch ri st i an i ze" m iss ions o f  Eu ro ­
pe an  co lon i a l i sm a nd  i m peri a l i sm - set t h e  stage for what wou l d  l ater become  
rac i sm a nd  wh i te su premacy (Fredr i ckson, 1987; Horsman, 1986; Jord a n, 1977) .  
Materi a l i s t  accounts of  race, wh i ch  a re p ri m a r i l y  i n sp i red by M a rx i st 
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theory, m a i nta i n  th at rac i sm does not h ave to do with cu l tu re as much as i t  does 
po l i t i c a l  economy. Europeans needed a cheap l a bor  force to extra -exp l o i t  and 
work the i r  new ly  and  i m peri a l l y  acq u i red conti nents, countr ies, co lon i a l  sett l e ­
ments and  p l a ntat ions .  For t he  rac i a l  mater i a l i sts i t  was  no t  a bout  re l ig ion o r  c i v i ­
l i za t ion  o r  sc i ence, bu t  a n  econom i cs and po l i t i cs reduced to i t s  l owest and most 
rac i s t  l eve l  (Cox, 1959, 1987; Genovese, 1965, 1969, 1974, 1979; C .L.R .  James, 
1963, 1995,  1996; E. Wi l l i a ms, 1966) . F i n a l l y, rac i a l  construct ion i sts contend that 
race i s  a n  outgrowth of h uman be ings' i nherent ethnocentr i sm,  but that rac i sm 
i s  a resu l t  of  Europe's  push  for g loba l  dom inance. I n  th i s  v i ew, no matter who 
i nvented race, i ts reasons for or ig inat ion,  and whether  i t  i s  sc i ent i fi c a l l y  sound ,  
i t  i s  a n  a rt i fact that  most  modern (and "postmodern") human be i ngs use ,  e i ther  
conSc io u s l y  o r  unconsc ious l y, to  make i nterpersona l ,  soc io - cu l tura l  and po l i t i co­
econom i c  dec i s i ons .  'Wh i tes" and "non -wh i tes" do not  ex i s t  pr ior  to  the i m peri a l  
exp a ns i on  tha t  he l ped to b i rth,  ra i se  a n d  rea r  Eu ropean modern i ty. But, t h i s  i s  
a l l  bes i de  the po i n t  t o  t he  construct ion i sts . What i s  re levant i s  t he  i nvent ion  of  
wh i teness and  i ts c l ass i c a l  and contem porary uses  and abuses, and  the ways i t  
h a s  evo lved over  severa l centu r i es, trans i t i on i ng from de j u re to  de facto form, and 
transform ing  the rac i a l  ru les  and ethn i c  eth i cs  of who counts as  "wh i te" and  "non­
wh i te" (A l l en, 1994, 1997; Go ld berg, 1993, 1997, 2001; Ha rr is ,  1999; Lopez, 
1 995, 1996; Om i  & Winant, 1994; Roed iger, 1994, 1999) .  
Critical Race Theory, Critical Social  Theory, and 
"The Souls of White Folk" 
Du Bo i s's  wr i t i ngs on race do not fi t n i ce ly  and neat ly  i n to any of  the 
a fo rement ioned accounts of race .  As even a cursory rev iew of h is  concepts of  
race and  cr i t i q ues of rac i sm revea l ,  at d i fferent i nterva l s  throughout  h i s  long l i fe 
and  c a reer  he  h a rbored what  wou ld  cu rrent ly be cons i dered as pects of each  of  
the th ree accounts of race d i scussed above. For Du Bo i s, as I i nt i m ated ear l i e r, 
wh i te s u p remacy was  not s imp l y  a g loba l  and soc i a l  phenomenon, bu t  a persona l  
and  po l i t i c a l  one as wel l .  Hence, h i s  assert ion, i n  "The Sou l s  of Wh i te Fo l k" :  "The 
d iscovery of persona l  wh i teness among the worl d's peop les i s  a very modern 
th i ng" (1995, p .  453) .  Ta ke speC i a l  note of the connect i on Du Bo i s  makes be­
tween "persona l  wh i teness" and "modern i ty," to use the l a tter term loose ly. H i s  
d i a l ecti c a l  a pp roach to wh i te sup rem acy accents i ts i nterconnecti ons w i th other 
systems of  oppress ion because i n  h is  cr i t i c a l  soc io-theoreti c a l  framework rac i sm 
i s  one of severa l "very modern" i ntersect ing hegemon i c  var i a b les .  But, i t  i s  wh i te 
s up remacy's g lob a l i ty, the fact that  i t  i s  a rac i s t  g loba l  system or "rac i a l  po l i ty," as 
Cha rl es M i l l s (1999) ma i nta ins, that  ma rks i t  for m uch - needed cr i t i cal theoretical 
cons iderat ion .  
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I n  h i s  cr i t i que  of  the g l oba l  as pects of  wh i te sup remacy, Du Bo is  engaged 
i ts or ig ins  and evo l ut ion (s), locat ing i ts genes i s ,  u n i q ueness and  u b i q u i to usness 
in European i m per i a l  g l oba l  expans ion, dom i nat i on, and co lon i zat ion (Rab a ka,  
2003a, 2005) .  Wh at  d i st i ngu i shed wh i te s up remacy from loca l ,  nat ion a l  and 
reg iona l  rac i sms, such as  those that  ex i st between certa i n  non -wh i te grou ps,  i s  
i ts i nternationa l  i m peri a l  natu re and modern worl d - h i stor i c  i n fl uence and effects .  
At the heart of the h i story of  wh i te s u premacy, as  q u iet  as i t  i s  kept, is a p ro ­
longed pract i ce a n d  p romot ion of  an  extreme ly  acute form o f  cu l tura l  rac i sm and  
cu l tura l  theft. For Du Bo i s  (1995),  wh i tes were "su per-men" and "worl d - master­
i ng  dem i -gods" with  "feet of c l ay" (p .  456). By wh i c h  he  meant, wh i tes, w i th  a l l  
the i r  c l a ims  o f  su per ior i ty and "su per- h uman i ty," were o r  a ppeared su per- strong 
because they b u i l t the i r  emp i re (s) on the i nvent ions and i nnovat ions, and on the 
cu l tu res and contr i b ut ions of the peop le  of  co lo r  they co lon i zed (p .  457) .  But, a s  
t he  "super-men" w i t h  "feet of  c l ay" comment revea l s ,  the co lored and co lon ized 
were wel l aware of  wh i tes' weakness(es), of  the i r  Ach i l l es' hee l (s ) :  The i r  i m per i a l  
p u s h  for g loba l  dom in at ion,  t h a t  i s, t h e i r  centur i es - spann i ng  p roject(s) of  sett i ng  
u p  systems of oppress ion  unwitt i ng ly  and i ron i ca l l y  created i n tra - imper i a l  c u l tura l  
tens i ons, rac i s t  s i b l i ng r iva l ries  amongst themse lves, and a l so  created the context 
and l a i d  the found at ion for the very ant i - i m peri a l  co loredlco lon ized h ammer  tha t  
wou l d  smash  the i m per i a l  wh i te "s u per-men's" "feet of  c l ay." I n  "The Sou l s  o f  
Wh i te Fo l k," Du Bo i s  (1995) asserted :  
The greatness of Europe has  l a i n  i n  t he  w idth  of t he  stage on wh i c h  she  
has  p l ayed her  p a rt, the strength of  the found at ions on wh i ch  she  has  bu i l ded,  and  
a natu ra l ,  h uman  a b i l i ty no  wh i t  greater ( i f  as great) t han  that  of other d ays and 
races. I n  other words, the deeper reasons for the tr i u m p h  of Eu ropean c i v i l i za t ion  
l i e  qu i te outs ide  and beyond Europe - back i n  the un i vers a l  struggles of a l l  m a n ­
k ind .  Why, then, i s  Europe great? Because of  t h e  found at ions wh i c h  t h e  m ighty 
past h ave fu rn i shed her  to b u i l d  u pon :  the i ron trade of  anc i ent, b l ack  Afr ica ,  the 
rel ig ion and emp i re- b u i l d i ng  of  yel l ow As i a, the a rt and  sc i ences of the "d ago" 
Med i terranean shore, east, south,  and west, as wel l as north .  And,  where she  h a d  
b u i l ded secu re ly  u pon th i s  great  past  a n d  l e a rned from i t  s he  h as gone forward to 
greater  and more sp l end i d  h uman  tr i um ph;  bu t  where she  has  ignored th i s  p ast  
and forgotten and sneered at i t, she  has  shown the c l oven hoof of  poor, cru c i fi ed  
h uman i ty - she has  p l ayed, l i ke other  emp i res gone, the wor ld foo l! If, then,  
European tr i um phs  i n  cu l tu re have been greater, so,  too, may her  fa i l u res h ave 
been greater. (p .  459) 
Here Du Bois notes major  "gi fts" or  contr i but ions to cu l ture and c i v i l i z a ­
t ion t ha t  var ious peop le  of co l o r  h ave made throughout  human  h i story, m any of  
them i n  the i r  p re-co lon i a l  (or, rather  p re -European co lon i a/) per iods .  He  does  no t  
d i m i n i s h  or attempt  to  downp l ay t he  "greatness of  Europe," but  observes t ha t  
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"the tr i u m p h  of European c i v i l i zat ion l i e  q u i te outs i de  and  beyond Europe." From 
Du  Bo i s' s  (1986) rac i a l  frame of  reference, each ethnocu l tura l  group  or, rather, 
each  "race" h a s  a "great  message . .  . for  h uman i ty" (p .  820) .  He was  extreme ly  
confi dent i n  the greatness of  Afr i cana  peop les' p ast and p resent g i ft(s) and  s p i r i t  
of  g i v i ng, even i n  the face of and often, i t  seemed, i n  sp i te of the i r  endu rance and 
exper ience of  ho locaust, ens l avement, co lon izat ion,  segregat ion,  and so forth .  
One of  the ma in  reasons Du Bo is  be l i eved b l ack  fo l k  were un i q ue l y  "g i ft­
ed," and the i r  "gi fts" were espec i a l l y  v a l u ab l e  w i th rega rd to wor ld cu l tu re and 
c i v i l i za t ion  was  because the i r  ant i - rac i s t  (and ant i - co lon i a \ ) struggle strateg ies  
and  tact ics  had h i stor i ca l l y  and cons i stent ly been d i fferent from those of a ny other 
h uman  gro up. Th i s  i s  so ,  i n  Du Bo i s's  cu l tu ra l  g i ft theory, on account of  the fact 
that in wh i te s up remac is t  soc i a l  h i e ra rchy Afr icans a re the ant i thes i s  of  Eu rope­
ans, o r  b l acks a re the s ubhuman  oppos i te of wh i te h umans .  Aga i n, i t  i s  a c u l tu ra l  
as  op posed to b io l og i ca l  concept ion of  race that  D u  Bo i s  opts for to cr i t i q ue  and  
comba t  wh i te s up remacy and  advocate Afr i cana  un i ty. I n  The Educat ion  of  B l ack  
Peop l e, he  stated :  "Bio log i c a l l y  we a re m i ng led of a l l  conceiv ab l e  e lements, bu t  
race i s  psycho logy, no t  b i o logy; and psycho logi c a l l y  we  a re a u n i fi ed  race w i t h  
one  h i s to ry, one  red memory, and one  revo l t" (1973, p .  100) .  
H is  "gi ft theory," l i ke h is  overa l l  p h i losophy of race,  h i nged on  a con­
cept ion of  cu l ture that  was i ncreas i ng ly  i n formed by conti nenta l and d i as poran 
Afr i can  h i story, rad i c a l  po l i t i cs, and soc i a l  theory. J u st as  he  rhetori ca l l y  asked 
and  answered the q uest ion, 'What, then, i s  a race 7," i n  "The Conservat ion of 
Races," Du Bo i s's  b u rgeon ing  ant i - b io logi c a l  and pro-soc iocu l tu ra l  concept ion of 
race cr i t i ca l l y  q uer ied cu l tu re. I f  race i s  not b io l og i ca l  and i t  i s  i ndeed cu l tu ra l ,  as 
Du Bo i s  came to c l a im, then, one of the fi rst th i ngs we need to fi nd out  i s  how 
he  conce i ved of  cu l tu re .  I w i l l  l eave it to Du Bois to e l aborate h is p h i l osophy of  
c u l tu re and  i ts  connect ion (s) to  h i s  p h i l osophy of  race. I n  The Educat ion of B l ack  
Peop le, he  rhetori c a l l y  q uer ied, 'What  i s  a cu l tu re?" Then, he contended :  
I t  i s  a ca refu l  Know ledge of the Past  out  of wh ich  the group  a s  such  has  
emerged :  i n  our  case a knowledge of Afr i can  h i story and soc i a l  deve lopment­
one of  the r i chest and  most i ntr igu i ng  wh i c h  the wor ld h a s  known. Our  h i story i n  
America,  north,  south and Car i b bean,  h a s  been a n  extraord i n a ry one wh i ch we 
must know to understand ou rselves and our  wor ld .  The exper ience through wh i ch  
ou r  ancestors have gone for fou r  hundred years i s  p a rt of our  bone and s i new 
whether we know it or  not. The method wh i ch  we evo lved for oppos i ng  s l avery 
and  figh t ing prejud i ce a re not to be forgotten, but  l earned fo r ou r  own and oth ­
ers' i nstruct i on .  We must understand the d i fferences i n  soc i a l  p rob l ems between 
Afr ica ,  the West I n d i es, South and Centra l America ,  not on ly  among the Negroes 
but those affect ing I nd i ans  and other m i nor ity grou ps .  P l ans  for the future of our 
group  m ust be b u i l t  on a b ase of our p rob lems, our d reams  and frustrat i ons; they 
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cannot stem from em pty a i r  or su ccessfu l l y  be b ased on  the exper iences of  others 
a l one. (1973, pp.  143 -144) 
Begi nn i ng w i th "a ca refu l  Knowledge of  the Past," both conti nenta l and  
d i as poran, Du Bo i s' s  defi n i t ion of  cu l tu re takes a h a rd tu rn  towa rd "exper ience" 
and he states that  the l i ved-exper i ences of "ou r  ancestors" a re "part of ou r  bone 
and s i new whether we know i t  o r  not." I n  fact, "we must know" ''[o] u r  h i sto ry"  
i n  Afr ica ,  t he  Amer i c a s  - for Du Bo is  t h i s  i s  t he  Un i ted States north and south ,  
Centra l and South Amer ica  - and the Cari b bean, i n  order  to "understand o u r­
se lves and our  worl d ." So, bes ides be ing  grou nded h i s tor i ca l l y  i n  cont i nenta l and  
d i as poran Afr ican l i ved - ex per iences, Du Bo i s's concept of  cu l ture grav i tates and  
grows toward an ex per ient i a l  and ex i stent i a l  exp lo rat ion and ex p l anat ion of  Af­
r i cana l i fe -wor lds ,  of  Afr i cana  actu a l i t i es, past  and p resent. I n  other words, i f  
i ndeed cu l tu re h a s  to d o  with " a  ca refu l  Know ledge of  t h e  Past out of  wh i c h  the 
group  as such has  emerged," the "Past" i n  Du Bo i s's  t h i nk i ng  was  much more t han  
h i stor i ca l ,  i t  was a l so  cu l tu ra l .  
Cu l tu re i s  t h e  tota l i ty of  thought a n d  p ract ice by wh i c h  a peop le  c rea tes 
i tsel f, ce lebrates, susta i ns and deve lops i tse l f  and i ntroduces i tse l f  to h i story and 
human i ty. Moreover, cu l ture i s  the thought- ,  be l i ef- and  va l ue - systems and tra d i ­
t ions that peop le  create, extend a n d  expand to not o n l y  ma ke sense of t h e  wor ld ,  
but  a l so to a l te r  i t  i n  the i r  own and others' best i n te rests. Th at i s  why Du Bo i s  
asserted a bove: "The method wh i ch we evo l ved for oppos ing s l avery and fight i ng 
prejud i ce a re not  to  be forgotten, but  l ea rned for our own and others' i nstruc­
t ion." Here he i s  suggest ing that  c l ass i c a l  Afr i cana  ant i - rac i s t  and ant i - co lon i a l  
l i berat ion thought a n d  p ract ice i n  t h e  fight aga i nst wh i te s up rem acy ("s l a ve ry"  
and "prejud i ce") cou l d  and shou ld  be i nstruct i ona l  for contem pora ry Afri c ana  and  
other oppressed peop le .  I n  Du Bo is's g irt theory, th i s  i s  one of  Afri cana  peop les' 
greatest g i fts and/or  cu l tu ra l  contr i but ions :  the i r  s p i r i t  of  struggle, sacr i fi ce, and  
service i n  t he  i nterest  of soc i a l  transformat ion and human  l i berat ion .  
I n  "The Conservat i on of Races," Du Bo i s  (1986) dec l a red :  'We be l i eve 
that the Negro peop l e, as a race, h ave a contr i but ion to ma ke to c i v i l i zat ion and  
h uman ity, wh i ch  no other race can  m ake" (p .  825) . He he ld  t h i s  be l i ef  p ri m ar ­
i l y  for two reasons .  Fi rst, i t  was based on Afri ca's past, "one of  the r i ches t  and  
most  i n tr igu i ng  wh i ch  the wor ld  h a s  known." Most  race  a nd/or  rac i s t  sc ient i sts 
at  the turn of  the twent ieth centu ry e i ther  had no know ledge of  Afr i ca's  past, o r  
they were aware of  i t  a n d  developed the i r  rac i st theor ies to counter  c l a im s  of  the 
greatness of  Afr i can ant i q u i ty. As Du Bo is  (1995) put  i t  i n  h i s  c l a s s i c  1923 ess ay  
"The  Super ior  Race": "li ons h ave no h i stor i ans" (p .  474) . By  wh i ch  he  wished  to 
i m p l y  that  even though the l i on is un i versa l l y  revered as the "k ing of jung l e," i t  
i s  nonethe less an a n ima l  and ,  therefore, h a s  n o  h i sto ry and,  thus, n o  need of  h i s ­
tor i ans .  I t  i s  on ly  h u m a n  be ings w h o  c a n  ma ke h i story a n d  c reate cu l tu re, a n d  i n  
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a wh i te s up remac i st wor ld b l a cks a re not h uman,  bu t  s u bhuman .  Therefo re, the 
h i s to ry and  cu l tu re that  Afr icans  d id i n  fact p rodu ce in  anc ient  epochs, o r  i n  the 
p re -co lon i a l  per iod,  i s  v iewed as  e i ther  i nfl uenced by or  der ivat ive of  Eu ropean 
cu l tu re, or  a "prim i ti ve" a ttempt to  im i tate and emu l a te European cu l tu re, us u a l l y  
G reco -Roman  cu l tu re. Du Bo i s's  cr i t i q ue of a n d  counter to these c l a i ms c a n  b e  
found  i n  h i s  watershed works i n  t h e  a rea  of Afri can h i stor iogra phy. For exa m p le, 
works such  as ,  The Negro (1915 [200m, Afr ica ,  I ts Geogra phy, Peop l e  and  Prod ­
ucts (1930), Afr i ca- Its P l ace i n  Modern H i story (1930), B l ack  Fo l k  Then  and  
Now :  An  Es say  on  the H i story and Socio logy of  t he  Negro Race (1939),  Co lo r  and  
Democracy :  Co lon i es and Peace (1945), The  Wor ld  and Afr i ca  (1947 [1965]) ,  and  
Afr i c a :  An  Essay Toward a H i story of the Conti nent of  Afr i ca  and I ts I n h a b i tants 
(1961 ) .  
The second reason Du Bo i s  be l i eved that  Afr i cana  peop les  h a d  a s ign i fi ­
cant  contr i bu t ion  to m ake to cu l tu re a n d  c i v i l i zat ion w a s  because of  the i r  end u r­
a nce and  exper iences of  ho locaust, ens l avement co lon i zat ion ,  segregat ion and  
so on,  h a d  "gi fted" them with  "second-s ight" a s  he  put  i t  i n  The Sou l s  of B l ack  
Fo l k  (1986, p .  364) . Th i s  "second-s ight" enab led  b l a c k  fo l k  to  see  t h i ngs that  
others cou l d  not on account of the spec if ic i t ies  of the i r  h i stor i c i ty. That  i s  to  say, 
Du Bo i s  be l i eved that  b l a c ks' contem porary "gi ft" to cu l tu re and c i v i l i zat ion h ad  
to  do  w i th  the i r  p a rt i cu l a r  a nd  pecu l i a r  pos i t ion i n  and struggle(s) aga i nst one  of  
the m ajor  systems  of oppress ion p l agu ing  peop le  i n  the modern  moment: wh i te 
s u p rem acy. Du Bo i s's  be l i e f  that  Afri cana  peop le  h ave a "great mess age . .  . for  
h uman i ty" l ed  h im to  a l i fe - long cr i t i que  of wh i te sup remacy th at  i s  bes t  exem­
p l i fi ed  by works s u c h  a s :  "Race Fr ict ion Between B l a c k  and Wh i te" (1908),  "The  
Sou l s  of Wh i te Fo l k" (1910), "Of The  Cu l tu re of Wh i te Fo l k" (1917), 'Wh i te Co­
Workers" (1920), "The  Sou l s  of Wh i te Fo l k" (1920), "The  Su per ior Race" (1923), 
"The  Wh i te Worker"  (1935),  "The Wh i te Pro l etar i a t  in A l a b ama, Georg i a ,  and 
F lo ri d a" (1935) ,  "The  Wh i te Wor ld" (1940) and "The  Wh i te Fo l k  H ave a R ight  
to  Be Ashamed" (1949) .  Of these works, "The Sou l s  of Wh i te Fo l k," p u b l i shed i n  
Da rkwater :  Vo i ces With i n  the Ve i l  (1920), and wh i ch  recasts and  comb i nes Du 
Bo is's 1910 essay by that  name and h i s  fresh l y  penned p i ece, "Of the Cu l tu re of  
White Fol k" (1917), offers h i s  most  susta i ned and soph i st i cated statement aga i nst 
wh i te su p remacy, as i t  not on ly cr i t i q ues wh i te s up remacy, but  represents and 
regi s ters as  one of the fi rst attem pts to expose wh i te sup remacy's  i nfl uences on 
and i n terconnect ions with  other systems of oppress ion,  such as co lon i a l i sm and 
cap i t a l i sm .  
As h i s  p h i losophy of race and cr i t i que  of wh i te s up remacy evo lved, so 
too d i d  Du Bo i s's g i ft theo ry. I t  began i nnocent l y enough as a c l a im  that  Afr i cana  
peop le, "as  a race, h ave a contr i but ion to  make to  c i v i l i zat ion and  h uman i ty, wh i c h  
no other race can  m ake" (1986, p .  825). Then, i t  grew grad u a l l y  i nto a charge to 
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contempora ry Afr i cana  peop le  to emu l ate and audac ious ly  endeavor to s u rpass 
the i r  ancesto rs' contr i but ions to cu l tu re and  c i v i l i zat ion .  In "The Conservat ion of  
Races," Du Bo i s  (1986) dec l a red :  
Man i fest l y some of the great  races of tod ay - pa rt i cu l a r ly  the Negro race 
- have not as  yet g iven to c iv i l i zat ion the fu l l  s p i r i tu a l  message wh i c h  
they a re c a p a b l e  of  g iv i ng. I w i l l  not s ay  t h a t  t h e  Negro race has  a s  yet 
g iven no message to the wor ld ,  for it is st i l l  a mooted q uest ion among 
sc ienti sts as  to  just  how fa r Egypt i an  c i v i l i zat ion was  Negro i n  i t s  or ig i n; 
i f  i t  was not who l l y  Negro, i t  was  certa i n l y  very c l ose ly  a l l i ed .  Be tha t  
as  i t  may, however, the fact st i l l  rema i ns that  the fu l l , com p lete Negro 
message of the who le  Negro race has  not as yet been given to the wor ld .  
( pp. 819 -820) 
From Du Bo is' s  opt i c, b l a cks had been unab l e  to g ive "ci v i l i zat ion the fu l l  
s p i ri tu a l  mess age wh i c h  they a re c apab l e  o f  g iv i ng" p ri m ar i l y  because o f  w h i te 
s up remacy and i ts enormous and unfathomab l e  effects on  Afr i cana  l i fe -wor lds  
and l i ved-exper iences .  H i s  ear ly  uncerta i n ty regard i ng the Afr i can  o rig ins  of  a n­
c i ent Egypti an c iv i l i zat ion was l a i d  to rest as  a resu l t  of  the research of  Franz 
Boas, Leo Froben i us,  and Ha rry Johnston, among others .  I f  Egypt, undoubted l y  
one o f  the greatest c l ass i c a l  c i v i l izat i ons, w a s  Afri can  or, at  the l east, i n i t i ated b y  
Afr icans - a s  D u  Bo is  documented i n  The Negro, B l ack  Fo l k  Then a n d  Now, and  
The Wor ld and Afr i ca  - then, i t  wou l d  be a great  d i sserv i ce to  modern Afri c a n a  
peop le  to argue t h a t  they h ave "gi ven no message to t he  worl d ." As he stu d ied  
and l earned more of Afr i ca's anc i en t  and p re-co lon i a l  p ast, Du Bo i s's  g i ft theory 
s h i fted i ts emphas i s  from Afr i cana  peop le  g iv i ng "the fu l l , comp l ete Negro mes­
sage . . .  to  the  worl d," to  accenti ng and h igh l ight ing c l as s i c a l  Afr ican contr i but ions  
to  cu l tu re and c iv i l i zat ion w i th an eye toward :  fi rst, confront ing and combat i ng  
the wh i te sup remac i st theses ot  of cou rse, wh i te su per i or i ty and b l ack i n fer iori ty 
and,  a l so, b l a cks' p u rported l ack  of h i story and cu l ture; second, p rov i d i ng  contem­
porary Afri cana  peop le  w i t h  c l a s s i c a l  Afr i cana  cu ltu ra l p a rad igms a nd  trad i t i o n a l  
mot i fs; a nd ,  fi n a l l y, offer ing a caveat to cont i nenta l and  d i as po ran  Afri cans  t h a t  
the i r  t a s k  i s  no t  s o  much  to give t he  defi n i t ive Afri c ana  message to t he  wor l d 
(someth i ng, on second thought, t h at may  never rea l l y  be pOSS i b l e) ,  bu t  to contr i b­
ute to and cont i nue the Afr i cana  struggle for freedom and j ust ice in the i r  age and  
l eave a l egacy for succeed i ng  generat ions .  
Gener ic  rac i sm,  i f  there i s  such  a t h i ng, essent i a l l y  enta i l s  rac i a l  dom i n a ­
t i o n  and  d i scr im i n at ion .  Wh i te s up remacy does no t  s imp l y  raC i a l l y  oppress, a s  
Du  Bo i s  asserted a bove. Be ing the frate rn a l  twi n  (or, a t  t he  l east, a s i b l i ng  o f  
some sort) of cap i ta l i sm  i t  raC i a l l y  oppresses i n  t h e  i n terest of  nonpa re i l  rac i a l i zed 
economic  exp lo i tat i on .  I t  symbo l i zes the i ntens i fi cat ion of  econom ic  exp l o i ta t ion  
by add ing  a rac i st d imens ion to  cap i t a l i st greed and  co lon i a l  ga i n .  H i ng i ng  on  a 
9 
The Souls of White Folk 
d i a bo l i c a l  d i a l ect ic  that  sees wh i tes as su per io r  and non-wh i tes as i n fer ior, wh i te 
su p remacy consumes the wor ld of co lor  and c l a ims non-wh i tes' contr i but ions  to 
h uman  cu l tu re and c iv i l i zat ion as European or  wh i te contr i but ions to c u l tu re and  
c i v i l i zat ion .  Th i s  i s  so because  from the wh i te su premac i st po in t  of  v iew, non­
wh i tes do  not now and h ave never possessed cu l tu re and c iv i l i zat ion and ,  there ­
fore, cou l d  n o t  poss i b l y  contr i bu te to t h e  (rekonstruct ion of  someth i ng  they d o  
n o t  n ow  and  h ave never possessed. Further, wh i te sup rem acy enab les  and  utter ly  
encou rages wh i tes to theoreti c a l l y  and cu l tu ra l l y  l oot the knowledge b a n ks and 
cu l tu ra l t reasu re troves of the co lo red wor ld ,  s im i l a r  to  the way  wh i tes d id  when 
they estab l i s hed rac i a l  co lon i a l i sm and co lon i a l  c ap i t a l i sm ,  because i t  i s  a g lo b a l  
system t h a t  rewa rds  based on t h e  embrace of wh i te hegemon i c  v iews and  v a l ues, 
wh i te conquest and rac i a l i zed co lon izat ion .  
Mov i ng  beyond a str ict ly m ater i a l i st (po l i t i co-econom ic  and/or c l ass -cen­
tered) account  of  race and rac i sm,  and h i tt i ng at the heart of  wh i te s up remacy, 
Du  Bo i s  (1995) ,  i n  "The Sou l s  of  Wh i te Fo l k," q uer ied the "co lo red worl d" and  
those  wh i tes who wou l d  open  themse lves to  mora l  and mater i a l i s t  q uest i ons :  
"How m any of  us  today  fu l l y  rea l i ze the cu rrent theory of  co lon i a l  expans ion, of 
the re l at ion  of Europe which i s  wh i te, to the wor ld  which i s  b l a c k  and  b rown and 
yel l ow? B l u nt l y  put, that  theory i s  th is :  I t  i s  the d uty of wh i te Europe to d i v i de up 
the d arker wor ld  and adm i n i ster i t  for Europe's good" (p .  459) .  Part of  Du Bo i s's 
cr i t i q ue of  wh i te sup remacy revea l s  h is rel i ance on rac i a l  mater i a l i st a rguments, 
where the other portion of h i s  cr i t i q ue  revo l ves a round h i s  own homegrown c u l ­
tu ra l  n a t i o n a l i sm ,  wh i ch wa s  more often l a ter i n  h i s  l i fe, wh a t  I w i l l  term, a cu l ­
tu ra l i nte rnati o na l i sm  that  sought to accent and h igh l ight commona l i t i es  and  k i n ­
s h i ps amongst peop l e  of  co l o r  based on the i r  endu rances and  exper i ences or- and  
strugg les  aga i nst European i m peri a l  ex pans ion and a l l  out  wh i te {cu l tu ra l ,  soc i a l ,  
po l i t i c a l ,  l ega l ,  educat iona l ,  re l ig ious, aestheti c a nd  econom ic) dom inat ion a nd  
d i scr i m i n at ion .  Du  Bo i s's  cr i t i c a l  comments i n  "The Sou l s  of Wh i te Fo l k" deserve 
q uotat ion  a t  l ength, as  h i s  a rgument is e l a borated throughout severa l  c a refu l l y  
constructed p a ragra phs  that  pO ignant ly  capture the crux of h i s  cr i t i que  of  wh i te 
s up rem acy :  
The European worl d i s  us ing b l ack and b rown men for a l l  the uses wh i ch  
men know. S l ow ly  but  s u re ly  wh i te cu l tu re i s  evo l v i ng  t he  theory t ha t  
"d ark ies" a re born beasts of b u rden for wh i te fo l k. I t  were S i l l y  to th i n k  
otherwi se, cr ies t h e  cu l tu red wor ld ,  wi th  stronger a n d  s h ri l l er  accord. 
The s u pport i ng a rguments grow and twist  themse lves i n  the mouths of 
merchant, sc ient i st, so l d i e r, trave ler, wr i ter, and m i ss ionary: Darker peo­
p l es a re d a rk i n  mind as wel l as i n  body; of d a rk, uncerta i n, and i m perfect 
descent; of fra i l er, cheaper  stu ff; they a re cowards  in the face of mausers 
and max i ms; they h ave no fee l i ngs, asp i rat ions, and l oves; they a re foo l s, 
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i l l og i c a l  i d i ots - "h a l f-dev i l  and h a l f- ch i l d ." 
Such  as they a re c iv i l i zat ion m ust, n atura l l y, ra i se  them, but  sober ly and  
i n  l im i ted ways.  They a re no t  s imp l y  d a rk wh i te men .  They a re no t  "men" 
i n  the sense that  Europeans a re men .  To the very l i m i ted extent of the i r  
s h a l l ow capac i t i es l i ft them to be usefu l  to wh i tes, to ra i se cotton, gather  
rubber, fetch ivory, d ig  d i amonds - and l et them be pa id  what men t h i n k  
they a re worth - wh i te men  who know t hem  t o  be wel l - n igh worth l ess .  
Such degrad i ng  of  men by men i s  as o ld as m ank i nd  and the i nvent ion of  
no one  race or  peop le .  Eve r h ave men str iven to conceive of the i r  v i c ­
t ims  as  d i fferent from the  v i ctors, end l ess l y  d i ffe rent, i n  sou l  and  b lood,  
strength and cunn i ng, race and l i neage. I t  h as been left, however, to Eu­
rope and to modern d ays to d i s cover the eterna l  worl d -w ide  ma rk of 
meanness - color! 
Such i s  the s i l ent revo l u tion  that  h a s  gr i pped modern European  c u l tu re 
i n  the l ater n i neteenth and twent i eth centu r ies .  I ts zen i th came i n  Boxer 
t i mes :  Wh i te su premacy was  a l l  bu t  worl d -w i de, Afr i ca  was dead ,  I n ­
d i a  conq uered, J a pan  i so l ated, a n d  Ch i n a  p rostrate, wh i l e  wh i te Amer i ca  
whetted her  sword for mongre l  Mex i co and m u l atto South Amer i ca ,  
l ynch i ng  her own Negroes the wh i le .  (p .  460) 
The "c i v i l i zed" (read :  wh i tes) a re S imu l taneous l y  a race in a soc i o -cu l tu ra l 
and po l i t i co -econom i c  sense, though they do not th i n k  of  themse lves i n  rac i a l  
terms, a n d  they throw tem per tantrums  when they a re thought of  i n  rac i a l  te rms 
or, as be ing rac i a l i zed or raced. They can  ste a l  and k i l l  the "unc iv i l i zed" ( re ad :  
peop le  of co lor) w i thout  regard to rank  or  reason, and they can at any moment 
ch ange the ru l es of  the rac i a l  h ie ra rchy and rac i a l  h i story because they a l one 
a re deC i ded l y  and defi n i t ive ly the a uthors of  h uman cu l tu re and c i v i l i zat i on, and  
most  certa i n l y  the a rch i tects of  sc ience  and techno logy. As Du Bo is  demonstrates 
a bove, wh i te su premacy is not s imp l y  about  rac i a l  dom inat ion and d i scr im i n a ­
tion. Wh ich i s  to say, wh i te su p remacy cannot q u i ck l y  be reduced to rac i sm ,  
and  espec i a l l y  as i t  i s  understood i n  contem porary rac i a l  d i scou rse. Much  more, 
wh i te su premacy robs the raced or peop le  of  co lor  of  the i r  r ight to be h u m an,  
of  the i r  r ight to sel f-defi n i t ion  and se l f-determ in at ion .  I t  reduces h uman  be i ngs 
to the status of  th i ngs, wh i ch  i s  one of the reasons, a s  Frantz Fanon observes i n  
The Wretched of  the Earth, when they a re d i scussed i n  the d i s cu rs ive a renas  o f  
the wh i te wor ld,  both academic  and non-academ ic, peop le  o f  co l o r  a re referred 
to, (re) p resented and (re) i mag i ned in "zoo log i c a l  terms" - in the terms in wh i c h  
a n ima l s  a re d i scussed, d i ssected a nd  dom inated .  Fanon (1968) famous l y  wrote: 
In fact, the terms the [wh i te co lon i a l ]  sett ler  uses when he ment ions the 
nat ive [ the raced, or  the co lo red]  a re zoo log i ca l  terms .  He speaks of  
t he  yel l ow man's rept i l i a n  mot ions, of  the st i nk  of t he  n at ive q u a rter, of  
1 1  
The Souls of White Folk 
b reed i ng swa rms, of fou l ness, of s p awn, of  gest i c u l at ions .  When the set­
t ler seeks to descr i be the nat ive fu l l y  i n  exact terms he  constant l y refe rs 
to the best i a ry. (p .  42) 
Critical Wh ite Stud ies and the Ridd le(s) of Critical Race Theory 
Du Bo i s' s  cr i t i q ue of  wh i te s u p rem acy a l so  h i ts head-on  the i s sue  of 
wh i te personhood and b l a ck  (or peop le  of  co lor) sub personhood .  He asserted : 
"They [ the co lored and  co lon ized] a re not s im p l y  d a rk wh i te men .  They a re not 
'men' in the sense that  Europeans a re men." Wh i teness and ma l eness a re p re req ­
u i s i tes  for personhood i n  t he  wor ld  t ha t  modern i ty m ade. A person, i n  t h i s  wor ld ,  
i s  one who i s  rat i ona l ,  se l f- d i rect i ng and mora l l y  and lega l l y  eq u a l  w i th a wh i te 
m a le .  S i nce wh i te m a les created the l aws of  th i s  wor ld ,  none bu t  wh i te ma l es 
a re e q u a l  and  g iven mora l , l ega l  and extra l ega l  cons iderat ion .  Therefore, a s  the 
Dred Scott  dec is ion demonstrates, "a b l ac k  man has  no r ights wh i c h  a wh i te man  
i s  l ega l l y  bound  to respect" (see Dred Scott, 1857, pp .  403-407) . Wh i te r ights 
a re i nt i m ate l y  i ntertwi ned w i th the den i a l  of  b l ack  r ights. Or, to put i t  a nother 
way, wh i te personhood i s  i nextri c ab l e  from b l ack  sub personhood .  I n  The Rac i a l  
Contra ct, Ch a rles  M i l l s  (1997) contends :  
Wh i teness i s  def ined i n  pa rt i n  res pect to an  oppos i ti ona l  d arkness, so 
tha t  wh i te sel f- concept ions of i dent i ty, personhood,  and se l f- respect a re 
then i nt i ma te ly  t ied u p  with  repud i at ion of the b l ack  Other .  No ma tter 
how poor one was, one was st i l l  a b l e  to a ffi rm the wh i teness that  d i st i n ­
gu i shed  one  from the  sub persons on t he  other s i de  of t he  co l o r  l i ne .  
( pp . 58-59) 
And ,  who or wha t  a re these "h uman  th i ngs," to borrow a ph rase from Du  Bo i s's  
(1995) d i scou rse, on the "other s ide of the co lor  l i ne" (p .  456)7 M i l l s (1997) 
m a i nta i n s :  
S u b  persons a re h umano id  ent i t ies who because of rac i a l  p henotype/ge­
nea logy/cu ltu re, a re not fu l l y  h uman  and therefore h ave a d i fferent and 
i nfer ior  schedu l e  of r ights and l i bert ies a p p ly i ng  to them. I n  other words,  
i t  i s  poss i b l e  to get away wi th  do ing th i ngs to s ubpersons that  one cou l d  
not do to persons, because they do not have the s ame  r ights as  persons .  
(p . 56) 
Even in i ts m i l dest and most unconsc ious  forms, wh i te s up remacy is one 
of the extremest and most v i c i ous  h uman  r ights v i o l at ions in h i story because it 
p l a nts fa lse seeds of  wh i te su per ior i ty and b l ack i n fer ior i ty in the fe rti l e  ground 
of  the futu re. I t  takes h uman  be ings and turns  them in to the s ubhuman  th i ngs, 
ma k ing them co lored means to a wh i te i m peri a l  end. Du  Bo is's  cr it ique of wh i te 
s up rem acy then,  regi s ters as not on ly  a rad i c a l  cr i t i c i sm of  an  i n c reas i ng ly  i l l us i ve 
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and nebu lous  rac i sm, bu t  an a ffi rmat ion of  b l ack  h um an i ty and  a n  e poch - spann i ng  
assert ion of  Afr i cana  and other oppressed peop les' i n he rent r ight to  human  and  
c i v i l r ights . 
Acknowledgements 
I am  i nde l i b l y  i ndebted to severa l  i n te l lectu a l - a ct i v i sts who h ave contr i b ­
uted (e i ther d i rect ly o r  i n d i rect ly) to m y  concept ion(s) of  p h i l osophy of  race, so­
c io logy of race, cr i t i c a l  race theory, cr i t i c a l  soc i a l  theory, and  rad i c a l  po l i t i cs .  A 
h umb le  and hea rtfe l t  asante sana  (many thanks) goes to : Mar i l yn G i l es, Luc u i s  
Out l aw, Kr ist ine Lewi s, De Reef J a mi son, Rhonda Tankerson, Ma r k  Ch rist i a n, To­
ro i t i ch  Cherono, Anthony Leme l le, Lamya A I - Kh a rus i ,  K imber ly  Marsh a l l , and my  
co l l eagues at t he  Center for Stud ies of Ethn i c i ty and Race i n  Amer i ca  (CSERA) a t  
t he  Un ivers i ty of Co l orado at  Bou l de r. 
References 
Al len, T.W (1994). The i nvent ion of  the Wh i te race, vo l ume  1. New York: Verso. 
___ . (1997) .  The i nvent ion of  the Wh ite race, vo l u me 2. New York: Verso. 
Berry, M.F. (1994). B l ack  res i stance, Wh i te l aw :  A h i sto ry of  const itut i ona l  rac ­
i sm i n  Amer ica .  New York: A l len  Lane.  
Bon i l l a -S i l va, E. (2001) .  Wh i te s up rem acy and ra c i sm i n  the post-C iv i l R ights 
era. Bou lder, CO: Lynne R ienner. 
Ce l l , J .W (1982) .  The h ighest stage of Wh i te s up remacy :  The or ig ins  of  
segregat ion i n  South Afr ica  and the Amer i can  South .  Cambri dge :  Cambr i dge 
Un i vers i ty Press . 
C l a rk, c., and O'Donne l l , J .  (EdsJ (1999) .  Becom ing and unbecom ing  wh i te :  
Own ing and  d i sown ing  a rac i a l  ident i ty. Westpo rt, CT: Berg i n  & Garvey. 
Cox, O. C. (1959) .  Caste, c l ass, and race: A study i n  soc i a l  dynam i cs .  New York: 
Month l y  Revi ew Press. 
___ . (1987) . Race, c l ass, and the worl d system(H .  M .  Hunter and SY Abra h am ,  
EdsJ New York: Month l y  Review Press .  
13  
The Souls of While Folk 
Dav i s, AY (1981) .  Women, race and c l ass .  New York: Vi ntage. 
___ . (1989) .  Women, cu l tu re, and po l i t i cs .  New York: Vi ntage. 
___ . (1998) .  The Ange l a  Y. Davis Reader  U.A. J ames, Ed,), Ma l den, 
MA: Bl a ckwe l l .  
De lgado, R .  (Ed,) ,  (1995) .  Cr i t i c a l  race theory: The cutt i ng edge. Ph i l ade l p h i a :  
Tem p l e  Un i vers i ty Press . 
De lgado, R. ,  and Stefanc i c, J .  (Eds .) . (1997) .  C ri t i c a l  wh i te stud ies :  Look i ng  
beh i nd the  m i rror. Ph i l ade l p h i a :  Temp l e  Un ivers ity Press .  
Doane, A . ,  and  Bon i l l a -S i l va ,  E. (Eds. ) . (2003). Wh i te out :  The cont i n u i ng 
s ign i fi c a nce of  rac i sm .  New York :  Rout ledge .  
Dred Scott vs .  Sanford 1857: 60 US (19 How.) .  
Du  Bo i s, WE.B. (1930a) .  Afr i ca, i t s  geogra phy, peop le  and p roducts. G i ra rd, 
Kansas :  H a l deman -J u l i u s .  
___ . (1930b) .  Afr ica,  i ts p l ace i n  modern h i story. G i ra rd, Kansas :  Ha l demen-J u l i us. 
___ . (1939) .  B l ack  fo l k  then and now: An essay in the h i story and soc io l ogy 
of the Negro race. New York: Henry Ho l t. 
___ . (1945) .  Co lo r  and democracy: Co lon ies  and peace .  New York: 
H a rtcou rt Brace. 
___ . (1961) .  Afri ca :  An essay towa rd a h i story of the cont inent of Afr i ca  and its 
i n h a b i tants .  Moscow: Sov iet  I nst i tu te of Afri can  Stud ies .  
___ . (1965) .  The wor ld and Afri ca :  An i n q u i ry i n to the pa rt wh i ch Africa has 
p l ayed in wor ld  h i story. New York: I nternat iona l  Pub l i s hers .  
___ . (1969) .  Darkwater :  Vo i ces from with i n  the ve i l .  New York: Schocken .  
___ . (1970). The g i ft of B lack  fo l k: The Negro i n  the maki ng  of Amer ica .  New 
York: S i mon & Schu ster. 
___ . (1973). The educat ion of B l ack  peop le :  Ten cr i t iq ues,1906-1960(H. Ap -
1 4  
theker, EdJ New York: Month l y  Rev i ew Press. 
___ . (1986) .  Du Bo i s :  Writ i ngs (N.  I .  Huggi ns, Ed) New York :  
li b ra ry of Amer ica Press .  
The Souls o f  White Folk 
___ . (1995). WE.B. Du Bo i s  reader  (D. L. Lewis ,  Ed) New York: Henry Ho l t. 
___ 
. (1997) .  The sou l s  of B l ack  fo l k  (R. Good i ng-Wi l l i am s  and  D.W Bl ight 
EdsJ Boston :  Bedford Books. 
___ . (2001) .  The Negro .  M i neo l a, NY: Dover. 
___ . (2004) . The soc i a l  theory o fWE.B. Du Bo is  (P. Zuckerman, Ed) 
Thousand Oaks :  S age. 
Essed, P., and Go l dberg, D.T. (Eds) (2001) .  Race cr i t i c a l  theor ies :  Texts and  
contexts. Ma l den :  Bl ackwe l l .  
Fanon, F .  (1967) .  B l a c k  sk i n, Wh i te masks .  New York :  G rove. 
___ . (1968). The wretched of the ea rth .  New York: G rove. 
Fred r i ckson, G. (1981) .  Wh i te s up rem acy: A com parat ive study  in Amer ican  and  
South  Afr ican h i story. New York: Oxford University Press .  
___ . (1987) .  The B lack  i m age i n  the Wh i te m i nd :  The debate on Afro-Amer i can  
cha racter and dest i ny, 1817-1914. H anover, NH :  Wes leyan Un i ve rs i ty Press .  
Genovese, ED. (1965) . The po l i t i c a l  economy of s l avery: Stud ies i n  the economy 
and society of  the s l ave South . New York: Pantheon.  
___ . (1969) .  The wor ld  the s l aveho lders made:  Two essays in i nterpretat ion .  
New York :  Pantheon. 
___ . (1974) . Ro l l , Jordan, ro l l :  The wor ld the s l aves made. New York :  Vi ntage .  
___ . (1979) . From rebel l i o n  to revo l ut ion :  Afro-Amer ican  s l ave revo lts i n  the 
m ak ing of the modern worl d .  Baton Rouge :  Lou i s i a n a  State Un i vers i ty Press .  
Go l dberg, D.T. (Ed) (1990) . Anatomy of  rac i sm .  M i nneapo l i s :  Un ivers i ty of 
M innesota Press. 
1 5  
The Souls of White Folk 
_
__ . (1993) .  Rac i s t  cu l tu re :  Ph i l osophy and the po l i t i cs  of  mean i ng.  Cambr i dge :  
B Bl ackwel l .  
___ . (EdJ (1994) .  M u l t i c u l tu ra l i sm :  A cr i t i c a l  reader. Cambr i dge :  B l ackwe l l .  
_ _ _  . (1997) .  Rac i a l  s ubjects :  Wri t ing on race i n  Amer ica .  New York: Rout ledge .  
___ . (2001) .  The rac i a l  state. Ma l den, MA:  B l ackwel l .  
Go l dberg, D.T. ,  and  So lomos, J .  (EdsJ (2002). A com pan ion  to rac i a l  a n d  
eth n i c  stu d i es .  Ma l den :  B l ackwel l .  
H a rr is ,  L .  (EdJ (1999) .  Rac i sm :  Key concepts i n  cr i t i c a l  theory. Amherst, NY: 
H u m an i ty Books .  
H igg i nboth am ,  A .L., J r. (1978). I n  the ma tter of  co lor :  Race and  the Amer i can  
l ega l  p rocess-The co lon i a l  per iod .  New York: Oxford Un i vers i ty Press .  
___ . (1996) .  Sh ades of  freedom : Rac i a l  po l i t i c s  and presum pt ions of the A mer i ­
can  l ega l  p rocess .  New York: Oxfo rd Un i vers i ty Press .  
H i l l , M .  (Ed) . (1997). Wh i teness :  A Cr i t i c a l  Reader. New York: 
New York Un i vers i ty Press . 
hooks, be l l .  (1981) .  A in't I a woman :  Bl ack women and fem i n i sm .  Boston :  
South End .  
___ . (1984) .  Fem i n i st theory: From ma rg in  to  center . Boston :  South  End .  
___ . (1991) .  B l ack  looks :  Race and representat ion .  Boston :  South  End .  
___ . (1995) .  Ki l l i ng  rage: End ing rac i sm .  New York: Henry Ho l t. 
Hornsman ,  R. (1986) .  Race and man i fest dest i ny: Or ig ins  of  Amer i can  racial 
Anglo-s axon i sm. Cambr idge, MA:  Ha rvard Un ivers i ty Press .  
J ames, C .L.R .  (1963) . The Black J acob i ns :  Toussa i nt L'Ouvertu re and the 
San  Domi ngo revo l ut ion .  New York: Vi ntage Books. 
___ . (1995) .  A h i story of pan-Afr ican revolt . Ch i cago: Charles H .  Kerr Pub l i s h i ng. 
1 6  
The Souls of White Folk 
___ 
. (1996). C .L.R .  J ames on the "Negro Quest ion" (S. McLemee, Ed) Jackson :  
Un ivers i ty of Miss i ss i p p i  Press . 
Jo rdan, WD. (1977) . Wh i te over B l ack :  Amer i can  att i tudes towa rd the Negro, 
1550-1812. Chapel  H i l l , NC :  Un i vers i ty of  North Caro l i n a  Press. 
K i ng, D. (1995) .  Sepa rate and uneq u a l :  B l ack  Amer i can  and the U.S. federa l  
government. Oxford :  C l a rendon .  
Lopez, I .F .H .  (1995). The soc i a l  construct ion of  race .  I n  R .  De lgado (Ed .) , Cr i t i c a l  
race theory ( p p .  191-203) .  Ph i l ade l p h i a :  Temp l e  Un i vers i ty Press .  
___ . (1996). Wh i te by l aw:  The lega l  constru cti on of  race. New York: New York 
Un ivers i ty Press . 
Lorde, A.  (1984). S i ster  outs ider :  Essays and speeches by Audre Lorde .  
Freedom, CA : The Cross i ng  Press Fem i n ist  Ser ies .  
Marx, A.W (1998) .  Mak ing race and nat ion :  A com pa ri son of  the Un i ted States, 
South Afr ica ,  and Braz i l .  New York: Cambr idge Un ivers i ty Press .  
McLaren, P. (1997). Revo l ut i ona ry mu l t i cu l tura l i sm :  Pedagogies of d i ssent fo r 
the new m i l l enn i um .  Bou lder, CO: Westview. 
M i l ls ,  C.W (1997) .  The rac i a l  contract. I th aca :  Corne l l Un i vers i ty Press . 
___ . (1998). Bl a ckness v i s i b l e :  Ess ays on p h i l osophy and race. I t haca :  
Corne l l  Un i vers i ty Press. 
___ . (1999) .  The rac i a l  po l i ty. In S .E. Babb i tt and S .  Cam pbe l l (EdsJ, Rac i sm and  
p h i losophy (pp .  13 -31, [endnotes] 255-257) .  I t haca :  Cornel Un ivers i ty Press .  
___ . (2000) .  Race and the soc i a l  contract trad i t ion .  Soc i a l  I dent i t ies :  A Jou rn a l  
for t h e  Study of  Race, N at ion a n d  Cu l tu re 6 ,  4 ,  441 -462. 
___ . (2001) .  Wh i te su premacy and rac i a l  just i ce .  I n  J .  Sterba  (EdJ,  Soc i a l  and  
po l i t i ca l  p h i losophy: Contem porary pers pect ives (pp .  321-337) .  
New York: Rout ledge. 
l 7  
The Souls of White Folk 
___ . (2003) .  From c l ass to race: Essays i n  Wh i te Marx i sm  and  B l ack  rad i c a l i sm .  
Lanh am,  MD:  Rowman  & litt lefi e l d .  
N akaya m a, TK, and  Mart i n, IN .  (EdsJ (1999) .  Wh i teness :  The commun i cat ion 
of  soc i a l  i dent i ty. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.  
Omi ,  M. ,  and  Win ant, H .  (1994) .  Rac i a l  form at ion i n  Un i ted States :  From 
the 1960's  to  t he  1990's. New York: Rout ledge. 
Out l aw, L.T . ,  J r. (1996) . On race and p h i l osophy. New York: Rout ledge .  
___ . (2005) .  Cr i t i ca l  Soc i a l  Theory i n  the I n terest of B lack  Fo l k. Lan h am,  MD:  
Rowman  & litt lefi e l d .  
Rabaka,  R .  (2003a) .  WE.B. Du Bo is' s  evo lv i ng  Afr i cana  p h i l osophy of  educat ion .  
J ou rn a l  o f  B lack  Stud ies 33, 4, 399-449. 
___ . (2003b) .  "Del i berate ly  us ing the word co lon i a l  i n  a much b roader  sense" :  
WE.B.  Du Bo i s's  concept of "sem i -co lon i a l i sm" as cr i t i que  of and contr i but ion  
to  postco l on i a l i sm ." Jouvert: A Journa l  of Postco lon i a l  Stud ies  7 ,  2, 1 -32. 
Ava i l a b l e  o n - l i ne at :  h ttp ://soc i a l . ch ass .ncsu .ed u/jouvert/i ndex.htm 
[23 Feb ru a ry 20031 .  
___ . (2003d.  WE.B.  Du  Bo is  and 'The Damnat ion of Women' :  An ess ay on 
Afri c ana  a nti - sex ist  cr i t i c a l  soc i a l  theory. Journa l  of Afr i can  Amer ican Stud ies 
7, 2, 39 -62.  
___ . (2004) . The sou l s  of  B l ack  fema l e  fo l k: WE.B. Du Bo is  and  Afr i cana  
ant i - sex i s t  cr i t i c a l  soc i a l  theory." Afri ca log i ca l  Perspect i ves 1 ,  2, 100-141.  
___ . (2005) . WE.B. Du Bois and Deco lon izat ion :  Pan -Afri can i sm ,  Postco lon i a l ­
i sm ,  a n d  Rad i c a l  Po l i t i cs .  I n  J ames L .  Conyers (Ed.) , WE.B. Du  Bo i s, Marcus 
Ga rvey, and Pan -Afri can i sm (pp .  123-154) . Lewi stown, NY: Mel l en Press . 
___ . (2006a) .  Afr i cana  Cr i t i c a l  Theory of  Contem pora ry Soc iety: Rum i nat ions 
on Radica l  Po l i t i cs, Soc i a l  Theory, and Afr i cana  Ph i losophy. I n  M.K. Asante and 
1 8  
The Souls of White Folk 
M. Ka renga (Eds.) ,  The Handbook of B l ack  Stud ies  (pp .  130-152) .  Thousand  
Oaks, CA: Sage. 
___ . (2006b) .  The Sou l s  of B l ack  Rad i c a l  Fo l k : WEB. Du Bo i s, Cr i t i ca l  Soc i a l  
Theory, and the State o f  Afri cana  Stud ies." Journa l  o f  B l ack  Stud i es 3 6  (5), 
732-763. 
___ . (2007) .  WE.B. Du Bo i s  and the Prob l ems  of  the Twenty- F i rst Centu ry: An 
Essay on Afr i cana  Cr i t i c a l  Theory. Lanham ,  MD: Lex i ngton Books/Rowman  & 
litt lefie ld  Pu b l i s hers .  
___ . (forthcomi ng) .  WE.B.  Du Bo is ,  B lack Rad i c a l  Po l i t i cs, and the Reconstruc­
t ion of Cr i t i c a l  Soc i a l  Theory. Lanh am, MD:  Lex i ngton Books/Rowman  & l i tt l e ­
fi e ld  Pu b l i s hers .  
Roed iger, D.R. (1994). Towards the abo l i t ion of  Wh i teness :  Ess ays on race, 
po l i t i cs, and worki ng-c l ass h i story. New York: Verso. 
___ . (1999). The wages of Wh i teness :  Race and the m ak ing of  the Amer ican  
worki ng-c l ass .  New York: Verso. 
Sefa Dei ,  C. L Karumanchery, L., and Karumanchery-Lu i k, N. (EdsJ (2004) . 
P lay ing the race card :  Expos ing wh i te power and pr iv i l ege. New York: Peter Lang.  
Sh ap i ro, H .  (1988) .  Wh i te v io l ence and B lack response :  From Reconstructi on  to 
Montgomery. Amherst: Un ivers ity of Massachusetts Press .  
Toomer, J .  (1993). Cane .  New York: l iver ight. 
Wi l l i a ms, E. (1966). Cap i ta l i sm  and  s l avery. New York: Capr i corn Books. 
19 
The Apartheid Conscience: Gender, Race, and Re-imagining the While Nation in Cyberspace 
The Apartheid Conscience: Gender, Race, 
and Re-imagining the White Nation in Cyberspace 
R. Soph ie Statzel 
Graduate Center City University of New York 
I t  i s  not just  that  the l i m i ts of ou r  l anguage l i m i t  ou r  thoughts; the wor ld 
we fi nd  ou rselves i n  i s  one we h ave he l ped to create, and th i s  p l aces constra i nts 
u pon how we t h i n k  the wor ld anew. 
Dav id  Theo Go ld berg 
Amer i can  eq u a l i ty began as  an  oxymoron .  A l though Amer ican  n at ion a l ­
i sm  i s  ded i cated to t h e  propos i t ion o f  freedom, l i berty, eq u a l i ty, a n d  t h e  pu rsu i t  
of h a p p i ness, th i s  p ropos i t ion or ig i n a l l y  extended exc l u s i ve ly  to  a c i rcumscr i bed 
comm u n ity determi ned by race. Wh i l e  c i t izens h i p  i s  now defi ned by more e qu i ­
ta b l e  means, rac i a l  i neq u a l i ty rema ins  t h e  norm. Th i s  i s  c l e a r  i n  a var iety of  ways 
but  is espec i a l l y  v i s i b l e  spa ti a l l y  in that race cont i nues to prov ide  the organ izat ion 
of U.S .  urban geogra phy. Forty yea rs after the str i k ing down of the J im Crow l aws 
that lega l i zed segregat ion,  se l f-segregat i on i s  ensur ing that c i t ies  in the Un i ted 
States rema i n  the "most rac i a l l y  segregated urban a reas in the wor ld ." Des p i te 
mass i ve rac i a l  c hanges fo l l ow ing the c i v i l r ights movement and the contem po­
rary w ides pread acceptance of  mu l t i cu l tura l i sm, m ass ive segregat ion pers i sts. 
As Jess ie  Dan ie l s  wr i tes, whereas  stat ist i c a l l y  wh i tes a re contem porar i l y  more 
l i ke l y to be to l e rant  of rac i a l  d i vers i ty, "wh i te peop le  vote w ith  the i r  mov i ng  vans" 
whenever peop l e  of co lor  rep resent more than  seven percent of  the pop u l at ion 
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i n  the i r  ne igh borhood. Dav id  Go ldberg shows that  res ident i a l  rac i a l  segregat i on 
has  pers i sted des p i te mass ive demograph i c  s h i fts, from the creat ion of  u rban  
ghettos i n  t he  1950s and 60s  and wh i te fl i ght to t he  s ubu rbs, fo l l owed by wh i te 
"u rban renewal"  p rograms  resu l t i ng i n  gentr i fi cat ion of  those same u rban  s p a ces 
and a movement of co lor  to the s ubu rbs .  
Such rac i a l  segregat ion has  a lways c h a racter ized U.S urban geography. 
The Un i ted States l ega l l y  condoned rac i a l  segregat ion from i ts found i ng  th rough  
the C iv i l R ights movement of  the 1950's and 60's .  The J im  Crow l aws, pu t  i n  
p l ace after the  abo l i t ion  of s l avery to  defend a l l -wh i te bus i nesses, schoo ls ,  and  
ne ighborhoods, were not  s t ruck  down unt i l the l andma rk dec i s ion  i n  Brown v .  
Board of Educat ion i n  1954 and the passage of  the C iv i l R ights Act of  1964 .  
A l though tod ay no nat iona l  l aws defi ne  the re l at ionsh i p  between race and  res i ­
dence, stat ist i c a l l y  segregat ion rema i n s  the ru le .  Acknow ledg ing Ca l i forn i a  a s  
emb lemat ic  o f  the country, D a l e  Maha ri dge wr i tes that  Ca l i forn i a's "wh i te com ­
mun i t ies form ' i s l ands' that  a re su rrounded b y  vast eth n i c  o r  trans i t i ona l  com mu­
n i t i es." Such e l aborate rac i a l  segregat ion req u i res w idespread  pa rt i c i pat ion and  
i ntr ic ate organ izat ion .  A l though a var i ety of  i nst i tu t iona l  phenomenon exacerbate 
the prob lem of segregat ion, the most s ign i fi c ant facto r cont i n ues to be i n fo rm a l  
p ressure b y  wh i tes to m a in ta i n  wh i te ne igh borhoods .  I t  i s  i m portant to a s k  w h at 
secures th i s  i nvestment by wh i tes to p a rt i c i p ate i n  segregat ion and othe r  ra­
C i a l l y  exc l u s ive pract ices .  Why, desp i te the i ncreas i ng ly  rac i a l l y to le rant be l i e fs 
by wh i tes and the p ub l i c  embrace of  mu l t i cu l tura l i sm  and condemnat ion of  rac i sm 
does t he  rac i a l  "me l t i ng pot" of  Amer i c a  cont i nue to  rep roduce V i rtu a l l y  a l l -wh i te 
spaces? 
Dav id Go ld berg asserts that such extreme rac i a l  segregat ion i s  a p roduct 
of the modern West. He argues that  rac i a l  a p a rthe id  i s  fa r from on ly  a South 
Afr ican phenomenon and attempts "to show j ust how deep a certa i n  k i nd of  ex­
per ience of rac i a l  m argi n a l i ty runs i n  ' the West'." A l though the term "ap a rthe id" 
was created to descr i be the s peC i fi ca l l y  South Afr i can  system of lega l i zed rac i a l  
segregat ion t h e  i d e a  i t  wa s  based o n ,  of keep i ng  races phys i ca l l y  a pa rt, i s  p reva ­
l e n t  t h roughout t he  West. Wh i l e  South Afri c an  a p a rthe id  was  extreme i n  t he  
l evel o f  v io l ence emp loyed to enforce segregat i on, t he  Un i ted States a l so c l e a r l y  
p ract i ced i ts own s im i l a r  vers ion of  segregat ion that  cou l d  a l so  be referred to  a s  
a p a rthe id .  As a tou r  through any major  U .S .  c i t y  w i l l  s how, Amer i c an  a p a rthe i d  
cont i nues tod ay, but  i s  now enforced by  other means  t han  j u ri s p rudence. 
Aparthe i d  secured both wh i te s up remacy and the rac i a l  concept of 
wh i teness, yet the m ajor i ty of  wh i tes h i stor i ca l l y  wou l d  not h ave descr ibed the i r  
mot ivat ions for l i v i ng i n  segregated com mun i t ies  i n  these terms.  How was  such  
w i despread support for apa rthe id  secured and wha t  cont i nues to moti vate w h i tes 
to s upport segregat ion desp i te i ncreaS i ng ly  to l e rant  rac i a l  v i ews and a p u b l i c  d i s -
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avowa l  of rac i sm? Wh at I a m  suggest i ng is a key to understand i ng  th i s  q uest ion 
i s  the idea that rac i a l  segregat ion i s  perpetuated not a s  m uch by overt l y  rac i st 
be l i e f,  bu t  t h rough other forms.  The fi rst one hundred and fi fty yea rs of  b u i l d i ng 
a n at ion a l  U .S .  cu l ture i mag i ned the nat ion as leg i t im ate ly  wh i te and j ust i fied 
the rac ist  p ract i ces and rac i a l  segregat ion that  secu red th i s  wh i te nat ion fantasy. 
Not on l y  was  rac i sm pract iced i n  the form of genoc ide, s l a very, segregat ion and 
d i senfranch i sement, bu t  i ts just i fi cat ion was actu a l l y  centra l to  the c reat ion of  a 
nat i ona l  c u l tu re .  A longs ide  lega l  codes demand ing  rac i a l  segregat ion  and  rac ist  
p ract i ces, mora l  codes a l so  served to j u st i fy rac i sm by mak i ng  rac ist  behav io r  
the eth i c a l  op t i on  for wh i tes. At  d i fferent per iods of U .S .  h i story the mora l  and  
pop u l a r  cho i ce for wh i tes was to  s upport s l avery, condone genoc ide  as  j u st i fi ed  
by the i n he rent savagery of F i rst N at ions peop le, and utter ly  refu se the h u m an i ty 
of b l a cks,  F i rst N at ions, and other peop le  of co lo r  by deny ing  them the r ight  to 
i n tegrated schoo ls ,  bus i nesses, and commun i ties  and crim i n a l i z i ng  the potent i a l  
for l eg i t im ate rom ant ic  re l at ionsh i ps w i th wh i tes. 
The rea l m  in wh i ch th i s  exc l u s i on  was just i fied i s  mora l i ty. A l though 
legi s l a t ion now crim i n a l i zes the m ajor i ty of  rac ist p ract i ces, the mora l system cre ­
ated by the leg i t im izat ion of such  w idespread  rac i s t  p ract ices i s  more d i ffi c u l t  to 
c hange. S i m i l a r  to C l a u d i a  Koonz, who a rgues i n  The Naz i  Consc i ence that  the 
N az i  Pa rty a ctu a l l y  succeeded i n  s h i ft ing the Germ an p ub l i c  consc ience to excl ude  
J ews from the mora l  agreement of rec i p roc i ty, I a rgue that  a rac i a l  consc ience has  
a lways defi ned a rac i a l l y  exc l u s ive nat iona l  Amer i can  commun i ty. Des p i te t he  
seem i ng contrad i ct ion between the  ro le  of consc i ence i n  govern i ng mora l  act ion 
w h i l e  S i m u l taneous l y  necess i tat ing rac i s t  exc l us ion, Koonz a rgues that  consc ience 
i s  a ctu a l l y  a lways def ined by borders and the "un i verse of mora l ob l igat i on, fa r 
from be i ng  un i versa l ,  i s  bounded by commun i ty." The race l i ne determ i nes the 
p a rameters of  th is  com mun i ty. 
As t h i s  Amer i can  rac i a l  consc ience i s  both determi ned by and  determi nes 
rac i a l  segregat ion i t  shou l d  be thought of as  an a parthe id  consc ience.  Th i s  c u l ­
tu ra l p henomenon i s  i nherent ly  connected to a sp at i a l  i m perat ive and  s p at i a l  seg­
regat ion ,  l i m i t i ng  the soc i a l  agreement of rec i p roc i ty to on ly w i th i n  the wh i te 
com mun i ty. Koonz wr i tes :  
Across cu l tu res, an eth i c  of reci p roc i ty comm ands that  we treat others 
as we wish to be treated .  Besides i nstruct i ng us  i n  v i rtue, the consc ience 
fu l fi l l s  a second, and often ove r looked, functi on .  I t  te l l s  us  to whom we 
s h a l l  and s h a l l  not do what. I t  stru ctu res our i dent i ty by sepa rat ing those 
who deserve our  concern from a l ien "others" beyond the pa le of our  com ­
m un i ty. Our  mora l  i dent i ty prom pts us to ask, "Am I the k i nd  of person 
who wou l d  do that to th is personT 
H i stor i c a l l y  a wh i te person ought to see peop le of  co lor  and  F i rst N at ions 
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peop les as res i d i ng  i n  a separate category than  other wh i tes and to u nderstand 
the agreement of  mora l  rec i p roc i ty as l i m i ted to  on l y  w i th i n  the wh i te commun i ty. 
The ro l e  of consc ience however i s  not s imp l y  to des ignate who be longs i n s i de  o r  
outs ide o f  the com mun i ty, bu t  a l s o  to regu l ate behav ior  w i th i n  the com mun i ty. 
A l though th i s  consc ience regu l ates a p a rthe id  by push i ng  peop le  of co lor  outs i d e  
of t he  bounds of t he  mora l  com mun i ty, i t  i s  no t  conceptu a l i zed as a rac ist  con­
sc ience by i ts adherents bu t  as  a mora l consc ience.  The emph as i s  i s  not on rac i a l  
exc l u s i on, b u t  commun i ty a n d  mora l regu l at ion .  Aparthe i d  a n d  rac i sm a re the 
effects of th i s  consc ience yet the emphas i s  i s  on encourag ing mora l behav ior a s  
expressed no t  j u st through race but  through respect ab l e  gender  ro les and  sex u a l  
codes. To understand t h e  way  t h a t  th i s  consc ience i s  e l a borated we  need to look  
at the way i t  funct ions not  on l y  to  rac i a l l y  segregate, bu t  a l so to  i ntern a l l y  regu ­
l a te t h e  wh i te com mun i ty. For, i s  i t  not c l e a r  t h a t  segregat ion i s  i m portant no t  jus t  
for what  i s  kept  out bu t  a l so  wha t  i s  defended w i th i n? 
Th i s  type of a n a l ys i s ,  on the p roduct ion of  a wh i te rac i a l  i dent i ty as  a cen­
tra l com ponent of wh i te s up rem ac is t  soc iety, wou l d  be i m poss i b le wi thout  over 
a centu ry of wr i t i ngs and scho l a rs h i p  show ing  the soc i a l l y  constructed and rel a ­
t iona l natu re of race as  the const ituent e lement of  rac i sm .  As ear ly  as the 1890' s 
WE.B. Du Bo is  was wr i t i ng tha t  race was soc i a l l y  constructed and not a b i o l og i ­
ca l  fact: "perh aps  i t  i s  wrong to  speak  of i t  [race] at a l l  as a concept rather  th an  
as a group  of contrad i cto ry forces, facts, and  tendenc ies ." I n  the  trad i t ion  of  Du 
Bo is' cr i t i ca l  ant i - rac i sm scho l a rs h i p, a body of theory i nterrogat ing the soc i a l l y  
constructed natu re of race ha s  developed, fu rthered b y  the work of  Derr i ck  Bel l ,  
K imberl y Krensh aw, Cheryl H a rr i s, among others, wh i c h  i s  c a l l ed co l l ecti ve l y  
Cr i t i c a l  Race Theory. Wh i l e  or ig i n a l l y  focus i ng  on rac i sm a nd  t h e  l aw, i t  ha s  come 
to be more broad ly  understood as  theor ies  attempt ing to cr i t i ca l l y  grapp l e  w i th  
the  rea l i ty of  rac i sm i n  the post-C iv i l R ights Un i ted States .  Together these  works 
exp lore how rac i sm cont i nues to stru ctu re US soc i ety des p i te the de-cod i fi ca t ion  
of overt wh i te s up remacy and changes i n  popu l a r  u ndersta nd i ngs of  race i n  the 
contempora ry Un i ted States .  
Out  of cr i t i c a l  race theory has  grown a fi e l d  of  study s pec i fi c a l l y  focused 
on ex p lor i ng  the construct ion of wh i teness as a rac i a l  category. Wh i l e  wh i teness 
stud i es h ave tended to focus  on the everyd ay  forms of rac i a l  pr iv i l ege and p rej u ­
d i ce wh i c h  stru ctu re wh i te i dent i ty a n d  i ts re l at ions to wh i te s u p remacy, there 
have a l so been severa l stud ies focus i ng  on o rgan ized wh i te s u p remac i s t  thought  
and act i v i sm .  Part i c u l a r l y  usefu l  to  th i s  study  ha s  been Dav id  Go l dberg's Rac i s t  
Cu l tu re and Cha rles M i l l s' The Rac i a l  Contract . Both  works a re l a rge l y  focused 
on show ing  the rac i a l l y  exc l u s i ve roots of  p h i l osophy, modern i ty, and l i bera l i sm .  
Th i s  study attempts to b u i l d  on t h e  i n s igh ts deve loped i n  cr i t i c a l  race 
theory and cr i t i c a l  wh i teness stud ies a bout  the soc i a l  construct ion of  wh i teness,  
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bu t  expands  the ana l ys i s  through an engagement w i th theor ies of nat ion a l i sm  to 
exp l o re the var i egat ion of wh i teness .  Bened i ct Anderson's I m ag ined Com mun i ­
t ies  h igh l ights t h e  way  th at  nat iona l i sm  serves to actu a l l y  construct a n  i m ag i ned 
com mun i ty, cre at i ng  what Ernest Renan  c a l l s  "a l a rge-sca le  so l i d a ri ty" th rough 
regu l at i ng the  leg i t im ate ro les and i dent i t ies of  com mun ity members .  Gh assan 
H age c h a l l enges that  a l l  rac i a l  p ra ct i ces a re actu a l l y  better descr i bed a s  nat ion a l ­
i s t  pract ices .  He wr i tes t h a t  t h e  concept of "raC i a l l y  mot ivated pract i ces" i s  a fa l ­
l acy a s  "even the be l i ef  that  there i s  a h i era rchy o f  races o r  cu l tu res, i s  not i n  i tse l f  
a mot i vat i ng ideo logy. Rac i sm on  i ts own does not ca rry w i th i n  i t  an  i m perat i ve 
for act ion ." Rac i st act ion is connected to a "wh i te nat ion" fantasy, where na ti o n a l s  
yea rn for a c l e a r l y  estab l i s hed pr iv i l eged rel at ionsh i p  w i t h  a nat ion-state. Th i s  
sense of  ent i t lement i s  i nherent ly l i n ked to t he  nat iona l 's se l f-concept, therefo re 
the i r  behav io r  i s  seen as se lf-mot ivated as op posed to connected to a rac i a l l y  pr iv ­
i l eged na ti o n a l i sm .  The l i nk  between rac i a l  p rejud i ce and a need to a ct on them i s  
more connected to nat iona l  rather than  s imp l y  rac i a l  ident i ty. To t h i s  end, race i s  
a lways s p a ced and  wh i teness i s  com m i tted to rep roduc i ng  wh i te s paces .  Study i ng  
the n at ion a l i s t  e lements of  wh i teness as op posed to  just  i ts su prem ac i s t  a spects 
is i n s ightfu l ,  showing th at wh i l e  wh i teness is a bout cu l tu re and su premacy it a l so 
funct i ons  as  a n  i m ag ined com mun i ty that  i s  expressed spat i a l l y  and i s  regu l a ted 
by gendered s u bjectiv i t i es  and sexua l i zed i dent i t ies .  Such an a n a l ys i s  thus a l lows 
for an exp l o rat ion of the way wh i teness is l i ved in var ied mean i ngs and i dent i ­
t ies .  
li ke a l l  commun i ti es, the n at iona l  i m ag i ned com mun i ty i s  organ i zed by 
gender, sexu a l i ty, and c l ass as wel l as race .  Stud ies of nat iona l i sm  a l l ow for an 
a n a l ys i s  of  the ways that these d i fferent i dent i ty categori es a re t ied together 
through  mora l  regu l at ion .  l ink ing stud ies  of Western nat iona l i sm,  p a rt i cu l a r l y  the 
work of  George Mosse, to th is  study of an  apa rthe id  consc i ence e l u c i d ates how a 
fea r  of  degeneracy and des i re for respectab i l i ty fue l  and t ie together  a ded i cat ion 
to ra c i s t, heterosex i s t, and sex is t  p ract ices and i dent i t ies .  Th rough th i s  i m ag i n i ng, 
nat ion a l i sm  funct ions as a regu l at ion of mora l i ty, and the imagi ned wh i te n at ion 
ensures tha t  th i s  mora l i ty i s  bounded by race .  Sherene Razack wr i tes, "Race con­
tamin ates mora l i ty t h rough i n fecti ng the very p rem i se of pershonhood." I t  i s  the 
trans l at ion of  embedded rac i s t  d i fferent iat ion i nto a govern i ng consc ience that  
fac i l i tates wh i te i nvo lvement i n  both perpetu at ing and defend i ng  rac i a l  a p a rthe id  
and wh i te s up remacy. These rac i a l  found at ions and the i r  resu l t i ng  re l a t ionsh i ps 
both serve to create a wh i te i denti ty. As Dav id Go ldberg wr i tes :  
Soc i a l  re l a t ions a re const itut ive of persona l  and soc i a l  i dent i ty, and a 
centra l p a rt of the order  of such re l at ions i s  the pe rce i ved need, the requ i rement 
for s u bjects to g ive an account of the i r act ions .  These accounts may assume the 
b a re fo rm of  exp l anat ion, but  they usu a l l y  tend more i m perat i ve ly to l eg i t imate or  
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to just i fy acts (to oursel ves or others) . Mora l i ty is the scene of th i s  l eg i s l a t ion and 
just i fi cat ion .  
Thus, wh i tes who a re both const i tu ted by the a p a rthe id  state but  who  
a l s o  leg i t im ate a nd  cement t h i s  segregat ion, descri be and  understand the i r  mot i­
vat ions and act ions as fo l l ow ing  a spec i fi c  mora l i ty. But, mora l i ty imp l ies  not j u st 
a mot ivat ion to d i st ingu i s h  between good and  ev i l  and  r ight  from wrong, bu t  a l so  
a focus on good or r ight condu ct. A l though I a m  work i ng  to  s how the way that  
race serves as the mora l  boundary ma rker a round the wh i te com mun i ty, I do not  
mean to  i m p l y  that  th i s  a p a rthe id  consc ience regu l ates a l l  wh i tes eq u a l l y  and  i n  
the same way. To tru l y  understand the configurat ion of  t h i s  consc ience we must  
i n terrogate the ways wh i c h  race i ntermi ng les w i th and enforces o ther  as pects o f  
t h i s  nat iona l  consc ience, p a rt i cu l a r ly  t h e  convergence of  c l ass,  gender, a n d  sexu ­
a l i ty i n  defi n i ng mora l i ty a nd  i dent i ty. 
Rac i sm was h i stori ca l l y  just i fied not as  a way  to defend wh i te power, 
but as a defense of wh i te mora l i ty and res pectab i l i ty. The l i n ks between mora l i ty, 
gender, sexu a l i ty, and rac i sm a re ev ident  t h roughout  the  h i sto ry of  U.S .  rac i sm a s  
rac i a l  v io lence wa s  cons i stent ly  just i fied as defend i ng  wh i te women from t h e  per­
ce ived threaten i ng natu re of  b l ack and  Fi rst N at ions ma l e  sexu a l i ty. Andrea Sm i th 
q uotes Ann Lau ra Sto l e r  that  i m per i a l  and rac i s t  soc iet ies "cast wh i te women a s  
t he  bearers of mora l rac i s t  i m peri a l  o rder." Sm i th  wr i tes that  Amer ican co lon i a l ­
i s m  conceived o f  N at ive bod ies  a s  "i mm anent ly po l l u ted w i th sexua l  s i n," fra m i ng  
Nat ive men  as pos i ng  a sexua l  th reat  to wh i te women desp i te t he  fact t h a t  such  a 
th reat was v i rtu a l l y  nonex i s tent. S im i l a r l y, the l ynch i ng c ampa igns wh i c h  secu red 
wh i te s up remacy after Reconstruct i on i n  the South were v i rtu a l l y  a l l  organ ized 
a round the perceived th reats b l ack men posed to wh i te women.  Showing  these 
connect ions exposes that  much  rac i s t  v io l ence and rac ist  be l i ef,  though accom ­
p l i s h i ng rac i a l  pr iv i l ege a n d  oppress ion,  a re c l ea rl y  t i e d  to sexu a l i ty a n d  gender  
and a re moti vated by a fea r  of safety and of mora l  transgress ion .  Conceptu a l i z i ng  
bod ies of co lo r  as i n herent ly mora l l y  and sexu a l l y  t h reaten ing forec loses even 
the thought  of the i r  i nc l us ion  i n  the mora l  com mun i ty and perpetuates a p a rthe i d  
t h rough conti n u a l l y  recyc l i ng  the  fea r  of rac i a l  Others .  
To exp lore th i s  a p a rthe id  consc ience and i ts connect ion to wh i te na t i on ­
a l i sm I h ave chosen to  study the group  most  adamant ly  comm i tted to  defi n i ng, 
e l a borat i ng, and defend i ng  th i s  consc ience and the l i n k  between wh i teness and  
nat iona l i sm :  the contem pora ry wh i te nat ion a l i st movement. Wh i l e  many denounce 
the wh i te n at ion a l i s t  movement as a per i phera l group, i n  th i s  s tudy  I recogn i ze 
that  a l though the movement ex i sts on the fray, t ha t  understand i ng  its weave i s  
i n formative of what  i s  i nscr i bed i n  t he  b roader  soc i a l  fabr i c .  A l though t he  move ­
ment represents an oss i fi cat ion and a m p l i fi cat ion  of  b roader  rac ist and nat i on a l i st 
dynam ics, as the fray  i t  a l so h as much to te l l  us a bout  the patterns that  s h a pe and  
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rep roduce wh i te s u p rem acy. My i ntent ion is then not to s imp l y  denounce the s i te 
and  i ts p a rt i c i p ants, bu t  to trace i ts i nner log ic. Desp i te the i r core founders hav i ng  
begun  rac i a l  a c t i v i sm i n  t he  KKK, as  a movement wh i te nat iona l i sm  defi nes i tse l f  
no t  as  a s u p remac i s t  movement but  a nat ion a l i st one. A l though rac i sm c l ea r l y  
o rgan i zes the d i scourse on the s i te, the d i scuss ion a l so  focuses on e l a borat i ng  the  
perce i ved need  for a p a rthe id  and a rt i cu l a t ing wha t  apa rthe id  p rotects. Th rough 
showing the mean i ng  of  the movement and the moti vat ion to p a rt i c i p ate by i ts 
members my goa l  i s  to show the o rgan izat ion of th i s  a p a rthe id  consc ience .  
There a re severa l p rob l ems  wi th  study ing  a fri nge grou p l i ke wh i te n a ­
t i ona l i sm w i t h  t h e  i ntent of u nderstand i ng  more ma i nstream p racti ces and  ident i ­
t ies .  As I ment ioned above, the fr i nge i s  often defined aga i nst the m a i nstream 
as op posed to  rep resent i ng i t. We cannot gua rantee t ha t  wh i te nat ion a l i sm  a s  a 
fr i nge soc i a l  movement i s  s imp l y  an  extreme vers ion  of  more popu l a r  be l i e fs and  
p ract i ces .  They a re on the fri nge because of  the i r  ded i cat ion to  ch ang ing dom i ­
n ant pract i ces not s upporti ng them.  An exa mp l e  i s  the extreme ant i -Sem i t i sm 
found  th roughout  the webs i te b l am i ng  Western states and g l oba l  p rob l ems  as 
be i ng contro l l ed  by ZOG, wh i te s up remaci s t  shorthand for the Ant i -Sem i t i c  con­
s p i racy of  a Z ion i st Occupat ion Government. A l though ant i - Sem i t i sm i s  w ide ­
sp read  th roughout  the Un i ted States, t he  l evel of ant i -Semi t i sm,  pa rt i cu l a rl y  seen 
i n  a l oa th i ng of  I s rae l  and a v io lent  h atred of Jews as non -wh i te, i s  not m atched in 
b roader  soc i ety and i s  certa i n l y  not represented in po l i cy. I contend th at  desp i te 
these ch a l l enges th i s  com pari son's usefu l ness outwe ighs i ts potenti a l  p rob l ems .  
I n  a n  essay  about  her  study of women i n  wh i te supremac i s t  movements, 
Kath leen B lee wr i tes that  a l though the " ideas that  rac i s t  act iv i sts s h a re about  
wh i teness a re more consc ious, e l a borated, and t igh t l y  connected to  po l i t i c a l  ac ­
t ion  t h an  those  of ma i nstream wh i tes they a l so reflect the  v i ews of wh i teness 
dom inan t  in m a i nstream cu l tu re." A l though wh i te nat ion a l i sm  i s  not ent i re l y  re p­
resentat i ve of  the ma i nstream,  i t  i s  pa rt of  a h i story of wh i te rac i a l  o rgan iz i ng  
tha t  stems  back  to  the  abo l i t i on  of s l avery. The founder of Storm front, Don  B l ack, 
and  the po l i t i c a l  l eader  of  the movement, Dav id  Duke, both began the i r  rac i st 
ca reers i n  the Ku K l ux  K lan .  S i nce the yea r  fo l l ow ing the end of  the C i v i l  War, 
the KKK h a s  been the o rgan i zati ona l  man i festat i on of wh i te res istance to rac i a l  
c hange through every m ajor  per iod of potent i a l  rac i a l  change i n  t h e  U.S .  Wh i te 
nat ion a l i sm  i s  thus  pa rt of a centu ry long trad i t ion  of defend ing wh i teness and 
the wh i te commun i ty from rac i a l  change and rac i a l  Others .  As the sel f-defi ned 
border  guards of  wh i teness, wh i te nat ion a l i sts h ave much  to contri bu te about  
what  t h i s  res i stance to  rac i a l  ch ange i s  about, a bout  the im portance to wh i teness 
of segregated space, and of  the wh i te just i fi cat ion of th i s  segregat ion .  
Th i s  p a per i s  b ased on mon i tor ing and  ana l yz i ng the d i s course of the 
on l i ne  h u b  of  t h i s  movement, the b u l l et i n boards  of stormfront .org. I h ave chosen 
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to a n a l yze the d i scuss ion in th i s  on l i ne com mun i ty for m any reasons .  Storm front  i s  
not a forma l  group, b u t  an  e l ectron i c  meet i ng grounds  w i th j u st u nder 100,000 
wh i te rac i a l  act i v i s t  members from a var i ety of d i fferent o rgan izat i ons; i t  i s  th u s  
an  i d e a l  s i te for trac ing t h e  b roadest be l i e fs of  t h e  movement, as  opposed to jus t  
study ing one organ izat ion .  The on l i ne venue a l so prov ides  a u n i q ue poss i b i l i ty for 
the study of wh i te nat ion a l i sm  as i t  i s  both semi - p ri vate ( i nd i v i d u a l s  can engage 
i n  extended, heated and seem ing ly  persona l  debates) bu t  a l so semi - p u b l i c  (any­
one on l i ne can  watch these debates unfo l d  and often can contr i b ute to them) .  I 
thus had access to a w ide  var i ety of rants and d i a logues, between new members 
and o ld movement comrades, potent i a l  recru i ts and  sen i o r  moderators, and a nt i­
rac i s t  ch a l l engers and member's responses .  Stormfront member's demogra p h ­
i c s  covered a b road range of  be l i efs a n d  geogra phy, w i th neo -pagans,  N at iona l  
Soci a l i sts, and Chr i st i an  Ident i ty enth us i asts convers i ng  together across North 
and South Amer ica ,  Europe, South Afr ica ,  and Austra l i a . The top i CS ranged from 
bana l  conversat ions to esoter i c  p h i l osoph i c a l  rants to heated and ongo ing  debates. 
Th rough th i s  d i vers i ty of  types of wr i t i ng and wr i te rs the b u l l et i n  boards  cover  
the b readth of wh i te nat ion a l i s t  be l i efs and serve as  an  excel lent  s i te to  study  the 
mean ing of th i s  movement. The goa l  i n  attem pt ing to understand the log iC  of  the 
wh i te nat iona l i s t  movement i s  not to  i ncrease i ts accepta b i l i ty, but  to  understand 
i ts d raw. To better understand how to c h a l l enge wh i te s up rem acy we shou l d  
l earn how i t  i s  organ ized .  To recogn ize t he  p a radox of  Amer ican  eq u a l i ty for 
what  it i s, a raC i a l l y  bound concept of  eq u a l i ty, we have to understand the mora l  
regu l at ion wh i ch  perpetu ates the cont i nued be l i ef  i n  eq u a l i ty a l ongs ide  p ra ct i ces 
of i nequ a l i ty. I be l i eve that study ing what  the defenders of  wh i teness be l i eve 
they are defend ing can offer i ns ights i nto how wh i tes understand and perpetu a l l y  
defend the i r  wh i teness. B y  hear i ng the mot ivat ion o f  t h i s  c a l l  to wh i te nat ion a l ­
i sm,  understand ing  what  a t  base these seekers a re seek ing, I am  hop ing  to revea l  
some i ns ights i nto how best to expose a n d  c h a l l enge a l l  man i festat ions of  wh i te 
nat iona l i sm .  
Contri butions 
Al though a va ri ety of scho l ars h ave stud ied the l i n k  between wh i te s u ­
prem ac i s t  act iv i sts a n d  b roader  man i festat ions of  wh i te s up remacy, th i s  s tudy  
contr i butes to th i s  l i teratu re by engag ing w i th a new form of  d ata (on l i ne b u l l e t i n  
boards  i nstead of  i nterv iews or  l i teratu re rev i ews) and connect i ng the l i te ratu re 
about  wh i te sup rem acy with that  of nat ion a l i sm .  I be l i eve th i s  focus on n a t ion a l ­
i sm  a l so a l l ows for a new type of i nterrogat ion of  the mean ing  o f  the movement .  
Un l i ke an ana l ys i s  of race and su premacy, study ing  nat iona l i sm  opens up the 
i nq u i ry to show the way that  var ious  i dent i t ies (race, gender, c l ass, and sexu a l i ty) 
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a re i ntr i ca te ly  woven together in the i mag i n i ng of the commun i ty/n at ion and  thus  
re i n fo rce and  a re dependent u pon each other .  Th i s  i s  s ign i fi cant  because wh i te 
su premac i st and wh i te nat iona l i s t  movements h ave never on ly  focused on race a s  
a sepa rate o r  s i ngu l a r  i dent i ty, but  rather framed wh i teness as  a mora l commun ity 
defi ned by sexua l  codes and gender ro les .  Stud ies of nat ion a l i sm  he l p to show the 
way that these var ious i dent i t ies a re regu l a ted by s h a red mora l i ty, wh i c h  when 
a p p l i ed to stud ies of wh i te nat ion a l i sm a l l ows for a better i nterrogat ion of  the 
mot ivat ion and mean i ng  of the movement. Scarce ly l i tt le has been wr i tten a bout  
the na t ion a l i st e lements to  th i s  new wh i te sup remac i st movement. 
There a re two other s ign i fi cant  contr i but ions that  th i s  study  ma kes to the scho l ­
a rs h i p  ex p lo r i ng  wh i te s up rem acy a n d  wh i te nat ion a l i sm .  The fi rst i s  showing 
the q u a l i ta t ive ly  d i fferent ro les that  anti -Semi t i sm and rac i sm p l ay i n  the wh i te 
su premac i st The re a re two other s ign i fi cant  contr i b ut ions that  th i s  study  m a kes 
to the scho l a rs h i p  exp lor i ng  wh i te su p remacy and wh i te i m ag i n at ion .  A l though 
not  enough l i te ratu re exp lo res the rel at ions h i p and d i st i nct ion between rac i sm 
and  ant i - Sem i t i sm ,  the conversat ions on  Stormfront s how that  J ews p l ay a d i s ­
t i nct ly  d i ffe rent ro l e  i n  wh i te nat ion a l i sm  t h an  do peop le  of co lor/i nd igenous  peo­
p le .  Whereas peop le  of  co lor  a re v iewed i n  wh i te nat iona l i sm  as  a l i ens  o r  wha t  
Cha rles  M i l l 's c a l l s  "s u bpersons," i n sp i r i ng  fear  i n  wh i tes bu t  pos i ng  a t h reat  
eaS i l y  conta i ned through protecti ng rac i a l  d i fference and d i stance, J ews a re con­
ce ived a s  stra ngers who troub l e  the very concepts of race and nat ion u pon wh ich  
wh i te nat ion a l i sm i s  based .  Wh i te nat ion a l i sts a p pear  to  be obsessed w i th J ews 
and with a ttem pt ing to teach other wh i tes to v iew Jews not just as  non-wh i te, bu t  
as  evi l .  I n  t h i s  study I attempt to  e l aborate the d i fferences between rac i sm and  
ant i -Sem i t i sm i n  wh i te nat ion a l i sm .  And,  the fi n a l  s ign i fi cant contr i bu t i on  t h i s  
study  m a kes i s  i n  fu rther  exp lo r i ng  the  natu re of the rac i a l  t h reats fea red by wh i te 
su p remac i sts. Th i s  paper  focuses on the m ajor themes I found on Storm front and 
exp l o res the b roader  i m p l i c at ions th i s  study  suggests. 
Family values 
At the core o f  the mora l order, of the im agi ned wh i te n at ion, i s  the het­
erosexu a l  fam i l y  wh i ch i s  seen as the a potheos is  of wh i te mora l i ty, the b io log i ca l  
and mora l  reproduct ion of wh i teness .  And wh i l e  the  movement on Storm front 
i s  defi ned by i ts oppos i t ion as  h a te i n sp i red, i t  cou l d  j u st as eaS i l y  be descr i bed 
by i ts members as focus i ng  on fam i l y  va l ues, though a type of va l ues framed by 
unacknowledged v io l ence. In the wh i te nat ion a l i s t  im ag i nat ion the fam i l y  i s  the 
metonym of wh i te mora l i ty, re present ing rac i a l  pu r ity and respecta b i l i ty. Cr i t i c a l  
scho l a rs J enn i fer  F l u r i and Loa rra i ne Dow ler  wr i te "the fam i l y  trope rep resents 
the found at ion of  wh i te pu r i ty, beca use i t  i s  the embod iment of  rac i a l l y  'pure' 
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rep rod uct ion and the idy l l i c  construct ion of the wh i te nat ion." The d i scuss ion  
throughout the Storm front webs i te i s  h igh l y  gendered and  focused on rep roduc ­
t i on .  Dev i ant sexu a l i t ies  and  gender  ro les,  lega l i zed a bort ion and  d i vorce, a nd  
non-nuc lear  fam i l y  forms a re a l l  seen as d i rect attacks on wh i teness, one  mem­
ber wr ites, "The d i s p l a cement of ou r  trad i t i ona l  fam i l y  stru ctu re has  been  ou r  
enemy's most powerfu l  weapon aga i nst  us ." 
The rac i a l  warr iors on Storm front see themse lves as  defenders of the 
wh i te race, thus  protecto rs of the i r  h i story, cu l tu re, and sense of sel f. They frame  
themse lves as v ig i l a ntes, l i ke t h e  cowboy heroes i n  Western dramas, p rotect i ng  
the i r  homes and commun i t ies  from the uncerta i n  d a rk threats wh i ch  l i nger on  
t he  outsk i rts of the i r  commun i ty, ready  to attack or  be attacked. Th i s  a rt i c u l a t ion 
i s  based on the hyper-mascu l i ne warr ior, the strong man, w i l l i ng  to defend h i s  
fam i l y  b y  whatever means poss i b le .  As Abby Ferber wr i tes, the "centra l p roject 
of  the contem porary wh i te s up rem ac i s t  movement i s  the a rt i c u l at ion of  a wh i te 
ma l e  i dent i ty." But, just  as  cruc i a l  i n  wh i te nat ion a l i sm ,  wha t  these warr iors a re 
defend i ng, i s  the fem i n i ne wh i te mother and  the home and c h i l d ren she cu l t i vates .  
Th i s  d i v i s ion  of wh i teness, between rep roduct ion and border  protection i s  h igh l y  
gendered i n  i tse l f. With i n  the home women bear  a n d  ra i se c h i l d ren wh i l e  men 
defend and protect i t. 
A women's comm i tment to the movement i s  c a l l ed  i n to q uest ion i f  she  
doesn't take her fi rst res pons i b i l i ty, p rocreat i on, ser i ous l y. One  member  wr i tes 
"i f you h ave no c h i l d ren and des i re no c h i l d ren, un less you a re physi c a l l y  u n ab l e  to 
bear/produce c h i l d ren, I person a l l y  w i l l  h ave a h a rd t ime tak ing you seri ou s l y  as 
a WN." Another  member res ponded, "EXACTLY! A l l  t h i s  ta l k  a bout p reserv i ng  
the Wh i te race, bu t  no t  actu a l l y  want i ng  to  p roduce the next generat ion that  w i l l  
p rese rve us .  I just  don't get i t. I know I am thought  'd i v i s i ve' with  these be l i e fs 
but  th i s  sums i t  ALL up :  Without the next generat ion of  Wh i te c h i l d ren, ou r  race 
WILL die and there w i l l  be noth i ng  left to fight for." Break i ng with th i s  str ict  
understand i ng  of gender i s  seen as unq uest ion ab l y  defy ing  the natura l  order. An ­
other woman  wr i tes, 'We don't  wan t  or  respect l i t t le boys who are a fra i d  t o  a ct 
l i ke a man ." Th i s  imp l ies that  the focus  of c h i l d - rear i ng  i s  not s imp l y  on  re pro­
duc i ng  wh i te bab ies, but  on tra i n i ng  wh i te b a b ies in the i r  p roper gender ident i ty. 
The i m p l i cat ion of not respect ing " l i tt le  boys who a re a fra i d  to act l i ke a man" i s  
that  these women w i l l  teach  boys about  imp roper mascu l i ne behav ior, a n d  l i ke l y  
do t he  same for g i r l s .  The d r ive for wh i teness i s  a l so a c a l l  t o  ch a l l enge chang i ng  
gender ro les .  One  young women wr i tes :  
As a young adu l t, i t's d i s a ppo i nt i ng to see the ro les of  men and wom a n  
turn i ns i de  out. The ZOG m ach i ne s h ap i ng  the tod ay's woman  to be more 
v ic ious l y  snobby, greedy, mean, tras hy and  one cou ld  say uncar i ng  and  
unwoman ly. Men  a l so  turned th i s  way. Certa i n  persons h ave p red i cted 
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t h i s  i n s i de  out  and backwards reverse ro les .  I t' s  not hea l thy, logi c a l l y  
r ight, o r  wha t  natu re i ntended .  
I n  th i s  schema  any threat  to p atr i a rch a l  gender  ro les  i s  seen as a rac i a l  
t h reat. Take for i nstance the fo l l owing q uote d i scuss i ng fem i n i sm :  
Men  h ave lost the i r  way. Men  were once cons idered t he  b readwi nners .  
Now they  a re the rep l aceab les  often m ak ing l e s s  than  and  be i ng  depen­
dent  on the i r  w ives .  Poverty rates r i s i ng, those ho l d i ng  onto the d ream 
of  a two pa rent home strugg l i ng, i t' s  a l l  just  a b i - p roduct of  a movement 
des igned to destroy us .  
Th roughout  the s i te the b reakdown of  pa tr i a rch a l  gender  ro les i s  fra med 
not on ly  a s  a t h reat  to  wh i teness but  a l so as destroy ing wh i te ma le  econom i c  
power. I n  t h i s  natu ra l i zed rac i a l , heterosexu a l  log ic, gender prov i des t he  orga­
n i zat ion of  wh i teness and he l ps to protect econom ic  sta b i l i ty. I t  i s  in the perfor­
m ance of  these str ict gender  categor ies that  wh i teness w i l l  be protected and ,  
t h rough  the  heterosexu a l  rep roduct ion of  wh i te b ab i es, the wh i te race w i l l  be  
saved .  
To Stormfront  women the on ly  way to m a i n ta i n  a sense of  respectab i l i ty 
i s  to d a te and  m ate w i th wh i te men .  One member wr i tes that  a l though she  wasn't 
ra i sed "rac i a l l y  aware," the wh i te nat iona l i st descr i ptor for wh i tes who a re con­
sC i ous l y  wh i te nat ion a l i st, that she "was taught res pectab l e  va l ues and i nst i l l ed 
w i th a sense and  i m portance of honoura b i l i ty." For her then a comm i tment to 
respecta b i l i ty and  honor a re i m p l i c i t l y  connected to a comm i tment to wh i teness .  
Th i s  theme of honor i s  a l so connected to mora l  degeneracy: 
I fight  the fight to ma i nta i n  the Wh i te her i tage and cu l tu re for futu re 
generat i ons .  Why i s  that  i m portant? I see the degenerat ion of mora l s, certa i n  
u r b a n  a reas  a re no l onger cons idered "c i v i l i zed", racem ix i ng ha s  c au sed v i o lence 
i n  p u b l i c  schoo l s  and  the Amer ican peop le  h ave become pac i fied as we lose more 
and  more r ights for the s a ke of "pub l i C  s afety". I fi nd i t  i n terest i ng  how there a re 
no q u a rant i nes of d rug  res i stant, h i gh l y  i n fecti ous  d i seases for the s a ke of "pu b l i c  
s a fety". 
Th i s  l e ap  from wh i te cu l tu re to mora l  degeneracy, t h reats to c iv i l i zat ion ,  
and  d isease i s  not a un i que  connect ion .  As Ann Lau ra Sto le r  demonstrates i t  i s  
d i scou rses of  sexua l i ty wh i ch  defi ne  both  the bourgeo i s  se l f and the borders of  
the n at ion ,  correl a t i ng d i seases and mi scegenat ion as b i o log ica l threats .  And as 
George Mosse exp l i c ates i n  h is  study of  the emergence and dom inance of nat ion­
a l i sm i n  Europe, res pectab i l i ty serves as  the nat iona l u n i fi er, connect i ng sexua l i ty, 
gender, and race ro l es .  Wh i teness, sexua l  pur i ty, and trad i t i ona l  gender ro les a l l  
form a nexus  of res pectab i l i ty. A s  one Storm front member wr i tes s h e  i s  d rawn to 
wh i te nat ion a l i sm  wi th  ''[tJ he  hope to h ave good c l ean  Whi te b ab ies w i th a good  
c l e an  Wh i te m an." 
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Th is  mora l  pu r i ty is i nt im ate ly  t ied to the heterosexu a l  fam i l y. A thread 
a bout  the i ssue of  gay ma rr i age defends ma rri age as  a p reem inent heterosexu a l  
i nst i tut ion im portant to the ma i ntenance o f  wh i te cu l tu re .  One member wr i tes, 
'The whole promot ion of  gay ma rri age i s  just  one more, of many attem pts to 
destroy our soc iety and  redefi ne our defi n i t ions of  r ight and  wrong, so they c an  
fu rther weaken and demora l i ze us ." Another post exp l a i ns that  wh i te nat ion a l ­
i sts shou l d  oppose g a y  ma rr i age b y  br i ng ing t h e  d i scuss ion b a c k  to p rocreat ion .  
They wr i te, '' I ' l l  te l l  you why q ueers shou ld  not be ma rr ied,  nor accepted.  I t' s  very 
s im p le .  Marr i age i sn' t  a bout  the two peop le  i nvo l ved, whether they're q ueer o r  
stra ight. I t' s  a bou t  t he  ch i l d ren s u ch  a un i o n  wou l d  p roduce, and/or  ca re for." The 
post cont i nues that  two men cannot ra i se a "soc i a l l y-sta b l e  adu l t" and "whether 
the ch i l d  i s  ra i sed by q ueer men or q ueer women,  he w i l l  be ra ised with  ser i ­
ous ly  d i s h a rmon ious v a l ues-va l ues wh i c h  a re u l t im ate ly  dead ly  to ou r  race." 
A l though there i s  some d i s agreement about  whether or  not gay ma rr i age shou l d  
b e  accepted, the a rguments keep com ing  b a c k  to t h e  i d e a  t h a t  ma rr i age i s  rea l l y  
a contract between a man, a woman, a n d  the state whose pu rpose i s  about  s a fe­
guard i ng  c h i l d ren. One member asserts, "Homosexu a l i ty and Nat iona l  Soci a l i s m  
do not come together. NS  rejects t h i s  d i sease a n d  shamefu l  behav ior  a n d  s o  does 
WN." 
Aliens and Strangers 
Although there a re s im i l a r i t ies between the fea rs of peop le  of co lo r  and  
of J ews i n  wh i te nat i ona l i sm, there a re q u a l i tat ive d i fferences between ant i -Sem i ­
t i sm and rac i sm i n  the movement. A l though both i n sp i re fea r  and an imos i ty, rac ­
i sm and  anti -Semit i sm h ave d i fferent h i stor ica l mean i ngs. Ph i losopher Ch a rl e s  
M i l l s a rgues that  a rac i a l  contract s upp l ements the soc i a l  contract i n  the West, 
casti ng peop le  of co lo r  outs i de  the rea l m  of h um an i ty, etern a l l y  ma rk ing the body 
of color as a l ien and other. Th i s  d i v i s i on  between a l i en  s ubpersons and persons 
req u i red e l a borate conceptua l  and phys i c a l  fram ing  of  bodies and i deas, p a rt i c u ­
l a r l y  i n  co lon i a l  soc iet ies where there was much  i nterrac i a l  contact. Such  i s  t h e  
c a se  i n  t h e  Un i ted States, where t he  i nst i tut ion of  s l avery req u i red t h a t  Afr i can  
Amer icans  l i ve i n  i nt i m ate p rox im ity to  wh i tes, serv ing domest ic  d ut ies  and  even 
ra i s i ng  wh i te c h i l d ren .  A l though seen as  a l iens, peop le  of  co lor  were to l e rated 
w i th i n  a restri ct ive framework where the i r  movements and opt ions were a l most 
ent i re ly contro l led by wh i tes. Wh i te n at ion a l i sts fea r  that  th is  contro l  has s l i p ped 
and  these da rk bod ies, no l onger tota l l y  contro l l ed by wh i tes, a re im ag ined as  
threaten i ng  to  destroy wh i te soc iety. The fea r  i s  that  the "a l i ens" w i l l  s p read  the i r  
perce i ved immora l  and ch aot ic  natu re and transform the nat ion  i nto someth i ng  
a l i en  a nd  fore ign i tse l f. The two most popu l a r  man i festat i ons of  th i s  a l i en  i nvas i on  
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d i s cu ssed on Stormfront a re the fea r  of i nc reas i ng  numbers of i m m igrants of co lor  
and  the i dea  that  peop l e  of co lo r  a re v io l ent and a re engag ing i n  a race  war  w i th  
wh i tes .  
The fea r  of  i m m igrants of  co lor  i s  the theme of the cont i n u a l l y  pop u l a r  
th read  ent i t led "News from t h e  Border  {and why i t  s hou l d  be p rotected) ." Th i s  
t h read  focuses on  t he  U.S ./Mexi co border, wh i ch  a l s o  serves as  the metaphor i ­
c a l  l i m i ts of  the wh i te na t i on  and the fronti e r  of wh i teness .  The border l ands  a re 
portrayed as  the new front ier, a l awless p l ace r i fe with  v io l ence fu l l  of  d angerous 
bod ies  a ttem pt i ng to cross over  and attack the wh i te nat ion .  The th read  beg ins  
w i th a n  a rt i c l e  l i n k  about  a fa rmer l i v i ng  on the U.S .  s i de  of the border  whose 
c ab i n  was  attacked w i th gunfi re after the farmer shot a t  drug- smugg lers cross i ng  
h i s  p roperty. Th i s  story exem p l i fies  the conce pt ion that  a porous  border  a l l ows 
for the i nfi l trat ion of  a cr im i n a l  and ch aot ic e lement i n to the Un i ted States .  Mem­
bers respond to th i s  post w i th comments such  as  "I cannot th ink of a better reason 
to mine the border"  and "Min i ng  i t  i s  a n  excel l ent  idea !  A l so  beh ind the m i nefi e l d  
and  razorw i re fences, a road w i th Hum mers and Army so l d i e rs tak i ng  pot-shots 
at the Mex i cans." The posts portray a l l  Mex i can  undocumented i m m igrants as 
d rug  smugg lers or i nherent ly prone to v io lence, and as  th i s  l ast post shows, ad ­
vocate v i o l ent so l u t ions .  
Ant i -Sem i t i sm ta kes a d i fferent form.  In  Bl ack  Sk i n, Wh i te Masks Franz 
Fanon c h a racterized the d i fference between rac i sm aga i nst b l acks as  a bod i l y  and 
sex u a l  p hob i a  versus  Ant i -Semi t i sm as focused on a fear  of econom i c  exp lo i t a ­
t i on .  As Fanon  wrote regard i ng  rac i sm from a psychoana lyt i c  perspect i ve, "I n t he  
case of  the J ew, one  th i n ks of money and i ts cognates .  I n  that  of the  Negro, one  
th i n ks of  sex." Th i s  seems  to app ly  fa i r l y  wel l to  the  wh i te nat ion a l i s t  movement, 
w i th  peop le  of co lor  framed as p hys i c a l  th reats or sexu a l  th reats, w i th  i m m i ­
grants a l so framed as econom ic  th reats, a n d  Jews framed as econom i c  a n d  cu l tu ra l  
th rea ts .  Wh i te nat ion a l i sts a l so recogn ize that  peop le  of co lor  pose a more con­
ta i ned th reat  than Jews to wh i te su premacy because the race l i ne effect ive ly  seg­
regates wh i tes from peop le  of co lo r  spat i a l l y  and re l ati ona l l y. Wh i l e  at d i fferent 
po i nts i n  U .S .  h i story Jews were v i ewed as rac i a l l y  other, i n  How J ews Became 
White Fo l ks & What that  Says a bout Race  i n  Amer ica, Ka ren Brodk in  wr i tes tha t  
de l i berate po l i c ies  i n  the post-WWII Un i ted States changed the rac i a l  status of  
J ews from non -wh i te to  wh i te .  Wh i l e  the m ajor i ty of Amer icans now v iew Jews 
as wh i te, wh i te n at ion a l i sts ma i nta i n  a v iew of Jews as  non-wh i te and see the i r  
cu rrent status i n  the rac i a l  major i ty as  i mmense ly threaten i ng. Th us, pa rt of the  
d i fference between ant i -Semi t i sm and rac i sm i n  the movement i s  respond ing to 
the fact that  J ews are not segregated rac i a l l y  i n  the same way as peop le  of co lor. 
Wh i l e  the ant i -Semi t i sm on the s i te i s  h i sto ri c a l l y  p recedented, i t  mu st be taught 
to many of  the new members .  Th i s  i s sue i s  summed u p  i n  the fo l l ow ing  post : 
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For the average wh i te person, the b l acks & mex i cans a re much  more of a 
rea l  th reat. They w i l l  m u rder, ra pe and  rob you, these facts a re i n  the newspapers 
every s i ngle  d ay. And,  yes they need to be dea l t  w i th  fi rst. That  sa id ,  to he l p de­
ve lop a person i nto a WN, they do need to understand tha t  the Jews do the s ame  
th i ng, u s i ng  much  su bt ler  methods N atu ra l l y, t he  v a s t  amoun t  of  t he  peop le  i n  t he  
US a re ob l i v ious  to th i s  threat, desp i te the i r  very obv i ou s  contro l  of t he  med i a ,  
Wa l l  Street a nd  bank i ng. When a re they ever go i ng  t o  wake u p?? 
A l though most wh i tes s h a re in rac i st fea rs of  peop l e  of co lor, wh i te n a ­
t ion a l i sts a re the more astute rac i s ts i n  b roaden ing the i r  rac i s t  awareness to 
i nc l ude  Jews. A l though s im i l a r  and re l ated to rac i sm,  Ant i - Semi t i sm i s  of a d i ffer ­
ent q u a l i ty even though rac i sm and ant i -Semi t i sm both  endorse a v io lent exp u l ­
s i on. Wh i l e  the rac i a l izat ion o f  peop le  o f  co lor  ens u res tha t  wh i te nat ion a l i sm  i s  
defended through secur i ng  segregat ion, t he  s l i p pery rac i a l  categor izat i on of J ews 
mandates d i fferent means for secu r i ng wh i te s up remacy. The fo l lowi ng  d i scu s ­
s ion  thread from Stormfront exp l a i n s  the natu re of  wh i te nat iona l i sm's ram pa nt 
ant i -Semi t i sm .  I n  the th read "My feel i ngs on J ews," Storm front member I ndefens  
wr i tes that he  doesn't  understand the ant i -Jewish  obsess ion  on the s i te .  He  ac ­
knowledges that  he's "stepp i ng i n to a snakes' den" when he wr i tes that  he  wants 
to post h i s  confus ion a round the "who le  'J ewi sh  th i ng'" but wants to hear  a rgu ­
ments for ant i -Semi t i sm .  He beg ins :  
Let me say that  hav ing grown up in  an  u p per- c l ass  southern New Je rsey 
town, I know a lot of J ews, and my two best fr iends grow ing  up l i tera l l y  were Jew­
i sh .  I attended the i r  b a r  m i tzvah s, went  wi th  them down the shore, etc. . . 1 became 
rac i a l l y  aware after l i v i ng  i n  a most l y b l ack  ne igh borhood, so when I fi rst began 
i dent ify ing as a WN, I d i d n't  see the b ig  dea l  about  J ews but  I kept  my mouth s h u t  
because I d i d n't wan t  to j u m p  r ight i nto t h e  pool  and  start mak i ng  waves. A l so, I 
wanted to keep an  open m ind  and hear  what peop l e  h ad  to say  on the i ssue .  
I ndefens cont i nues that  a l though he recogn i zes that  as a grou p J ews 
"pu l led the i r  we ight as  scho l a rs, h i stor i ans, enterta i ners and  so forth throughout  
h i story," he a l so recogn izes that  they a re a l so  "l a rgel y  respons i b l e  for the mu l t i ­
cu l tu ra l i sm t h a t  i s  destroy ing ou r  western nat ions" t h u s  h ave l i ke ly  caused more 
d amage th an  good i n  the Western .  He recogn i zes that  there i s  a q u a l i ta t i ve gap  
between h i s  v i ews aga i nst t he  ro l e  of J ews i n  s upport i ng mu l t i c u l tu ra l i sm and  t he  
vehement ant i -Semi t i sm i n  wh i te nat ion a l i sm  and asks, "So, i s  there someth i ng  
i m portant I 'm  m i s s i ng, here?" 
The Neo-Naz i s  and H i t l e r  s upporters undertake I ndefens' educat ion  
about  the s ign i fi c a nce and mean i ng  of  ant i -Semi t i sm,  w i th the fi rst rep l y  g i v i ng  
a l i nk to  t he  Amer ican Naz i  Pa rty. Th rough t he  ensu i ng  exchanges he  s hows he  
fa i l s  to  grasp t he  true threat  of  t he  J ew i n  the wh i te nat ion a l i s t  im ag ina t ion  and  
so another member co i n s  i n  w i th t h i s  c l a ri fi c at ion, "J u st i n  case i t  h asn't  been 
33 
The Apartheid Conscience: Gender, Race, and Re-imagining the White Nation in Cyberspace 
stated d i rect l y  . . .  They a re EVI L ! ! "  Th rough more posts i n ters pers i ng accusat ions  
about  dece i t, greed, an  ant i -wh i te i m perat ive, s u pport for mu l t i cu l tu ra l i sm,  and 
p l ans  to ta ke over  the wor ld ,  a l ong with com ments about  the i r  th reats to  wh i te 
mora l i ty, Storm front members coax I ndefens i n to ant i -Semi t i sm .  Respond ing to a 
suggest ion tha t  he  search the s i te for s im i l a r  p rev ious  posts he  responds, "Th anks! 
Wi l l  do ." H i s  comment i m p ly i ng  that  I ndefens is tak ing h i s  ant i -Sem i t i c  lessons 
seri o u s l y  from th is  o n l i ne com mun i ty. S im i l a r  conversat ions and convers ions  a re 
found  th roughout  the webs i te, suggest ing the s i te i s  rel at ive ly su ccessfu l  a t  re­
c ru i t i ng  new Ant i -Sem i tes .  
These d i fferences between rac i sm and  ant i -Semi t i sm a re confu s i ng to 
those of us who  do not ascri be to them.  Zygmant Bauman's Modern i ty and the 
Ho locaus t  i s  usefu l  i n  he l p i ng to c l a r i fy these d i st i nct ions .  Bau m an descr i bes 
modern Western soc iet ies as  be ing organ ized l i ke a garden, with  race des ig­
na t i ng  the  d angerous  and ch aot ic weeds from the beaut i fu l l y  cu l t ivated rows of  
the ga rden i ng  state. G i ven that  J ews a re now common ly  cons idered wh i te, the 
des ignat ion between who be longs in  the mora l  "garden" versus  who i s  actu a l l y  
t h rea ten i ng  t h a t  order  through the i r impu re rac i a l  essence becomes b l u rred. The 
de - rac i a l i zat ion of  J ews then i s  seen as i ncred i b l y  threaten i ng. On the other hand  
the extreme rac i a l i zat ion of  peop le  of co lo r  cont i nues to  c l ea rl y  deS ignate those 
who do  not be long i n  the soc iety and effect ive ly  segregates soc i ety a l ong the race 
l i ne .  Wh i l e  the rac i a l  status of J ews poses a d i fferent form of  rac i a l  t h reat, the 
concept of  the J ew actu a l l y  troub les the very idea of race wh i ch  a lso exacerbates 
a nt i -Sem i t i sm .  
Bauman  conce ives of the Jew as the "stranger" who unsett les rac i a l  and  
na ti ona l  i dent i ty categor ies .  When n at ion a l  i dent i ty became so i m portant i n  t he  
Modern  era, the Jews were, as Arendt noted '''a non-nat i ona l  e lement i n  a wor ld  
of  growing  o r  ex i s t i ng  n at i ons .'" As nat iona l i sm  grew in prom i nence, the i ntern a ­
t iona l i ty of J ews c h a l l enged t h e  b i n a ries ho l d i ng t h e  not ion of t h e  nat ion a l  com ­
mun ity together a nd, "The wor ld t ight ly  packed with nat ions a n d  nat ion - states 
a bho rred the non-nat iona l  vo i d .  J ews were in such a vo i d :  they were the vo id ." 
Th us  the J ews a re strangers i n  Europe, the i r  very ex istence be ly ing the categor ies  
which personhood and nat ionhood were pred i cated u pon.  But, u n l i ke the other 
races wh ich were c l ea r l y  and cons i stent ly defi ned as unass im i l a b l e  prob lems  in  
Europe i n  the ear ly  1900's, J ews "were an a nti - race, a race to underm i ne and  
po i son  a l l  o ther  races, to  s ap  not  just  the i dent ity of any race i n  pa rt i cu l a r, bu t  the  
rac i a l  order i tse l f." J ews posed an  i n su rmountab l e  c h a l l enge to  the creat ion of the  
u top i c  rati ona l  d ream of  order and fi x i ty, the i r  m ass exod us  from Europe was the  
pu rported on l y  so l ut ion and thus  the Ho locaust  when that  became unfeas i b l e .  
Wh i te nat ion a l i s t  h atred of Jews i s  then not s imp l y  about  po l i c i ng  the 
borders of  the rac i a l  contract, bu t  secur ing the very not ion of race that  governs 
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those borders .  Th rough comb i n i ng th i s  fea r  of the strangeness of J ews w i th tra ­
d i t i ona l  ant i -Semi t i c  i deo logy of accus i ng  J ews of possess i ng  near ly  omn i potent  
power, Storm front members comb i ne cr i t i ques  of  what they refer  to as "J ew i s h  
s up rem acy" w i t h  more emot ion a l l y  l aden i n secur i t ies  a bout  t h e  destruct ive po ­
tent i a l  of J ews; fear i ng the i r  "paras i t i c  n atu re," t h e i r  "embod i ment of  ev i l ," t he i r  
"cancerous" essence. J ews a re b l amed for t he  "p l ague  of mu l t i c u l tu ra l i sm," for 
s upport i ng mu l t i cu l tu ra l  po l i c ies  wh i c h  c h a l l enge wh i te s u p remacy, a cons p i racy 
wh ich  fi ts str i k i ng ly  i nto the h i stor i c a l  fea rs fue l l i ng  ant i -Semi t i sm .  As the race 
that destab i l i zes the very noti on of  race and nat ion a l i sm  and the race most con­
s p i rator i a l l y  dep i cted as possess i ng i ncreas i ng ly  omn i potent contro l  over w h i te 
nat ions and c h a l l eng ing wh i teness and wh i te s up remacy. 
The nature of the threats 
Rac i a l  Others i nvoke fea r  i n  wh i te nat iona l i sts because they rep resent 
th reats to respectab i l i ty, pu r i ty and thus  the mora l  o rder  of  sOc iety. To fu rthe r  
understand t he  mean i ng  of  these th reats and the i r  perce ived destruct ive n ature 
i t  i s  usefu l  to look at po l i t i c a l  p h i losopher Er i c  Voege l i n's  a rgument that  the r i se  
of secu l a r i sm a l l owed for the growth of  the race i dea .  Voegel i n  wr i tes that  w i th 
the r ise of secu l a r i sm,  "we see the fi rst sym ptoms of  a p rocess that  we may  ca l l  
the externa l i zat ion o f  ev i l ," i n  wh i c h  rac i a l i zed others come to embody not jus t  
d i fference, but  an ev i l  or  s i n fu l  essence. The dem arcat ion of rac i a l i zed peop l e s  
as "Other" left wh i teness, the u nmarked rac i a l  category, as  the rac i a l  norm w h i l e  
i ts rac i a l ized fo i l  a l l owed for wh i teness to be im ag i ned as good a n d  mora l as op­
posed to the i n he rent ly ev i l  rac i a l  Other .  Voege l i n  cont i nues, "Pa ra l le l  w i th the  
pos i t ive race idea  we fi nd the evo l ut ion of a counter- i dea ,  the i dea  of a counter ­
race. The Satan i s t i c  i dea  of  the J ew i s  a theo log ica l l y  essent i a l  p a rt of the race 
symbo l ." Tak ing Voegel i n's  concept of race and the extern a l izat ion of  ev i l  a l ong 
with M i l ls' concept of the rac i a l  contract and i ts des ignat ion  of persons from  
s ub persons shows t h e  way  t h a t  t h e  rac i a l  Other serves to define  wh i tes as  mora l  
a n d  good a s  we l l  a s  rat i ona l  a n d  autonomous .  Extern a l i z i ng  evi l p rov ides  a doub l e  
pu rpose, both l eav ing t he  extern a l i z i ng  com mun ity c l ea r  of  ev i l  t hus  mora l l y  good 
wh i l e  a l so p rovi d i ng t h i s  commun ity with a constant fo i l  a s  a rem i nder  of  j ust 
how good that  commun i ty i s  as  com pared to the i n he rent ly  d a rk and ev i l  Other. 
The constructi on of a s ub person popu l at ion serves the same doub l e  pu rpose for 
esta b l i s h i ng the popu l at ion of fu l l  persons as  mora l  and rat i ona l  i n  contrast to the 
i nchoate m ass of sub persons .  
Wh i l e  both construct peop le  of color as  rac i a l l y  other or  a l i en, they a re 
a l so both project ions wh i c h  secure wh i te s u bject i v i ty as  mora l ,  rationa l ,  au tono­
mous, and good .  I am  suggest ing that  to  better  understand the terro r  th a t  the  
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rac i a l  other  i n s p i res in the wh i te nat ion a l i s t  im ag inat ion we must exp l o re the 
rel a t ions h i p  between wh i teness and p roject ion .  As the race concept emerged 
concom i ta nt to European co lon i a l  expans ion, i t  i s  c l e a r  that  rac i a l  c l a s s i fi cat ion 
served to defend co lon i a l  v i o l ence. Th rough fram ing  co lon ized popu l at ions as pos­
sess i ng  a rac i a l i zed essence wh ich was  i rrat i ona l ,  s u b - h uman, and i nherent ly  ev i l , 
the race concept just i fi ed  European co lon i a l  v io l ence wh i l e  s h i e l d i ng Europeans 
from the gu i l t  that  such  v io l ence wou l d  i nd uce.  By fram ing  rac i a l i zed peop les  a s  
savages and  sexu a l  t h reats to  wh i te women co lon i a l  v io l ence was  actu a l l y  con­
strued a s  defend ing  respectab i l i ty. Yet p ro l i fi c  and horr i fy i ng  savage v io l ence 
was  condoned and  comm i tted by wh i tes i n  the Un i ted States as wel l a s  g loba l l y  
t h roughout  co lon i zat ion a n d  through the i nst i tut ion of  s l avery. A strange i nver­
s ion occu rred however; whereas the v io l ence needed to secu re co lon i a l i sm  was  
i m mense the co lon ized popu l at ion was  a lways dep i cted as  the v io l ent and  savage 
com mun i ty. Th i s  i nvers ion  seems to h i nge on project ion .  
Project ion i s  defi ned as the p rocess of exte rna l i z i ng  negat ive fee l i ngs out­
s ide the se l f.  The p roject ion must be constant ly  secu red as a n  extern a l  o bject so 
tha t  the s u bject i s  not overtaken by the i nterna l  ba tt le .  Wh i l e  a l l  p roject ions a re 
seen a s  extern a l  to those project i ng but  i n  actu a l i ty stem from the fea rs w i t h i n  the 
projector themse lves. Draw ing  on Lacan i a n  psychoana lys i s, Teres a  Brennan  a r­
gues tha t  the p roject i on of  i nterna l  negat iv i ty i s  connected to the need to dom inate 
externa l  s p a ce, that  "the  var ious  pressu res and fea rs produce a sense of  spat i a l  
constr i ct i on and a fea r  of l o s s  of terr i tory. S i nce t he  sense of s e l f  depends on a 
certa i n  s p at i a l  defi n i t ion these pressu res h ave a persecutory fee l ;  they jeopa rd i ze 
th at  s p ati a l  defi n i t ion ." Th i s  fosters pa rano i a as the s ubject i s  both defi ned by, 
thus  rel i a nt u pon, externa l  o bjects and sp at i a l  contro l  to ma i nta i n  a sense of  se l f  
and  a l so generates fea r  that  e i ther  the objects w i l l  s h i ft or  the extern a l  p rojec­
t ions  may retu rn to persecute the one who p rojects. There i s  t hus  a need to con­
tro l s p ace i n  order  to secure the p roject i on .  
Rac i a l l y, the p roject i on of ev i l  as wel l as  ch aos, d i sorder, and  i m mora l i ty 
onto peop l e  of  co lor  i s  dependent on as  we l l  as i ns p i res a need fo r segregat ion .  
Due to fea r  of  encou nter ing the other, soc i a l  d i stance i s  ma i nt a i ned wh i c h  secures 
the projecti on as n atura l  and uncontested by re l at ionsh i ps .  A l though spat i a l  con­
tro l  th rough segregat ion he lps  to secure the project ion th i s  is neve r com p l ete. So, 
"the  pass i fi e r  fears reta l i a t ion for the badness projected onto the other." The 
s ign i fi cant  fear  of peop le  of  co lor  i n  wh i te nat iona l i sm a l l u des to the questi on i f  
t h e  fea r  of  rac i a l  Others a n d  rac i a l  i n tegrat ion i s  actu a l l y  a fea r  o f  reta l i a t ing pro ­
ject ions .  I t  i s  thus  usefu l  to  ask  what  t he  rac i a l  Other  represents to wh i te mora l i ty 
and s ubject iv i ty, a q uest ion wh i c h  po i nts to the rel i ance on d i stance from peop le  
of co lor  to  secu re the p roject ions wh ich  defi ne  wh i teness mora l l y. As J ames Ba ld ­
w i n  so a pt l y  a rt i c u l a ted the p l i gh t, "I f I am not  who you say  I am,  then you a re not 
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who you th i n k  you a re, and that  i s  the c ri s i s." 
It i s  ev i dent from the conversat ions in Storm front  that  wh i te nat ion a l i s ts 
a re terr ified of a break-down i n  the rac i a l  contra ct because they fea r  that  wha t  
wh i tes have done to others w i l l  n ow be done t o  wh i tes. One  member warns, "To 
you race-tra i to rs, do you be l i eve tha t  when the wh i te race fa l l s  there w i l l  be a 
p l ace for you i n  a d a rk wor ld? No  . . .  They w i l l  do to you everyth i ng  we have ever 
done them and worse. The race war i s  a l ready u pon us .  J ust  look at Rhodes i a  and  
South Afr ica ." Not on ly  i s  the fea r  that  the v io l ence w i l l  turn onto wh i tes, bu t  
t ha t  t he  persecut ion w i l l  be genoc i d a l , no t  j u s t  eventu a l l y  destroy ing t he  wh i te 
race but  exti ngu i s h i ng  wh i tes today. Extreme pa rano i a i s  t h i c k  i n  the conversa­
t ions  and denotes a fea r  of  destruct ive retu rn i ng  project ions .  One member wr i tes; 
'''Don't make me exti nct! '  Why do I h ave to j u st i fy my ex istence? When someone 
says they don't ca re i f  wh i tes d i s a ppear, po int at  a wh i te c h i l d  and say, 'So you 
don' t  care i f  she  becomes exti nct?' There i s  no comeback  to th at, and i f  they try, 
they then become easy to tea r  a pa rt. I fight  fo r wh i tes because I want to l i ve and  
I do not h ave to  just i fy my l i fe to  anyone." The i n d i v i d u a l  themse lves and the 
im agi ned wh i te g i r l a re portrayed as  somehow threatened w i th  death by th i s  d a rk 
ons l a ught. 
The theme that  wh i tes a re actu a l l y  t h reatened w i th genoc ide i s  v i s i b l e  
throughout t he  conversat ions on t he  s i te. One  thread  i s  speC i fi c a l l y  ded i cated to 
the quest ion " Is the US Federa l  Government comm i tt ing Genoc ide?," mean i ng  
genoc ide aga i nst wh i tes . The symmetry between w h i te Amer i c a  be i ng  founded 
on the  genOC ide  of N at ive Amer i cans and the present phob i a  by wh i te nat i ona l i sts 
that they themse lves a re exper i enc ing genoc ide  i s  sta rk. Of  the near ly  two - hun ­
d red respondents to th i s  q uest ion of  wh i te genOC i de, 85% concu r t h a t  there i s  
cu rrent ly a genOC i d a l  c ampa ign aga i nst wh i tes by t he  U .S .  government. Uncan n i l y  
assoc i at ing t h i s  fear  of ethn i c  persecut ion w i th genOc ide  com m i tted by wh i tes i n  
the making o f  Amer ica ,  one member wr i tes, "Li ke the Cherokee tra i l  o f  tea rs we 
are be ing forced out of our own com mun i t ies  by i nvad i ng  armies  of i l l ega l  i m m i ­
grants . . .  a n d  the steady loss of  jobs, forC i ng  us to l i ve i n  non -wh i te commun i t ies .  
" Th roughout  the s i te the v io l ence or ig i n at i ng i n  wh i te su premacy i s  p rojected ou t  
and i m ag i ned i nstead  as a threat to  wh i tes. 
Concluding thoughts and broader ramifications 
The wh i te nat ion a l i sm on Sto rm front represents a n  extreme gro up, yet 
the n at ion they i mag ine and the fea rs they fan, of externa l  d a rk th reats bent on 
destroy ing the nat ion, i m m igrants ste a l i ng jobs, and attacks on the fam i l y  v a l ues 
of patr i a rch a l  heterosexu a l i ty a re w idespread  t h roughout  contem pora ry pop u l a r  
po l i t i cs and cu l ture. And,  even wi th  t h e  i ncreas i ng  d i ffi c u l ty o f  ma i nta i n i ng  seg-
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regated s pace g iven  rac i a l  demograph i c  changes, the rac i a l  segregat ion needed 
to m a i nta i n  a wh i te nat ion fantasy cont inues .  Accord i ng to an  a rt i c l e  in The New 
York li mes M agaz ine from 1995, "wh i tes th i s  t ime  a re not j u st f lee i ng  the c i t i es  
for the s u b u rbs .  They a re l eav ing ent i re metropo l i tan a reas and states- who le  
regi ons- for wh i ter  dest i nat ions . . .  The wh i tes l eav ing h igh - imm igrati on  a reas  
a re those most l i ke l y  to  be com peti ng wi th  imm igrants for jobs ,  s pace, and  cu l ­
tu ra l p r i m acy." B y  the yea r  2025 wh i l e  demograph i c  trends show t h a t  twe lve 
states w i l l  h a ve popu l at ions that a re l ess than 60 percent wh i te, twelve states 
w i l l  h ave wh i te pop u l at ions exceed i ng  85 percent. A l though fou r  decades h ave 
passed s i nce the str i k i ng  down of  J i m  Crow l aws and m u l t i cu l tu ra l i s m  is now 
m a i nstream ,  wh i tes cont i nue to p rove the i r  a l leg i ance is to l i v i ng  in rac i a l l y  ho ­
mogenous  com m u n i t ies  even when that  req u i res mov ing  trans - region a l l y. 
Wh i te su premacy has  not been destroyed i n  the post -C iv i l R ights Amer­
i c a  i t  h a s  s i m p l y  been transformed.  I be l i eve that  the a parthe i d  consc ience seen 
in the wh i te nat iona l i st movement i s  he l pfu l  to understand th i s  rep roduct ion  of  
wh i te s u p remacy i n  Amer ica .  I n  the past forty years many c i v i l r ights l aws h ave 
been i m p lemented and schoo l  curr i c u l um  has changed to i ncorporate a b roader  
understand i ng  of Amer i can  h i story wh i ch  recogn i zes rac i sm .  But can  th i s  l eg­
i s l a t ion  c h ange the cu l tu re created over a centu ry and a ha l f  of l ega l i zed rac ­
i sm  w h i ch was  organ ized no t  on ly  a round i nst itut i ona l i zed s up rem acy bu t  a l so 
i n tern a l i zed  symbo l i c a l l y  on an  i n d i v i d u a l  l evel and i m bedded i n  mora l i ty? Wh i l e 
m u l t i c u l tu ra l i sm c h a l l enges some aspects of wh i te s up remacy, i t  stops wel l short 
of  recogn i z i ng  the way  that  wh i teness as  a su p remac i s t  concept and  cong lomera­
t ion  of  p ract i ces i s  i nseparab l y  connected to nati ona l i s t  p ract ices and i dent i ty. Un ­
l i ke ant i - rac i sm wh i ch  exp l i c i t l y  pO i nts to t he  re l a t ion between power and  race, 
m u l t i c u l tura l i sm  is not d i rected at end ing wh i te su premacy but on represent i ng  or 
ce l eb rat i ng d i fferent races, thus  wh i teness rema i ns the unnamed and oppress ive 
norm l eft i nv i s i b l e  to wh i tes. 
Ex p lor i ng the re l a t ionsh i ps between wh i te s up rem acy and nat ion a l i sm  
com p l i ca tes both ant i - rac i s t  strateg ies for c ha l l eng ing wh i te s up rem acy as we l l  
a s  po i nts to some d i stu rb ing potent i a l  futu re trends i n  race re l at ions i n  Amer i ca .  I t  
seems th at efforts a t  a nti - rac i s t  educat ion and organ iz i ng  w i l l  b e  h am pered wi th ­
out  understa nd i ng the ro l e  that  subconsc ious fea rs and i rrat i ona l  p rojecti ons may 
p l ay  i n  secur i ng  a wh i te i dent i ty. There i s  great i rony of cou rse i n  understand i ng 
wh i teness as based on rac i a l  fea rs and mora l i ty, fo r wh i teness i s  i tsel f the ca use of 
wides p read  rac i a l  te rror  and a mora l  system b ased on v io l ent exc l u s i ons .  As Da­
v id  Roed iger wr i tes, wh i teness i s  the "terr i fy ing attempt to  b u i l d  an  i dent i ty based 
on wha t  one i s n't and what one can ho l d  back," wh i teness h as a lways req u i red 
s ign i fi cant v io l ence to bo l ster the fac;ade of rac i a l  d i fference. What  I be l i eve t h i s  
study  i s  usefu l  i n  exp l i cat i ng i s  that  wh i l e  wh i te su premacy i s  c l ea r l y  perpetu ated 
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by a sense of wh i te rac i a l  su per ior i ty and enti t l ement, that  much  rac ist  act ion 
may  a l so  be perpetu ated by terro r, a terror  ba sed on expos ing wh i te mora l i ty 
as h av ing an i n herent ly mendac ious  c ha racter and for perpetu at ing traged ies  o f  
ep i c  p roport ions .  What  wh i te nat ion a l i sts a l so show us i s  t h e  d i ffi cu l ty i n  ta l k i ng  
abou t  wh i teness w i thout  a l so  ta l k i ng  a bout  gender as a structu r ing e lement of  
wh i te rac i a l  i dent i ty. 
On the l evel of  b roader  cu l tura l  po l i t i cs  there a re a l so many concerns .  
With the cont i nued d i s i ntegrat ion of com mun i t i es, trad i t ion a l  gender ro les, and 
economies due to the constant desta b i l i z i ng  potent i a l  of  g l oba l i zed l ate -ca p i ta l ­
i s m  there a re m any reasons for a l l  of  us  to fee l  u ncerta i n  of  o u r  very locat ions and  
i dent i t ies .  For wh i tes, th i s  soc i a l  and econom i c  d i sso l ut ion, cou p led w i th rac i a l  
transformat ion a n d  a s l ow, i f  s l ight, loss of  rac i a l  pr iv i lege may  b e  a moti vat ion to 
b l ame chang ing rac i a l  concepts for the b roader  soc i a l  and economic  i nsta b i l i ty of  
cap i t a l i sm .  Noam Chomsky a rgues tha t  i n  the U.S . ,  " a  de l i berate po l i cy  i s  d r i v i ng  
t he  country toward a k i nd  of th i rd wor ld  mode l ,  w i th  sectors of great pr i v i l ege, 
growi ng numbers of  peop l e  s i nk i ng i n to poverty or  rea l  m i sery, and a su perfl u ­
o u s  popu l at ion confi ned i n  s l ums  or  expe l l ed  rap i d l y  i nto the pr ison system." I n  
response to these grow ing cr i ses, "peop le  who wou l d  have been work ing to b u i l d  
the C l O  6 0  years ago a re now jo i n i ng pa ram i l i ta ry organ izat i ons ." Xenophob i a  
and sectar i an i sm m a y  wel l be more a ppea l i ng, comforti ng, a n d  easy to grasp  t han  
t he  mass i ve fl ux  and i neq u a l i ty created by neo l i bera l g l oba l  c ap i ta l i sm .  
With pressu re on states to decrease soc i a l  spend i ng, effecti vel y cutt i ng  
safety networks, the fea r  of  destab i l i zat ion i s  i ndeed a rea l  one .  The comfort found  
i n  i m ag in ing and defend ing  t he  im age of  the na t i on  as  a secure rac i a l  home gov­
erned by one's core va l ues may be the a ppea l i ng opt ion .  McLaren wr ites, 'Wh ite­
ness offers a safe 'home' for those im per i led by the fl u x  of ch ange. Wh i teness can  
be cons i dered as a conscr i pt ion of the process of pos i t ive se l f- i dent i fi cat ion i nto 
the service of domi nat ion through i nscr i b i ng  i dent ity i n to an onto-ep i stemo log i c a l  
framework of 'us' versus  'them .'" Whereas  McLa ren h i nts t h a t  i t  i s  c ap i ta l i sm  
wh i c h  must be  contested i n  order  to c h a l l enge rac i sm,  I be l i eve i t  i s  c l e a r l y  t he  
oppos i te wh i ch we  must be wary of, t h a t  i t  i s  rac i sm wh i c h  w i l l  i n h i b i t  ou r  a b i l i ty 
to c h a l l enge the monopo ly  of wa r-d r iven cap i t a l i sm  and i ts devastat ing effects on 
h uman i ty and the envi ronment. 
Fo r wh i tes, t h i s  soc i a l  and econom i c  d i sso l ut ion, cou p led  w i th rac i a l  
transformat ion a n d  a s l ow, i f  s l ight, l oss of rac i a l  p r i v i l ege may  be a mot ivat ion 
to b l ame chang ing rac i a l  concepts for the broader soc i a l  i nsta b i l i ty of c ap i ta l i sm .  
Cou p led w i th decreas i ng  p u b l i c  space to open l y  d i scuss th i s  s ign ificant  pheno m ­
enon, Stormfront's cap i t a l izat ion o f  t h e  i n ternet may  p rove a successfu l  tact i c. 
As Swa i n  a rgues, the anonymity of  the i nternet may  be one of the l ast p l a ces 
where many wh i tes fee l  they may free ly exp ress the i r  amb iva lence, fru strat ion ,  
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and  confus ion  about  race. Many wh i tes end u p  on Stormfront seem ing ly  w i th a 
pos i t ive i ntent ion of  fi nd i ng a way to fee l  p roud of  the i r  h i story, c u l tu re, and  race 
and d i scuss  the i r  concerns. The l i m i ted fra mework and representat ion of  v iews i n  
the  cha trooms  l ead  many to become i ndoctri n ated i n to wh i te nat ion a l i s t  i deo logy. 
But, the b roader  cu l tura l  m i l i eu  a l so encou rages th i s  phenomenon .  Swa i n  con ­
c l udes tha t  the cu rrent soc i a l  dynam i c  i n  Amer i c a  can  on ly  "nou ri s h  wh i te rac i a l  
consc iousness and wh i te nat ion a l i sm" wh i ch  she a rgues i s  "the next l og i c a l  stage 
for i dent i ty po l i t i c s  i n  Amer i ca ." The wh i te nat ion a l i st movement i s  s uccessfu l l y  
pedd l i n g  i ts d i v i s i ve a n d  v io l ent message a n d  expand i ng i ts base th rough bo l ster­
i n g  rac i st mora l i ty, my hope is that the ant i - rac i s t  movement does a better job of 
d i sm ant l i ng  it . 
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I d eas  of  race, rac i a l  i denti ty, and rac i a l  categor izat ion,  ref lect the i n con­
s i stent, context-spec i fi c  and fl uctu at ing natu re of rac i a l  mean i ng  (Nage l ,  1986; 
Forbes, 1990; Dav i s, 1991; Nage l ,  1994; Haney-Lopez, 1995; Ignat iev, 1995; Ki b ­
r i a, 1 996,1998; N i ven & Zi l ber, 2000; Morn i ng, 2001; Lacy, 2004) .  Stud ies 
of  rac i a l  h i erarchy, spec i fi c a l l y, enab le a n  understand i ng  of not on ly the soc i a l  
constru ct i on of  race, b u t  a l so the manner i n  wh i c h  i deas o f  race operate to i n fl u ­
e\\ce human  rea l i ty.l Wi th i n  the Un i ted States, race "permeates t h e  l i ves o(  the 
n at ive- born and imm igrants a l i ke" (Bash i  & McDan ie l ,  1997, p .  686, see a l so 
Bash i ,  1998). More s pec i fi ca l l y, a cont i n uum  between wh i te and b l a ck  pers i sts 
and is a cr i t i c a l  conceptu a l  schema ground i ng  the m any man i festat i ons of rac i sm 
i n  the Un i ted States. Th i s  wh i te-to -b l ack  cont i nuum i s  h i erarch i c a l  as wel l w i th 
wh i tes a t  the top and b l acks at the bottom (Feag in, 2000, p. 220). Wh i l e  the 
s pec i fi c  h i sto ry of  the Un i ted States fac i l i tates th i s  h i e ra rchy, i t  has a l so been 
found beyond the borders of  the Un i ted States (Sm a l l , 1994, Twine, 1998). 
Further fram i ng  th i s  wh i te - to - b l ack  h i era rchy is the assert ion that some 
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groups  a re ne i ther wh i te nor b l ack, yet fi l l  a n  i n termed i a ry space that  entrenches 
the oppos i t ion of  the two po les between wh ich they a re p l aced (see A lm aguer, 
1994 for a h i stor i ca l  treatment of t h i s  top i c) .  An  exce l l ent examp l e  of th i s  s i tuat ­
i ng  i s  the resea rch rega rd i ng the un ique or even "mode l  m inor i ty" status attr i b u ted 
to As i an-Amer icans (Ch ae, 2004; Ed les, 2004; Ho, 2003; Tuan, 1998; Yamato, 
1999). Min (1999) exp l i c ates the or ig ins  of much  of  t h i s  research as fo l l ows :  
I n  the 1970s, the U.S .  med i a  and many scho l a rs portrayed As i an-Amer i ­
cans as successfu l  m i nor i ty groups  that  overcame d i sadvantages through 
h a rd work, fam i l y  t ies, and emph as i s  on ch i l d ren's educat ion .  Large l y  i n  
react ion to  th i s  "model  m i nor i ty" thes i s ,  As i an -Amer i can scho l a rs began  
to  emphas i ze the stru ctu ra l b a rr iers fac i ng  As i a n -Amer icans .  The rev i ­
s ion i s t  cr i t i q ue  of  the model  m i nor i ty thes i s  cu rrent l y  h a s  a powerfu l  i n ­
f luence i n  As i an -Amer i can  scho l a rs h i p  (195) .  
Th i s  "rev i s i on i st cr i t i q ue" cr i t i c a l l y  engages the reduct ion i st, mono l i t h i c  
a nd  de-contextu a l i zed construct ion of  t he  mode l  m i nori ty and p resents a more 
com p lete understand i ng  of  dynam i c  As i a n -Amer i can  exper iences i n  the m ids t  of  
rac i a l  group  struggles .  Lee (1994) for examp l e, s uggests that  t he  rep resentat ion 
of the model m i no rity i s  not stat ic, and rep resents a comp l ex comb i nat ion of  con­
textu a l  i n fl uences i n  the schoo l i ng exper ience of As ian Amer ican youth .  
Arab -Amer icans  prov ide  a nother examp l e  of  an  emergent i ntermed i a ry 
group .  Pa rti cu l a r l y  v i s i b l e  s i nce September  11 ,  2001, Arab-Amer icans h ave come 
to  the fore of race rel at ions i n  a po l i t i ca l l y  c h a rged atmos phere. As Domke et. 
a l (2003) descr i be, post September 11 ,  2001 rep resentat ions in the popu l a r  and  
mass med i a  out lets may  h ave reproduced rac i a l  h i era rchy i n  the Un i ted States and  
worked to sup port a pos i t ion endors i ng  rac i a l  p rofi l i ng. They found that  pr io r  to 
September 11, 2001, "po l i c i ng" was a pri m a ry focus  of news coverage on rac i a l  
p rofi l i ng, and const i tuted 82% o f  the d i scourse o n  the top i c. After September  11 ,  
2001, however, "terror i sm" and  "po l i c i ng" occup ied 95% of the rac i a l  p rofi l i n g  
d i scourse. The i r  resu l ts i nd i cate t h a t  wh i l e  wh i te Amer icans  a re more l i ke l y  to 
speak  on rac i a l  p rofi l i ng  from pos i t ions of soc i a l  power or l eaders h i p  th an  Af­
r i can -Ameri cans  or Arab -Amer icans, the post- September 11 ,  2001, d i scou rse 
granted Arab -Amer icans  a re l at ive ly h igher and more powerfu l  pos i t i on  to speak  
on the top i c  t h an  Afri can -Amer icans  h ave h i stori c a l l y  been granted .  U l t im ate l y, 
the locat ion of wh i tes at the top of the h i era rchy rem a ins  untouched wh i l e  othe r  
rac i a l  grou ps, s peC i fi c a l l y  Arab -Ameri cans and Afri c an -Amer i cans, compete fo r 
much  lesser pos i t ions of  author i ty. 
Scho l a rs h i p  on rac i a l  h ie ra rchy extends the boundaries of  nat io n a l  d i a ­
logue regard i ng race beyond t h e  b i n a ry constra i nts of  b l ack  a n d  wh i te. I n  a scath ­
i ng  cr i t i q ue of b i n ary construct ions of  race, Forbes asserts that  such construct ions 
ref lect "an erroneous construct i on b ased u pon an  a h i stor i c a l  acceptance of  l ate 
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n i neteenth and  twent ieth - centu ry genera l i zat ions and  term i no logy" (1990, p. 12) .  
A l though "erroneous," the s i ngu l a r  and  u n i q ue exper iences of members of  grou ps 
that a re ne i ther  s i ngu l a rl y  b l ack  nor wh i te a re i m portant to our understand i ng  of  
the m u l ti fa ceted rea l i ty i n  wh ich  we l i ve .  Feag in  suggests that  wh i te -on - b l ack  
opp ress ion  i s  defi n i t i ve for everyone i n  the Un i ted States. I t  i s, he  states :  
a com prehens ive system of exp l o i tat ion and oppress i on  or ig i n a l l y  de­
s igned by wh i te Ameri cans for b l ack  Amer i cans, a system of  rac i sm  that 
for centu r ies h as penetrated every m ajor area of Amer i can  soc i ety and 
thus  s h a ped the l i ves of every American ,  b l ac k  and nonb l ack  (2000, 
p .204) .  
Cons i stent w i th Feag i n's  a rgument, wh i l e  i t  i s  i mportant to pu rsue a n  expanded 
concept ion of  h u m an d i vers i ty, we m ust a l so recogn i ze the pers i stent  and  cu rrent 
conseq uences of  present-d ay  concept ions of race. 
Recent research  on wh i teness extends ou r  understand i ng  of  these conse­
q uences in a n  i m portant way  for i t  revea l s  wh i teness as  a coherent rac i a l  rea l ­
i t y  cr i t i c a l  to t h e  ma i ntenance of  systems of wh i te dom inat ion ( \gant iev, 1995; 
S l eeter, 1995; G i roux, 1997; l ips i tz, 1998; Roed iger, 2004).  The i m p l i cat ions 
of th i s  resea rch  fu rther  revea l  that  rac i a l  h i erarch i es s i tu at ing wh i tes a t  the top 
rep resent more than  s imp l y  a spec i fi c  h i stor i ca l  outcome. Rather, these h i e ra r­
ch ies  represent ongo ing pa rt i c i pat ion by wh i te peop le  i n  systems of pr i v i lege that  
so l i d i fy the i r  pos i t ion  a t  the top of these h i e ra rch i es . 
A l though there i s  an abund ance of research address i ng  rac i a l  h i e ra rchy 
in i ts ma n i festat ions as  rac i a l  i neq u i ty and i neq u a l i ty, "there is l i tt le  d i scuss ion  of 
what exact ly  rac i a l  h i erarch ies a re and how they operate" (Song, 2004, p .  860) 
a l though soc i a l  dom inance theory has  served as a theoret i c a l  lens through wh i c h  
rac i a l  h i e ra rchy i s  exam i ned .  Soc i a l  dom i nance theory focuses on both i n d i v i d u a l  
and  structu ra l factors t h a t  contr i bu te t o  var ious  forms of group - based oppres­
s ion (S i d a n i us, 1 993; S i d an i u s  & Pratto, 2001, S i d an i u s  et a i ,  2004) .  A key ex ­
p l a n atory com ponent of th i s  theory i s  beh av iora l  asymmetry wh i c h  asserts that  
more powerfu l  members of soc iety a re i n c l i ned to act i n  the i r own i n terest more 
th an  the l ess powerfu l  do. The construct of soc i a l  domi nance or i entat ion ref lects 
the tendency of the group  to des i re group - based dom inat ion (S i d an i u s  & Pratto, 
2001) .  
Other scho l a rs q uest ion the ut i l i ty of soci a l  dom i nance theory i n  exam i n ­
i ng  soc i a l  h i era rchy (Sch m i tt, Branscombe & Ka ppen, 2003; Tu rner & Reyno l ds, 
2003; Wi lson & Lu i ,  2003) .  I n  p a rt i cu l a r, Tu rner and Reyno lds  (2003) assert 
that  behav iora l  assymetry cannot be s upported emp i r i c a l l y  and that  soc i a l  i den­
t i ty theory i s  more usefu l  i n  exp l a i n i ng  the response of su bord i nate groups to 
i n fer ior  pOS i t ions on soc i a l  h i e ra rch i es . Soc i a l  i dent i ty theory (Tu rner, 1982; Taj fe 
& Turner, 1986) focuses on the mean i ng  deri ved from group  members h i p  and  the 
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m anner in wh i ch  th i s  members h i p  i nfl uences re l at ions w i th ,  and percept ions of,  
nonmembers. 
Exam i nat ions of  rac i a l  h i e ra rchy a re a l so  present in research on rac i a l  i n ­
termarri age. The work of anth ropo log ist  K ings l ey Dav i s  (1941) exam i nes p atterns 
of i n term arr i age in soc iet ies that  ma i nt a i n  rac i a l  and  non - rac i a l  strat i fi cat ion .  H i s  
comparat ive ana l ys i s  serves as t h e  genes i s  of  what c a m e  to b e  known as the 
status exch ange hypothes i s .  Th i s  hypothes i s  suggests tha t  groups ho l d i ng l ower 
pos i t ions on the h i e ra rchy com pensate h igher- pos i t ion spouses with  resou rces 
va l ued i n  that soc i ety. I n  th is  sense,  a status exchange occu rs as one s pouse m a r­
r ies someone wi th  a h igher rac i a l  o r  ethn i c  status and  the p a rtner spouse ma rr ies  
someone that  possesses add i t i ona l  resou rces ( j .e .  educat ion) .  I n  an  " i mp roved" test 
of the status exchange hypothes i s, Vi ncent Fu found  s upport for the status ex­
ch ange hypothes i s  in ma rr i ages between wh i tes and b l acks and between wh i tes 
and Mex ican  Amer icans .  I n  short, Fu found  tha t  "i n a sphere of  soc i a l  i nteract ion 
as  i n t im ate as ma rr i age, rac i a l  strati fi cat ion st i l l  i s  p resent for b l acks and Mex i c an  
Amer icans; rac i a l  boundaries redu ce the i r  a ttract iveness to  potent i a l  spouses" 
(2001, p .  157) . Th at such  "boundar i es" were not as a pp a rent between wh i tes and  
J a panese Amer icans i n d i cates t ha t  concept ions of  rac i a l  h i e ra rchy i nfl uence m a r­
ri age patterns as  we l 1 .2 
Wh i l e d i st i nct ions can be m ade between these theoreti ca l  or i entat i ons, 
ne i ther theory i s  i ncons i stent wi th  the w ide ly  a ccepted noti on that  race i s  soc i a l l y  
constru cted .  Much  conv inc i ng  scho l a rs h i p  i nd i cates that  i t  i s  not o n l y  use less to 
attempt to d i v i de  h uman i ty i n to d i screte b io l og i ca l  categor ies b ased on sk i n  co lo r; 
i t  is imposs i b l e  (Montagu, 1942; Gou ld ,  1981; G raves, 2003, 2004). Fu rther, 
some authors assert that  the cont i nued use of stat ic  rac i a l  categor ies re i fy these 
categories and the h i e ra rch ies that they i m p l y  (Forbes, 1 990; Verkuyten, M asson 
& El ffers, 1995). The i m p l i cat ion of  such  assert i ons i s  that  rac i a l  categor ies "must 
be tota l l y  d i scarded as pa rt of the process of persona l  and popu l a r  l i berat i on  they 
must a l so be pruned away from scho l a rsh i p" (Forbes, 1990, p .  36) ,  The au thors 
do not be l i eve that  the concept of race i tse l f s hou l d  be d i sca rded i n  i nvest igat ing 
rac i a l  h i erarch ies  i f  fo r no other re ason than  the fact that  i deas  of  race rem a i n  
pert i nent to h u m a n  i nte ract ion .  We, l i ke Mu khopadhyay a n d  Moses, fee l  t h a t  i t  i s  
"n a·ive and emp i r i c a l l y  i naccurate to im ag ine a s imp l e  rel at ionsh i p  between a be ­
l i ef i n  races a nd  rac i a l  d i sc r i m i n at ion" (1997, p .  358) .  The study  of  rac i a l  h i e ra rchy 
i s  va l u ab l e  because i t  ass i sts us i n  un ravel i ng  the natu re of h uman  i nteract ion ,  not 
because race i tse l f  represents a va l i d  sc ient i fi c  constru ct. Race i s  s a l i ent  because 
h u m ans  make i t  s a l i ent. I ts s a l i ence i m pacts ou r  behav iors toward one another  
and  therefore i t  i s  d angerous  to  d i s ca rd i t  as a focus  of research .  
Research on rac i a l  h i e ra rchy cannot be cha racter ized by any one d i s c i ­
p l i ne, methodology o r  pers pect ive. Rac i a l  h i e ra rchy i s  both a resu l t  of  h i sto r i c a l  
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c i rc umstance and p resent-d ay  i nte ract ion .  It lends i tse l f to b i ogenet i c, cu l tu ra l ,  
po l i t i c a l ,  econom i c, psycho log i ca l ,  and m ass med i a  i n terpretat ions .  No  one theo­
ret i c a l  framework i s  l i ke ly  to  offer a fu l l y  panopt ic  pers pect ive of  rac i a l  h i e ra rchy. 
I n  a n  effort to contr i bu te mean i ngfu l l y  to the understand i ng  of  rac i a l  h ie ra rchy, 
the pr i m a ry p u rpose of the research reported here i s  an emp i r i c a l  exam i n at ion of  
att i tu des of  p reference and avers ion  towa rds  rac i a l  group  members h i p, exp ressed 
rac i a l  h i e ra rchy, and the i m p l i cat ions of those cho i ces by wh i te students . 
Methodology 
The p ri m a ry research p rob l em that  we i nvest igate i nvo l ves understand ­
i ng  the cu rrent, that  i s  post-September 1 1 ,  2001, perce pt ions of rac i a l  h i e ra rchy 
by wh i te undergraduate students a t  the Un ivers i ty of  South F lor i d a  (USF) .  More 
spec i fi c a l l y, t h i s  research seeks to exam i ne tem pora ry versus  permanent pa tterns 
of  p refe rence and avers ion  among respondents. The resu l ts of t h i s  research  re­
flect the cur rent concept ions of rac i a l  h i e ra rchy among the p a rt i c i p a nts .  
The resea rch  was  gu i ded by th ree p rim a ry hypotheses :  
1 .  G i ven an opportun i ty to be a member of a rac i a l  group  other  t h an  the i r 
own, b l a ck  group  members h i p  w i l l  be the least  preferred gro up  i n  both 
tem porary and perm anent cond i t ions. 
2. Be ing fo rced to be a member of a rac i a l  group  other th an  the i r  own, 
b l a ck  group  members h i p  w i l l  be the most avers i ve group  in both tem po­
rary and  perm anent cond i t ions .  
3 .  The res pondents w i l l  be l ess i n c l i ned to i nd i cate "I h ave no p reference" 
in the permanent cond i tions. 
The survey 
A su rvey was  adm i n i stered to 446 undergraduate students at the Un iver­
s i ty of  South F lor i d a  d u ri ng  the 2004 academic  year .  Respondents were students 
in fi ve c l assrooms of l ower- l evel Anth ropo logy cou rses. Of the 446 respondents, 
221, or 54, were se lf- i dent i fied as wh i te. 100 of those respondents i nd i c a ted that  
they were a l so  categor ized as  wh i te by others. Th i s  i s  i m portant for consonance 
between se l f and other- i dent i fied wh i te group  members h i p  i nc reases the l i ke l i ­
hood that  the i r responses a re i nd i cat ive o f  the i r  exper i ences a s  wh i tes rather than 
the exper i ences of those who i dent i fy as wh i te but  do not necessa ri l y  exper ience 
the wor ld  i n  th i s  way.3 As we a re p ri m a ri l y  i n terested i n  connect ing th i s  research 
to the grow ing body of scho l a rs h i p  on wh i teness and rac i a l  h i erarchy, we focus 
exc l u s ive l y on the res ponses of the wh i te p a rt i c i p a nts. 
The ava i l a b l e  categor ies of race on the su rvey were generated by an  
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I n t rod uct ion to Anthropo logy c l ass sect ion that  was not i n c l uded i n  the research .  
When asked to free - l i s t  the rac i a l  categor ies they perce ived,  those wi th  the h igh ­
es t  aggregate counts were se l ected .  As a resu l t  of  th i s  p i lo t  test, and i n  conjunc ­
t ion w i th  t he  mos t  recent categor ies  u sed  by the Un i ted States census,4 the fo l ­
lowing l i st o f  categor ies was used : 
TABLE 1 :  Avai lable Responses 
a) I Arab I d) I Black I g) I Native Am ericanl Alaskan Native I j )  I I have no I preference 
b) Asian e) H ispanic h)  Pacif ic I slander 
c) Asian f) Jew i)  W hite I nd ian 
Al though "Arab," "As i a n  I nd i a n," "H i s pan i c," and "J ew" a re not represent­
ed as separate rac i a l  categor ies in the U.S .  census l i s t i ng, they were frequent ly  
i n d i cated as d i st i nct rac i a l  categor ies by students i n  o u r  p i l ot test. A l though t h i s  
research re l i es on recogn i zab l e  rac i a l  categor ies,  t h e  categor ies used a re i n formed 
by the parti c i p ants i nstead  of be ing l im i ted by stat ic  and trad i t i ona l  concept ions of  
race Nerkuyten, Masson & E l ffers, 1995).To potent i a l l y  assu age trep i d at ion th a t  
respondents may  h ave had  regard i ng the l i m i t i ng nature of these categor ies  (as  
we l l  as s im i l a r  trep i d at ion on beh a l f  of the resea rchers), an  ex p l a natory caveat  
i n troduced the su rvey: 
The rac i a l  categor ies used here, a l though l i m i ted, ref lect a comb i n at ion  
of the evo lv i ng  categor ies used by the Un i ted States census  and catego­
r ies i dent i fied by other USF students .  For m atters of cons istency, fam i l ­
i a r i ty and s imp l i c i ty, these terms a re very genera l .  A l though the rac i a l  
categor ies d o  not adeq uate ly  ca ptu re the r i ch  d i verS ity that  i s  found i n  
the Un i ted States or  i n  h uman i ty, these categor ies prov ide  us  with an  im ­
portant reference po in t  t o  exam i ne att i tudes on rac i a l  group  members h i p  
i n  the Un i ted States .  
U l t ima te ly, of the 211 p a rt i c i p ants, 126 women and 85 men p a rt i c i p ated .  Nea rry 
a l l  (204) of the pa rt i c i pants i nd i c ated that  they were born in the Un i ted States .  
F i n a l l y  Engl i s h  was the fi rst l angu age of  the overwhe l m i ng  m ajor i ty of  the p a r­
ti c i p a nts (194). 
The su rvey cons i s ted of  s i xteen q uest ions .  Twe lve of  the q uest ions asked 
a bout  concept ions of  rac i a l  p riv i l ege and the perce ived race of c h i l d ren of  m i xed 
rac i a l  her i tage. The rem a i n i ng  fou r  q uest ions were demograph i c  and asked for 
se lf- i dent i fied and ascr i bed rac i a l  categor ies .  Of the s i xteen q uest ions on  the  
s u rvey, four  of them a re the focus  of the research reported here. They i n c l ude :  
1 .  " I f  you had  one  op portu n i ty to  be a member  of  a rac i a l  group  othe r  t h an  
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you r  own fo r a tem porary per iod of t i me, retu rn i ng  to you r  own group  
when  you wanted, wh i c h  o ne  of  t h e  grou ps from TABLE 1 wou l d  you 
most want to be? (Remember that you cannot choose you r  own grou p.)" 
2.  " If you had one opportu n i ty to be a member of  a rac i a l  gro u p  other  
t han  you r  own for a tem porary per iod  of t ime, retu rn i ng  to  you r  own 
gro up  when you wanted, wh i c h  one of  the grou ps from TABLE 1 wou l d  
you l e ast wan t  to b e  for a tem pora ry per iod of t i me? (Remember  t h a t  you 
cannot choose you r  own grou p.)" 
3 .  " I f you were forced to be a member of  a rac i a l  group  other t h an  you r  
own  permanent ly, never retu rn ing to you r  own  group, wh i c h  o ne  of  the 
gro u ps from TABLE 1 wou l d  you most want  to be? (Remember  tha t  you 
cannot choose you r  own group .)" 
4.  "If you were forced to be a member of a rac i a l  group  other t han  you r  
own permanent ly, never retu rn ing to you r  own group, w h i c h  o n e  of  the 
gro u ps from TABLE 1 wou l d  you least  want to be permanent ly? (Remem­
ber  that  you cannot choose you r  own group .)" 
Results 
Figure 1 :  Tem porary Preference 
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Hypothesis One 
The fi rst hypothes is ,  "G i ven an opportun i ty to be a member of a rac i a l  
group  other than the i r  own, b l a ck group  members h i p  w i l l  b e  the least  preferred 
group  i n  both tem pora ry and perm anent cond i t i ons" i s  not s u p ported .  I n  te rms 
of tem porary group  members h i p, Pac i fi c  I s l ander was  the most  preferred gro up  
(n=41, 19.43) . Tem pora ry p reference for Pac i fi c  I s l ander wa s  fo l l owed c lose ly  b y  
tem porary preference for b l ack  members h i p  (n =39, 18 .48) .  C l ea r ly, the least  p re ­
ferred group  i s  Arab  group  members h i p  (n=2, .95) .  A l though there was a con ­
s i derab l e  preference for b l ack  group  members h i p, we  m ust no t  lose s ight of  the 
fact that  th i s  res ponse ref lects on ly  the tem porary cond i t ion .  St i l l , the "tempora ry 
preference" porti on of the fi rst hypothes i s  c l ea r l y  cannot be s upported as tem po­
rary Arab  group  members h i p  i s  t he  l e a s t  p referred .  
Figure 2 :  Permanent Preference 
I n  response to the perm anent cond i t ion  for the fi rst hypothes i s ,  the re ­
s u l ts i n  F igure Two revea l  some im portant d i fferences .  Pa c i fi c  I s l ander  member­
s h i p  i s  aga i n  the most  preferred response and Arab grou p members h i p  the l e ast 
p referred a l though i t  i s  now m atched by As i an  I n d i a n  (n=1 , .47). Tem porary p ref­
erence for b l ack group  members h i p  no longer c l ose ly  fo l l ows Paci fi c  I s l a nde r, 
d ropp i ng  from the second most se lected rac i a l  group  i n  the tem pora ry cond i t i on  
to  the s i xth most se l ected rac i a l  group  i n  the perm anent cond i t ion .  Des p i te t h i s  
fact, t he  "permanent preference" port ion of t he  fi rst hypothes i s  a l so  cannot be 
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s u p po rted .  
I n  o rder  to  more fu l l y  exam i ne t he  d i fferences between tem pora ry and  
perm anent p reference, and fu rther test the fi rst hypothes i s, i t  i s  necessary to 
com p a re the tem porary and  permanent p reference responses .  F i rst, we note that  
Arab group  members h i p  was the least  frequent ly se lected res ponse i n  both  the  
tem porary and  permanent cond i t ion .  Second l y, wh i l e  tem pora ry p reference fo r 
b l ack  gro u p  members h i p  near ly  matched that  of the most preferred gro up  (Pa ­
c i fi c  I s l anders; F igure 1) ,  mov ing to the permanent cond i t ion  revea l s  a severe l y  
negat i ve i m pact on  t he  se lect ion of  b l ack  group  membersh i p .  The decrease i n  the 
percentage of  wh i te students i n d i cat i ng a p reference for b l ack  group  members h i p  
i n  t h e  perm anent versus  t h e  tem pora ry cond i t ion (-9.95) w a s  more th an  ten t imes 
the nearest such  decrease .  F igure 3 i l l u strates th i s  c h ange. From a descr i pt ive 
pers pect i ve, mov ing from the tem pora ry to the permanent cond i t ion h ad  the most 
i m pact on the express ion  of p reference for b l ack  group  membersh i p, and  t h i s  
i m p act was  c l ea r l y  negat ive .  Wh i l e  these resu l ts st i l l  do no t  confi rm the fi rst 
hypothes i s, the i m pact of  mov i ng  from tem porary to perm anent on the se lect ion 
of b l a ck  group  members h i p  has  i m p l i cat ions for the i nterpretat ion of  the resu l ts .  
Figure 3 :  
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Hypothesis Two 
The second hypothes i s, "Be i ng  forced to be a member  of a rac i a l  gro u p  
other t h a n  the i r  own, b l ack  group  membersh i p  w i l l  be t h e  most avers i ve gro u p  
i n  both temporary a n d  permanent cond i t i ons" i s  a l s o  not s upported .  The percent­
ages of responses that were g iven for each answer a re demonstrated i n  F igu re 4:  
Tem pora ry Avers ion .  
Figure 4:  Temporary Aversion 
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When forced to become a member of another rac i a l  group  for a tem po ­
rary per iod of t ime, respondents were overwhe lm ing ly  averse t o  tem porary Ara b  
group  membersh i p  (n=113, 53.55) .  I n  fact th i s  avers ion  i s  more than  fi ve t imes  
t ha t  of  the next mos t  freq uent l y se lected group, wh i c h  i s  b l a ck group  member ­
sh i p  (n=22, 10.43) .  The rema i n i ng se lect ions of  rac i a l  groups for t h i s  q uest ion 
a re nom i n a l .  Th i s  d i st i ngu i s hes Ara b  and b l ack  as the two most avers i ve rac i a l  
grou ps, w i t h  Arab  group  members h i p  as t h e  cons i dera b l y  more avers i ve of  the  
two. Therefore, the second hypothes i s  t ha t  b l ack  group  members h i p  w i l l  be the  
most avers ive of a l l  the rac i a l  categori es, o r  the "tem porary avers i on" port ion  of  
the  second hypothes i s, i s  no t  s up ported .  
5 5  
White Conceptions of Racial Hierarchy: Temporary versus Perma nent Preferences 
Figure 5 :  
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I n  the  permanent cond i t ion,  the percentage of respondents i n d i cat i ng tha t  
t hey  were averse to  perm anent Arab  group  membersh i p  decreased as com pa red 
to the tem porary cond i t ion  (from n=l13, 53.55 to n=105, 49.76) wh i l e  the per­
centage of respondents ex p ress i ng  avers ion  to permanent b l ack group  member­
s h i p  i nc reased as  compa red to the tem pora ry cond i t ion  (from n=2.2, 10 .43 to n=  
39, 1 8 .8) .  I n  a s i m i l a r  manner to  the tem porary cond i t ion, movi ng to  the perm a ­
nen t  cond i t i on  revea l s  Ar ab  a nd  b l ack group  members h i p  as t h e  most avers i ve. 
S ti l l , these resu l ts a l so  fa i l  to confi rm the second hypothes is  th a t  b l a c k  group  
members h i p  wou l d  be t h e  most avers ive .  
As with the p reference quest ions, an im portant p a ttern i s  revea led  when 
com p a ri ng  the tem pora ry and permanent  cond i t ions  for avers ion .  F igure 6 i l l us ­
trates the  change i n  responses when mov ing from the tem porary to  the permanent 
cond i t ion .  The i n crease i n  avers ion  to b lack group  membersh i p  when movi ng from 
the tem porary to the perm anent cond i t ion  i s  the l a rgest i nc rease fo r any rac i a l  
group  (15.17) .  I t  i s  near ly  five t imes  t h e  nearest i nc rease (H i span i c, 3.32.) .  Aga i n, 
the second hypothes i s  tha t  b l ack  group  members h i p  wou l d  be the most avers i ve 
cho i ce cannot be confi rmed bu t  the resu l ts of the com pari son necess i tate fu rther 
cons iderat ion .  
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F igure 6: Tem porary to Permanent Aversion 
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Hypothesis Three 
The th i rd hypothes is ,  "Respondents w i l l  be l ess i n c l i ned to i nd i cate "I h ave 
no preference" in the permanent cond i t ion i s  s up po rted _  F igure 7 i l l ustrates the  
percentages of res pondents tha t  i n d i cated no p reference for each cond i t ion _  
Figure 7 :  
45 44 
40 +--------" " --------------------------1 
35 35 
30 
25 
20 
1 5  
1 0  
Temporary Temporary 
AVERS ION 
57 
White Conceptions of Racial Hierarchy: Temporary versus Perma nent Preferences 
I n  o rder  to test ou r  th i rd hypothes is ,  b i nom i a l  tests were adm i n i stered i n  SPSS.5 
As i n d i cated i n  F igu re 7,  respondents were more i n c l i ned to ex press some p refer­
ence i n  the perm anent rather  than tem porary cond i t ions .  The resu l ts were h i gh l y  
s ign i fi c ant ( p< .OOl) i n  both the preference a n d  avers i on p rom pts. Th i s  i nd i c a tes 
th at  the d i fference in the number of res pondents se lect ing "no preference" in the 
tem porary versus permanent cond i t ions  cannot be reasonab l y  be attr i bu ted to 
c h ance.  The th i rd hypothes i s  i s  confi rmed.  
Discussion 
I n  re l a t ion the hypotheses set forth above, contrad i cto ry resu lts a re ap ­
p a rent. At  fi rst g l ance, t he  resu l ts do no t  s up port t he  fi rst and second hypotheses 
as  A ra b  gro up  members h i p  i s  c l e a r l y  the least  p referred in both the tem pora ry 
and  permanent cond i t ions  and the most avers ive in the tem pora ry and  perma ­
nent cond i tions .  These resu l ts r u n  counter to t h e  assert ion t h a t  a wh i te - to - b l ack  
cont i n u u m  ex i sts w i th b l a cks entrenched at the bottom .  However, the emergent  
avers ion  to  Ara b  i s  rema rkab le .  Song (2004), for examp l e, a cknow l edges that  
the at tacks  of  September 1 1 th  h ave resu l ted i n  "he ightened awareness of rac i a l  
p rej ud i ce aga i nst peop le  deemed Ara b  or Mus l im," a l so assert i ng t h a t  "the  ev i ­
dence of  , l s i  amophob i  a '  i s  not l i ke ly  to ch a l l enge fund amenta l l y  . . .  The w idespread 
consensus i s  that  there i s  a rac i a l  h i e ra rchy i n  the USA, w i th wh i tes a t  the top and 
Afri c an  Ameri cans a t  the bottom" (p .863) .  The resu l ts of t h i s  resea rch  suggest 
caut ion  in adher ing to such trad i t i ona l  notions of rac i a l  h i e ra rchy in the Un i ted 
States and fu rther, researchers shou l d  attend to the cu rrent exper iences of peop le 
se l f- i dent i fi ed  a nd ascr ibed as "Arab" to i n form our  understand i ng of  race i n  the 
Un i ted States (see Anker, 2005; Domke, et a l  2003; Witteborn 2004) .  
Desp i te the emergence of  Arab  avers i on, ou r  resu l ts i n d i cate th a t  the 
i m pact of  s h i ft i ng from tem porary to perm anent cond i t ions i n  both the p reference 
and  avers i on  prom pts a p pears to suggest s upport for b l acks' bottom - rung  pos i ­
t i o n  on  a rac i a l  h i e ra rchy. The d i fference between t h e  se lect ion of b l ack  group  
members h i p  between t h e  tem pora ry a nd  permanent cond i t ions  i m p l i es a cost a s ­
soci ated w i th b e i ng  permanent ly b l ack t h a t  i s  more pronou nced t h a n  any other 
group .  Therefore, a l though Arab  group  members h i p  i s  i ndeed the l east p referred 
and most avers i ve se lect ion, the noti on of perm anent b l a ckness negative l y i m ­
pacts p refe rence for b l ack group  membersh i p . I ndeed, b l ack  group  membersh i p  
i s  the on ly  group  se lected w i th l ess freq uency i n  the tem pora ry vers us permanent 
preference cond i t ion wh i l e  a l so se l ected w i th more freq uency in the permanent 
versus  tem pora ry avers ion  cond i t ion .  Th i s  i s  on ly true w i th b l a c k  group  member­
s h i p . F igure 8 i s  i l l u strat ive of  th is  fact. 
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The strong preference for tem pora ry Bl ack  group  members h i p  may  be 
exp l a i ned by what Cornel l West ca l l s  the  "Afro-Amer i can izat ion of Wh i te youth" 
(1994, p. 121) and wha t  Bi l l  Yousman  refers to as "Bl ackoph i l i a" ('(ousman, 2003) .  
The i ncreas ing popu l a r i ty of  h i p  hop mus ic  and h i p  hop c u l tu re prov i des Wh i te 
youth with an externa l  po in t  of  reference w i th wh i ch  they i dent i fy (Cut ler  1999, 
Jones 1988, K i twana  2005; Ledbetter, 1995) .  Th i s  i s  not a new phenomenon 
and extends back, perh a ps, to  the anth ropo log i ca l  focus  on peop le  of co lor, the  
popu l a r ity of southern m i nstre l sy and even th rough to  the fasc in at ion expressed i n  
Norman Ma i ler 's Wh i te Negro (1959) .  Cons i der ing the fact t ha t  the res pondents 
a re co l l ege-aged, i t  i s  most l i ke ly  tha t  h i p  hop mus i c  cu l t u re i n fl uences respon­
dent w i l l i ngness to  be tem pora r i l y  Bl ack .  C i t i ng the  longstand i ng fasc i nat ion  w i t h  
B l ack  c u l tu re, Tr i c i a  Rose asserts t ha t: 
Li ke generat ions of wh i te teenagers before them, wh i te teen age ra p fans  
a re l i sten i ng  i n  on b l ack  cu l tu re, fasc i nated by i ts d i fferences, d rawn i n  by 
ma i nstream soc i a l  construct ions of  b l ack  c u l tu re as  a forb idden  na rra t i ve 
(1994, p .5) .  
A l though the tempora ry preference i s  c l ea r, i t  i s  a l so c lear that the idea o f  per­
manent preference i s  unaccepta b le .  Th i s  fasc i na t ion  d i ss i p ates in the face of  per­
manence. 
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Fu l l  cons i derat ion of the cons i stent preference for Pac i fi c  I s l ander  mem­
bers h i p  and  re l at ive absence of exp ressed avers ion  to  t h i s  membersh i p  extends 
beyond the l i m i ts of th i s  a n a l ys i s .  However, the work of Ed l es (2004) and Des­
mond (1999) a re usefu l  as  an  i n i t i a l  pO in t  of  reference for understand i ng  th i s  
p a rt i c u l a r  outcome. Ed l e s  cr i t i c a l l y  exam i nes t he  comp lex rea l i ty of race and  eth­
n i c i ty i n  Hawa i ' i .  Th i s  rea l i ty stands i n  stark contrast to the myth of H awa i ' i  as the 
"model  m i nor i ty state the state that  "ep i tom izes" what a mu l t i rac i a l ,  mu l t i e th n i c, 
m u l t i cu l tu ra l "mel t i ng pot" shou l d  look l i ke (p .  40, emphas i s  i n  or ig i n aD ." I t  i s  
poss i b l e  t ha t  an  i dea l i zed concept ion of a mu l ti rac i a l l y  h a rmon ious  H awa i ' i  i n f l u ­
enced the res pondents' p reference for Pac i fi c  I s l ander group  members h i p . 
What may  be a more l i ke l y  i n fl uence i s  the cont i n u i ng p resentat ion of 
H awa i ' i  that i s  "p i ctu red" p r imari l y  as a tour i st dest i nat ion .  J u st as Ed les  presents 
the contra d i ct ion between the s imp l i s t i c  p resentat ion of Hawa i ' i  as a me l t i ng pot 
and the com p l ex rac i a l  rea l i ty p resent there, Desmond p resents a s im i l a r  contra ­
d i ct ion .  I n  d i scuss i ng  the or ig ins  of tour i sm i n  H awa i ' l ,  Desmond engages the con­
tra d i ct i on  between the presentat i on of H awa i ' i  as a wel com ing  tour i st parad i se  
and  the "strong ant i - co lon i a l i s t  sent i ments of some b ranches of tod ay's  N at ive 
H awa i i an Sovere ignty Movement" (1999, p .  46Q). l n  the or ig ins of  Hawa i ' i ' s  tour­
i s t  i n d ustry 
N at ive H awa i i ans were seen as attractive, warm, wel com ing, u nth reat­
en i ng, generous  hosts. I m portant ly, Euramer icans perce i ved them as 
"brown," not "b l a ck," "red," or  "yel l ow," in the co lo ri s t  term i no l og ies of the 
d ay. For e l i te, wh i te ma i n l anders Hawa i i ans seemed to offer  and a l l u r i ng  
encounter wi th  pa rad i s i c a l  exoti c i sm,  a nonth reaten ing soft pr i m i t i v i sm 
p rim i t i ve, yes, but  de l ightfu l l y  so (pp .  40-461) .  
Perh a ps the i nf l uence soft pr im i t i v i sm of tour i st -dri ven  m a rket i ng  per­
s i sts and  has an  i m p act on  the se lect ion of  Pac i fi c  I s l ander group  members h i p . 
On l y  add i ti o na l  resea rch  can effecti ve ly seek an answer to th i s  quest ion .  
Conclusion 
I t  i s  c l ea r  that  both s pec i fi c  group  members h i p  and the permanence of 
group  members h i p  i n fl uence the se lect ions of  the respondents. Th i s  fu rther  c h a l ­
lenges t h e  not ion of a co lorb l i n d  soc i ety (see Brown et a i ,  2003 for an exce l l ent  
cr i t i q ue  of  co lorb l i ndness) . These respondents h ave constructed a coherent rac i a l  
h i era rchy where Arabs  h ave emerged as  a v i a b l e  rac i a l  category and are s i tu ated 
at  the bottom.  Further, the i dea  of perm anent b l a ckness has  pa rt i cu l a r  negat ive 
s a l i ence. U l t ima te ly, these resu l ts suggest that wh i te students a re aware of a 
rac i a l  h i e ra rchy i n  Amer ican soc i ety and the potenti a l  costs and  benefi ts of where 
one fa l l s  on th i s  h i erarchy. These two contested pos i t ions for Arabs and b l acks 
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at the bottom of the rac i a l  h i era rchy wou l d  best be exam i ned w i th add i t i ona l  re ­
search .  More spec i fi c a l l y, q u a l i tat ive research  w i l l  a l l ow respondents to p resent 
more com p lete renderi ngs of  the i r  ideas of rac i a l  h i erarchy and rac i a l  mean i ng  
tha t  a re not d i rected by p rescr ibed categor i es . St i l l , th i s  research i nd i c ates tha t  
co lorb l i ndness i s  a myth for the respondents. 
Notes 
1 We do not mean to suggest that  scho l a rs conduct ing research  on race 
and rac i a l  h i era rchy ( i nc l u d i ng ourse lves) a re unaware of i ts soc i a l  con­
stru ct ion .  Rather, we s imp l y  a ttem pt  to  acknowledge the pers i stent con­
ceptu a l  s a l i ence of  race i n  research .  
2 See Brown (1989) for a h i stor i c a l  treatment of  i nterm arr i age and  E I ­
l i nghuas  (2002) fo r a n  excel lent  treatment of  t h e  dynam i cs of i nterm ar ­
r i age i n  North Amer i ca  and Austra l i a .  
3 Two of t h e  demograph i c  q uest ions o n  t h e  su rvey were: 
Be i ng  l i m i ted to the categor ies in TABLE 1 ,  in wh i ch  one of the a bove 
raci a l  categor ies do peop le  most often p l a ce you? 
Be ing l im i ted to the categories in TABLE 1 ,  wh i c h  one of the rac i a l  cat­
egor ies wou l d  you use to descr i be you rse lf? 
I n  order to sel ect respondents whose exper ience wou l d  be most c h a r­
acter ist ic  of  a "wh i te" rac i a l  group, on l y  those res pondents se lect i ng  
"wh i te" for both  q uest i ons were i n c l uded .  
4 Accord i ng to the census ,  the pr ior  m i n imum  rac i a l  categor ies were 
Amer ican I nd i a n  or A l askan  Na ti ve, As i an  or Pac i fi c  I s l ander, b l a ck, and  
wh i te. I n  add i t ion to  two eth n i c i ty categor ies :  H i s p an i c  or ig in  and  Not 
of H i span i c  or ig in  . .  The cu rrent m i n imum  rac i a l  c ategor ies a re Amer i can  
I nd i a n  or  A l aska N ati ve; As i a n; b l ack  or  Afri c an  Amer i ca; N at ive H a ­
w a i i a n  or  Other Pac i fi c  I s l a nder; a n d  wh i te w i th two m in i mum  catego­
r ies for eth n i c i ty :  H i s p an i c  or  Lat i no and not H i s p an i c  or  Lat i no. 
S A one-samp l e  b i nom i a l  test i s  a non pa rametr i c test that a l l ows us  to 
determ ine whether or not two categori c a l  dependent var i a b l es s ign i fi ­
cant ly  d i ffer from a hypotheS ized proport ion .  I n  th i s  resea rch ,  the hy­
pothes ized p roport ion i s  .50 wh i ch assumes that h a l f  of  the res pondents 
shou l d  i n d i cate some prefe rence and h a l f  s hou l d  i nd i cate "I h ave no p ref­
erence." S ign i fi cant  resu l ts i n d i cate a v i o l at ion of t h i s  ass um pt ion .  
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As I h ave sa id  before, p l anters a re not poeti ca l ;  but, my h e a rt!  i f  
I possessed t h i s  p l ace, meth i n ks w h i l e  young morn i n g  b l ushed ,  or  
h igh  noon s lept or gent le  dewy even ing  made nature t h i n k  and  
pause, I wou l d  stro l l  upon my terrace, or  s i t, three parts rec u m ­
bent, on o n e  of those o l d  oak  c h a i rs w i t h  H ast ing's coronet on it ,  
and forget the world of stri fe and penury and pain, ti l l  I l a psed 
i nto a c i t izen of the other wor ld of peace and  p lenty and  joy!  
Henry Nelson Coler idge, 1825 
The study of "wh i teness," as eq u a l l y  as rac i a l i zed a category as "b l ack­
ness," has  generated a nu mber of antho log ies, monogra phs, and other p u b l i cat ions 
i n  the p a st decades, c u lm i nat ing i n  a fi e ld  often referred to as  Cri t i c a l  Wh i teness 
or  Wh i te Stud i es. The commona l ity i n  a l l  these p ub l i cat ions i s  a concern to 
understand  the ro l e  of "wh i teness" as a rac i a l i zed and eth n i c  category eq u a l  to 
"b l ack" or  Afri can Amer ican, Lati n a/o, Amer ican  I n d i an ,  As i an Amer ican, et a l .  
Wh i teness Stud ies  exp lores t h e  soc i a \ ,  c u l tu ra l , a n d  po l i t i c a l  pr iv i l eges of wh i te­
ness i n  a wor ld dom inated by Western ma rkets and po l i t i cs over the past centu ­
r ies .  The academic  movement of Wh i teness Stud i es mater i a l i zed i n  the decades 
post-Wor ld  War I I  and has s i nce tr ick led i nto ma i nstream popu l a r  c u l tu re .  In the 
past  yea r, for examp l e, the FX Network ser ies Black & Wh i te h as po in ted out 
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not on ly  the ex ist ing rac i sm that  peop le  of co lo r  a re exposed to on a d a i l y  b a s i s , 
but  the mu l t i p l e  rac i a l  pr iv i l eges of  wh i teness .  As the t i t le  s uggests, the ser ies  
na rrates the exper ience of two fam i l i es, one Wh i te Ameri ca n, the other Afr i c an  
Amer ican, who a re transformed in to members of t he  oppos i te rac i a l  group .  The 
s imu l taneous exp lorat ion of rac i a l  oppress ion  and  pr iv i lege h igh l i ghts the fact 
that the soc i a l  constru ct ions of  oppos i ng  rac i a l  and ethn i c  categor ies a re i nterde ­
pendent. Drawing  on Ethn i c  Stud i es, focus i ng  on rac i a l l y  and  ethn i c a l l y  ma rg i n a l ­
ized grou ps, a n d  Wh i teness Stud i es, ana lyz ing t h e  m ater i a l izat ion of wh i te p r i v i ­
lege, s imu l taneous l y, t h i s  a rt i c l e  a n a l yzes se lected rep resentat ions of  co lon i a l , 
i m per i a l , and exot i c  l a ndsca pes and s u bjects i n  Western popu l a r  cu l tu re .  With  
th i s  ana l ys i s, I w i sh  to  demonstrate tha t  Wh i teness Stud ies can be an i mportant 
e lement of an  Ethn i c  Stud ies  methodo logy. Th rough an  exp lorat ion of mater i a l  
a n d  v i s ua l  cu l tu re a rt i facts, I w i s h  to demonstrate the benefi t  of  re ad i ng  v i s u a l  
cu l ture as a n  a rea where rac i a l  a n d  ethn i c  mean i ng  i s  p roduced a nd  d i ssem in ated .  
The su rv iv i ng l egacy of  exotized i m a gery i n  popu l a r  cu l ture casts wh i te and  non­
wh i te groups  i n  rel at ions h i ps tha t  a re contro l l ed  by centu ry- long dynam i cs of  
d i scr i m i nat i on, p rejud i ce, and pri v i l ege based on construct ions of rac i a l  and  eth ­
n i c  h i e ra rch i es .  Cast i ng Wh iteness Stud ies as an i ntegra l p a rt of Eth n i c  Stud ies  
i n qu i ry i s  an im portant p roject to  understand the com p l ex dyna m ics of race and  
ethn i c i ty i n  cu l tura l  rep resentat ions, soc i a l  structu res, and  cu l tu ra l  p rod uct ion ,  
p a rt i cu l a r ly  for the study  of  popu l a r  cu l ture. 
Drawing on Ethn i c  Stud ies and Cr i t i c a l  Wh i teness Stud ies scho l a rs h i p, 
the fo l l ow i ng ana l ys i s  i s  based on the prem i se that  the l egacy of  European co lo ­
n i a l i sm created a co lon i a l  aesthet ics that  has  s u rv i ved i n  n umerous express ions of  
Western popu l a r  cu l tu res. I n  order  to  "study  the cu l tu ra l  rea l i t ies  of  [eth n i c  and  
rac i a l i zed groups i n  the US] ,  the i r  re l at ion to  the body po l i t i c, and the i r  u na s ­
s im i l ated status because of rac i sm and ethnocentr i sm i ntertwi ned w i t h  sex i sm ,  
heterosex ism, and c l ass i sm,  as wel l as re l i g ious, age, and p hys i c a l  a b i l i ty d i s c r i m i ­
n ati on", a s  Johne l l a  But ler  descr i bes the task of  Ethn i c  Stud i es, understand i ng  the 
legacy of  v isua l  representat ions i s  essent i a l .  The dep i ct ion of  co lon i a l  encounters, 
often uncr i ti c a l l y  rep roduced in popu l a r  cu l tu re, fi rm ly  engraves the su per ior i ty  
of  wh i teness i n  Western i deo log ies and popu l a r  be l i efs .  Cons ider i ng tha t  we l i ve 
i n  a "glo b a l  v i l l a ge" grown out  of co lon i a l  encounters, q uest ions a bout  the  i m pact 
of co lon i a l i sm's v i su a l  tropes and mater i a l  env i ronments on contem porary cu l tu ra l 
exp ress ions deserve our  attent ion .  Notwithstand i ng  the i r  i n tent, contem pora ry 
i m ages, rel y i ng on co lon i a l  aesthet i cs, bear  w i tness to centu ry - l ong echoes of  
co lon i a l  exp lo i tat i on and den igrat ion of non -Westerners. 
Often, the mater i a l  and v i s u a l  wor ld  as wel l as  the rea lm  of re presenta ­
t ions ,  a l though acknowledged by scho l a rs i n  the soc i a l  sc iences and h uman i t i es ,  
i s  su bsumed by or  i ncorporated i n to a wider convers at ion a bout  soc i a l  structu res. 
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Unti l recent l y, a system at i c exam i nat ion of popu l a r  cu l ture and i ts v i s u a l  and  ma ­
ter i a l  m an i festat ions h a s  been a bsent i n  most Ethn i c  Stud ies scho l a rs h i p, wh i c h  
h a s  grown ou t  of  t h e  soc i a l  sc iences w i t h  a natura l  concentrat ion on non-v i s u a l  
source ma ter i a l .  A l though t he  theor ies of soc io l ogy, anth ropo logy, psycho logy, 
and  othe r  rel a ted fi e lds  h ave created a conceptu a l  l angu age and  p ract ice for 
understa nd i ng soc i a l  structu res, i dent i ty form at ions,  and cu l tura l  p ract i ces, the 
study  of  pop u l a r  cu l tu re deserves to p l ay a p i vota l ro l e  in Eth n i c  Stud i es .  Popu l a r  
cu l ture, a n d  i n  p a rt i c u l a r  v i s u a l  a n d  mater i a l  cu l tu re, represent i m portant a reas  
of  cu l tura l  format ion .  They contr i bute to  the d i ssemi nat ion and creat ion  of  be l i ef  
systems,  i dent i ty format ions,  and soc i a l  structu res. As fi l m  scho l a r  R i c h a rd Dyer 
rem i nd s  u s  in h is sem i n a l  work Wh i te, 'Ttl he  study of  representat ions i s  more 
l i m i ted t han  the study  of rea l i ty and  yet i t  i s  a l so the study  of one of  the p rime  
mean s  by wh i c h  we  h ave any know ledge of rea l i ty." 
Desp i te these l i m i tat ions i nherent i n  the wor ld  of rep resentat ions,  th i s  
a rt i c l e, t h rough a c l ose read i ng of  se lected v i s ua l  ma ter i a l ,  w i s he s  t o  i nv i te a con­
versat ion  among Ethn i c  Stud ies and Wh i teness Stud ies  a bout  the s u rv i v i ng  l ega­
c i es of  exoti c i zed im agery. Th i s  imagery i s  s atu rated w i th overt exp l i c i t  rac i a l  or  
ethn i c  references as wel l as w i th i nd i st i nct and under ly ing references to c u l tu ra l  
constru cti ons o f  rac i a l  otherness a n d  pr iv i l ege. These su rv i v i ng  l egac ies h ave 
become exp l i c i t  ma rket i ng too l s  for a var i ety of merchand i se such  as  choco l ate 
p roducts, d raw i ng on co lon i a l  and i m per i a l  l andscapes wi th  centu ry- long h i sto­
r ies  i n  Western popu l a r  cu l tu re. The a rt i c l e  connects contem porary neo -co lon i a l  
i m agery i n  a rtwork, p roduct packages, a nd  mater i a l  a rt i facts of d ay- to -day l i fe 
w i th a centu ry- long h i story of Western percept ions of  trop i c a l  scener ies, non­
wh i te pop u l at i ons, and l andsca pes of  l u xu ry and i n du l gence. These a rt i facts and  
i m ages offer a w indow into Western construct ions of i nd i v i d u a l i ty and  t he i r  de­
pendence on rac i a l  and ethn i c  categor ies and h i erarch i es .  Accord i ng  to  Pieterse i n  
Wh i te on Bl a ck, an  extens ive a nd  unpa ra l led study of rac i a l i zed i m agery i n  West­
ern popu l a r  c u l tu re, 'Twe need to askl who a re the producers, and consumers of 
these i m ages, and on l y  then to q uest ion who a re the objects or  representat ions .  
The key tha t  un l ocks these i m ages i s  what  wh i tes h ave m ade of b l acks and why." 
Cu ltura l  representat ions i n  v i s ua l  and m ateri a l  cu l tu re te l l  i m portant stor ies a bout  
how (wh i te) peop le  h ave and sti l l  a re i magi n i ng com p lex re l a t ionsh i ps between 
var ious  cu l tu ra l  and rac i a l  or  ethn i c  groups.  They revea l  how wh i tes p i ctu re re ­
l a t ions h i ps among each other as we l l  as w i th other non -wh i te grou ps .  To s um­
ma ri ze, Ethn i c  a nd  Wh i teness stud ies can ta ke on t h e  cr i t i c a l  t a s k  to uncover and 
detang le  the com p lex i t ies of rac i a l i zed wh i te i dent i t ies and the i r  i nterdependence 
on representat ions of non-wh i tes .  Together, they can  scrut i n i ze soc i a l  and cu l tu ra l  
structu res, of wh i ch  v i s ua l  rep resentat ions form a cr i t i c a l  pa rt, a bout the i r  con ­
t i nuous  dependence on t he  wh i te- non wh i te b i n a ry that  g ives mean i ng  to most 
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Western cu ltura l  format ions .  
Colonial Aesthetic: " Imperial  Kitsch "  and "Tropical Plenty" 
The deve lopment of  a co lon i a l  aesthet ics was i nstru menta l  i n  Western 
cu l tu res' exper iences of co lon i a l  l a ndsca pes and s ubjects as we l l  as of  them ­
se lves. Anne McC l i ntock d i scusses var ious  man i festat i ons of rac i sm du ri ng  Br i t ­
i s h  co lon i a l i sm  i n  her  i n fl uent i a l  monogra ph  I m per i a l  Leather :  Race, Gender and 
Sexu a l i ty i n  the Co lon i a l  Contest. She  po i nts to the rac i a l  att i tudes and p rej ud i ces 
i n  n i neteenth century consumer  s pectac l es .  Advert i s i ng  cu l tu re, as  she  cont i nues ,  
h ad been a ma i n  s i te for the man i festat ion of  organ ized rac i sm :  "I m peri a l  k i tsch 
as consu mer s pectac l e  L . . l cou l d  package, m arket and d i str i bute evo l u t ionary 
rac i sm on a h i therto un imag i n ab l e  sca le .  No p reex i s t i ng form of  organ ized rac ­
i sm  h ad been ab l e  to  reach  to  re ach so l a rge and  so d i fferent i a ted a m ass of  t he  
popu l ace." 
The' images in n i neteenth centu ry advert i s i ng  that  McC l i ntock descr i bes 
as  "i mper i a l  k i tsch" d rew on recogn i zab l e  tropes of  exot i c i sm and otherness .  
I m ages and descr i pt ions of exot i c  l a ndsca pes w i th abundant natu ra l  resou rces, 
fa rms or p l antat ions nest led i nto these l u s h  panoram as, were w ide ly  used i n  
travel na rrati ves, natu ra l h i story texts, p a i nt i ngs, l i thogra phs ,  i l l ustrat ions and  
other pub l i shed accounts start i ng i n  the s i xteenth centu ry. I n  t he  ep i t aph  at the  
begi nn i ng of the a rt i c l e, Co ler idge, i n  h i s  1825 travel n a rrat ive S i x  Months i n  
the West I nd i es, expressed common awe and adm i rat ion for the panoramas  of  
co lon ized terr i to ries" the other  wor ld  of peace and p l enty and joy"  here referr i ng  
s pec i fi c a l l y  to t he  su btrop i c a l  l a ndscape of t he  Car i b bean  i s l and Domi n i c a  located 
i n  the Lesser Ant i l l es .  By the l a te n i neteenth centu ry, these v i sua l  and textu a l  
representat ions o f  co lon i a l  scener ies h a d  become common moti fs i n  a va r i ety o f  
popu l a r  cu l ture forms o f  Western nat ions .  Advert i s i ng  for i tems that  bore a con­
nection to prod uct ion s i tes i n  the trop i cs and su btrop i cs, such  as  cocoa, was fu l l  o f  
these themes, as l a rge-sca l e  i ndustr i a l izat ion enab led  mass  p roduct ion and  m ass 
d i str i bu t ion of i tems such as choco l ate and coffee former ly  restr i cted to sma l l e r  
m a rkets. Even contem pora ry consumer  cu l tu re p roduces imagery of untouched ,  
pr i s t i ne  l a ndsca pes, i n  wh ich  exot i c  merchand i se  fu l l  w i th n atu re's r i ches  and  
trop i c a l  de l ights or ig in ate .  
The connect i on of  these exot ic  l andsca pes w i th b l ack  s l ave l a bor  i s  not 
on ly re i n forced i n  textu a l  passage from var ious trave l  na rrat i ves, bu t  a l so i n  the 
v i s u a l  ev i dence that  many of  these texts s upp l y. I n  John August ine  Wa l l e r's text  
from 1820, A Voyage i n  the West I n d i es, severa l i l l u strat ions represent d i fferent 
as pects of h is  trave ls .  One i l l u strat ion in p a rt i cu l a r  connects the exot i c  l an d ­
sca pes, b l ack l a bor, a n d  t h e  ena b l i ng of  wh i te l e i s u re by b l ack serv itude. Ent i t l ed  
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"A Span i s h  P l anter of Po rtoR ico l u xu ri a t ing in h i s  h a mmock", the p l a nter s i ts i n  
t h e  h a m mock wh i l e  be i ng served b y  one of h i s  b l ack  s l aves. The s l ave seems  to 
c a rry a beverage of some k ind ,  m aybe coffee, maybe tea,  tha t  he  i s  extend i ng  to 
h i s  ma ster. Non-wh i tes cast  as servants or s l aves were natu ra l l y  common e le ­
ments i n  dep i ct i ng co l on i a l  o r  i m per i a l  scenes and became a sta nda rd way  or 
rep resentat ions fo r non -wh i tes :  "Persona l  serv ice by nat ives forms an  essent i a l  
com ponent of t he  co lon i a l  amb ience wh i ch  i s  a l so psycho log ica l l y  sat i sfy i ng." The 
s i m u l taneous i nscr i pt ion of wh i te su per ior i ty and non-wh i te i n fer iori ty strength ­
ened the rac i a l  h ierarch ies  of co l on i a l  nat ions and created a v i su a l  l egacy that  
a ffects v i sua l  rep resentat i ons of non -Western locat ions to  th i s  d ay. 
Trop i c a l  l andsca pes such  as the p l a ntat ion scenery i n  Wa l l e r' s  i l l u stra ­
t ion ,  o r  Co ler i dge' s "other wor ld of  peace and p lenty and joy," became assoc i ated 
w i th peacefu l ness, l u xu ry, and comfort. Th i s  " im per i a l  k i tsch" or, as P ieterse c a l l s  
i t, i m ages of "trop i c a l  p lenty" ca rr ied messages of  rac i a l i zed h i e ra rch ies  tha t  
s u p po rted the pr iv i l eges of wh i tes and the dom inat ion of  non -wh i tes .  S im i l a r  to 
the i l l u strati o n  i n  Wa l ler 's text, the v i s u a l  and textua l  e lements i n  m ater i a l  and  
v i sua l  c u l tu re a rt i fa cts as we l l  as  textu a l  descr ipt ions often p l a ced non-Western, 
non-wh i te s ubjects as the enab lers of th i s  l u xu r ious  wor ld ,  cast i n to ro les  of  ser­
vants and l a borers, i n fer ior  to the portrayed symbo l s  of  Western, wh i te s u bject i c­
i ty. These symbo l s  cou l d  range from actu a l  representat ion of wh i tes themse lves, 
u s u a l l y  in pos i t ions su per ior  to dep i cted natives, o r  i n a n im ate objects, rep resent­
ing Western cu l tu res such as factor ies o r  other techno logi ca l  mach i nery. 
I n  contempora ry Western cu l tu res, the constru ct ions of wh i teness st i l l  
p l ay a n  i m portant ro l e  i n  norma l iz ing wh i te i dent i t ies a n d  i n  ma rgi n a l i z i ng  peo­
p le of  co lo r. Desp i te commerc i a l  c u l tu re's use of a pp a rent m u l ti c u l tu ra l  motives, 
often via a cong lomerat ion of b l ack, b rown, yel l ow, red, wh i te, and m u l t i rac i a l  
mode l s, such  a s  adverti S i ng  c ampa igns fo r t he  I ta l i a n fash ion  mogu l  Benetton or 
U .S .  com pan ies  l i ke Tommy H i l figer, these images rema i n  one-d i mens iona l  and 
obscure the rea l i t ies  of economic, po l i t i c a l ,  and soc i a l  i neq u i t ies based on eth ­
n i c  and  rac i a l  d i fference. Remnants of  "im peri a l  k i tsch" and v i s ions  of" "trop i c a l  
p l enty" a re ram pant i n  v i s u a l  rep resentat ions of popu l a r  cu l tu re .  The sub texts of 
l uxu ry tied to a system of co lon i a l  and imper i a l  power augments the norm a l i za ­
t ion of wh i teness, l a rgel y  because co lon i a l  systems  had  to  just i fy the subjugat ion 
of non -wh i te n at ives because of i n fer iori ty that  became attached to rac i a l  d i f­
ference. I n  the past, re presentat ions of non -wh i tes and wh i tes, created by wh i te 
peop le, a re l i ke ly  to cast peop le  of European descent as su per ior  to the i r  non­
Western counterp a rts. I n fant i l i z i ng peop le  of co lo r, portray ing them i n  pOS it ions 
of serv i tude, and ri d i c u l i ng the i r cu l tu res and h a b i ts were common stra tegies .  The 
underl y ing i mpetus of non -wh i te i n ferior i ty and wh i te s uper ior i ty has  su rv ived 
i n  contem porary rep resentat ions, desp i te a r i s i ng  awareness of  derogatory i m -
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ages. A l though crass rac i a l  and eth n i c  car i catu re a re se ldom w ide ly  p u b l i c i zed ,  
espec i a l l y  i n  contempora ry advert i s i ng  c ampa igns, the h a b i tu a l  usage of exot i c  
l a ndscapes, somet imes i n c l ud i ng  n at ive peop l e, somet i mes not, conveys a wor l d 
v iew of i m per i a l  and co lon i a l  p a rad igms  a bout  rac i a l  i n fer iori ty and d i fference.  
Consumption of Leisu re and Luxury :  
Chocolate, Coffee, and Tea 
Contem pora ry consumer  cu l tu re often evokes a n  imagery of untouched,  
p ri st ine l a ndsca pes for p roducts that  or ig in ate i n  non -Western locat ions .  These 
i tems such as  tea, coffee, and choco l ate a re often assoc i ated w i th n atu re's r i c h ­
ness and trop i c a l  de l ights .  The h i story of o r i g i n  of t he  p roducts and  the i r  i ntro ­
d ucti on to Western m arkets a re of cou rse strong ly  l i n ked w i th the course of  
co lon i a l  trades, espec i a l l y  those of  the transat l a nt i c  s l ave trade, and  thus  w i th  
mech an i sms  of rac i a l izat ion and rac i a l  d i senfranch i sement. Franch i ses such  a s  
Starbucks Coffee h ave spec i a l i zed i n  cater i ng to  t he  p l ea su re of consum ing  coffee 
and tea and offer a l a rge var iety of pr icy coffee p roducts. An i m age of a l a rge 
e leph ant for Starbuck's popu l a r  coffee brand "Kenya", for examp le, dom in ates the 
b rand's logo. The autom at ic  connotat ion of  Kenya, a Centra l Afr ican state, with  
the a n ima l  wor ld ,  and i ts autom at i c i m p l i cat ion of pr i m i t i v i sm and i n feri o r i ty to 
European c iv i l i zat ions,  stems from the legacy of the co lon i a l  encounter  and the  
product ion of v i sua l  im agery of Afr ica  d u ri ng  the  e ighteenth and n i neteenth cen ­
tu ry. 
Products such  as tea, coffee, and choco l a te h ave a lways h ad an exot i c 
v a l ue to peop le  on the European cont inent and i n  North Amer ica ,  ma i n l y  because 
the raw materi a l s  for any of these products cannot be grown so le ly  i n  ne i ther  of  
those cont inents. The d i s covery of a l l  t h ree i tems fa l l s  d u r i ng  the per iod of co l o ­
n i a l  ex pans ion on t he  Afr i can, As i an  a nd  South Amer i can  cont inents. Choco l a te, 
for ex amp l e, depends on the growing, h a rvest i ng, and roast i ng of cocoa beans  
th at grow on cocoa trees, w i th the Lat i n  name  Theobroma  Cacao .  The p l ant  i s  
n at ive to South and Centra l Amer i ca,  and Span i s h  co lon i sts, who "d i scovered" 
South Amer i ca,  a re u sua l l y  accred i ted w i th the introd uct ion of  cocoa to Eu rope .  
Hernan Cortes' excurs ions  to the Amer icas  under the p rotect ion and  fi n a nce of  
the Span i s h  crown b rought  the de l ightfu l p l e a su re of  cocoa, and  l a ter on choco l a te 
consum pt ion fi rst to the ar i stocracy and su bseq uent l y to the wea l thy bourgeO i S  
i n  a var i ety of p l aces . Tech no log i ca l  i n novat ions enab l ed  t he  m ass p roduct ion  of  
both cocoa and choco l ate, wh i ch ,  by the ear ly  twent ieth centu ry, became regu l a r  
p roducts i n  many European househo lds .  Tea or ig inated o n  the As i an  cont i nent, 
most notab l y  i n  p a rt of present -day Ch i n a  and J apan .  The tea p l a nt, under  i ts 
Lat i n name Camel l i a  s i nens i s  thr ives best i n  trop i c a l  and  su btrop i ca l  c l i m ates. Tea 
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seemed to h ave m ade i ts way to European soc i ety d u ri ng  the 16th centu ry and  
l ed  to  a s p read  of tea p l a ntat ions under  European co lon i a l  r u l e ,  mos t  notab l y  t he  
Br i t i s h  t h roughout  As i a, i n c l ud i ng  I n d i a  and Ch i na .  Coffee i s  the th i rd of these 
p roducts refe renced in th i s  a rt i c l e .  The re a re two ma i n  spec ies of the coffee p l a nt, 
Coffea  a ra b i ca and Coffea canephora .  The dr i nk  b rewed from the p l a nts' roasted 
seeds was b rought  to Europe v i a  North Afr ican and Arab i c  cu l tu res d u ri ng  the 
17th centu ry, where i t  was a popu l a r  beverage before i ts i ntroduct ion  in Eu rope .  
The re i s  a n  i m p l i c i t  assoc i at ion of l u xu ri ous  i n d u l gence evoked by the 
consum pt ion of choco l ate, coffee, and tea that  runs deep in Western cu l tu res .  
Coffee b reaks, tea t ime, and snack ing on a p i ece of  choco l ate often serve as  br i ef  
esca pes from strenuous and demand i ng twenty fi rst centu ry l i festy les .  The food 
and beverage i n dustry uses ideas of i n d u l gence and treat ing onese l f  a s  recu rr i ng  
tropes i n  i ts advert i s i ng  for any of these  i tems .  I n  add i ti on  to  these  themes, ex­
ot i c i zed  i m a gery of  trop i c a l  and su btrop i c a l  l ocat ions  th at, i n  a Western context 
a re exoti c i zed ,  contr i bu te to the fantasy wor ld  that  some of  the advert i s i ng  strat­
eg ies  create for the i r  consu mers.  What often fa l l s  under  the tab l e, however, i s  
t h e  fact t h a t  t h e  i d e a l i zed vers ion  of the co lon i a l  wor ld  a n d  i t s  exoti c l andscapes 
o b l i te ra tes the ex i stence of com p l i cated networks of power re l a t ions h i ps that 
wou l d  d i stu rb the peacefu l  and serene q u a l i ty of the fantasy wor ld .  Fu rther, the 
h i stor i c a l  legacy of co lon i a l i sm i s  m ade i nv i s i b l e by an  a pp a rent ce l eb rat ion of  
these "wonderfu l" p l a ces .  Contem pora ry Western v i su a l  dep i ct ions of co lon i a l  
o r  i m per i a l  worl ds b u i l d  o n  t h e  var ious  i l l u strat ions a n d  pa i nt i ngs b y  a rt i sts who 
trave led  to  the co lon ies, often h i red to  document the n atura l r i ches  of  the na tu ­
ra l  l a ndsca pes .  Begi nn i ng  i n  the 16th and 17th centur i es, i l l ustrati ons of  exot i c  
fl o ra and  fauna  became standard themes  i n  p a i nt i ngs, i l l u strat ions ,  and  on  other  
genres of  decorat ive a rts such  as porce l a i n, embro idery, and domest i c a rt work 
cont i n u i ng to ga i n  i n  popu l a r i ty throughout  e ighteenth and n i neteenth centu ry 
Weste rn soc i et ies .  Desp i te the i r  sc ient i fi c  des i re to accu rate ly  portray the n atura l  
env i ronments, these i m ages a re su ffused w i th the cu l tu ra l  and soc i a l  et i q uettes 
and  i deo log ies  of the i r  t ime .  As many of these botan i c a l  stud ies dep i cted p l a nts 
not na t i ve to Europe, the i m ages a re permeated wi th  the gaze of i m per i a l i sm .  By 
the l a te n i neteenth centu ry, i m ages with botan i c a l  e lements had long entered not 
on ly  the rea lm  of a rt i s t ic  p rod uct ion,  but a l so  made the i r  entrance to consumer  
cu l tu re. 
Portable Colonial  Aesthetics :  N ineteenth Century Trade Cards 
Advert i s i ng  med i a  i n  the n i neteenth century ut i l i zed the v i s ua l  i nventory 
estab l i s hed  by a rt i sts and sc i ent i sts of the prev ious  decades to promote products 
that  bore connect ions with  exot i c  l andsca pes, d raw ing  on the common tropes 
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ident i fied as "i m peri a l  k i tsch" and "trop i c a l  p l enty" :  " I n  peop l e's  m i nds,  however, 
choco l ate rem a i ned entrenched in its co lon i a l  and p reco l on i a l  or ig i ns, s ign i fy ing 
the trop i cs, exot i c i sm,  and even sex a p pea l  - a l l  c h a ra cter ist ics h igh l ighted and  
mytho logized by  n i neteenth - centu ry Amer i can  advert i sers ." Trade cards  were 
one form of adverti s i ng  med i a  that  benefi ted from the a ppea l  of v i s ua l  i m agery 
and ut i l i zed the power of the v i s ua l  wor ld to ma rket products. They d rew on  
w i de l y  c i rcu l ated a nd  esta b l i shed forms of  portray ing fore ign a nd  exoti c  l a n d ­
sca pes as we l l  as popu l at ions .  Fore ign and  exot ic cu l tu res h a d  been access i b l e  to 
l a te n ineteenth centu ry Europeans and North Amer i cans th rough Wor ld Fa i r's, 
c i rcus  shows l i ke P.T. Barnum's shows i n  the Un i ted States o r  Hagenbecksche 
Voel kersch auen i n  Germany, and,  among others, book, newspaper, and m agaz ine 
i l l u strati ons .  Adverti s i ng  ephemera were p a rt of  a l a rger v i sua l  and ma ter i a l  
cu ltu re o f  portray ing "otherness." Products such  as  coffee or  cocoa, wh i ch  were 
nat ive to non -Western locat ions, a l most a lways terr i to ri es under  co lon i a l  or i m ­
per i a l  ru l e, d rew o n  standa rd i m agery of  exot ic  and foreign peop le, l andsca pes, 
and objects associ ated with these cu l tu res a b road .  
Trade or advert i s i ng  ca rds were a common and  w ide - spread  form of ad­
verti s i ng i n  the  n i neteenth centu ry. The advances i n  pr i nt ing techno logy and es­
peci a l l y  the deve lopment of c h romo l i thography enab l ed the wide d i stri bu t ion  of  
trade cards i n  the Un i ted States as wel l as  i n  other  p a rts of  the Western wor ld ,  
such as Engl and, France, and Germany. Moti fs ra ng ing from fl owers and c h i l d ren 
to i nter ior deS igns and spec i fi c  p roducts such  a s  i ron  stoves were d i s p l a yed on 
these cards that  wou l d  usu a l l y  come i n  a rectangu l a r  shape measur ing a pp rox i ­
mate l y  5 x 8 i nches .  Rac i a l  and ethn i c  stereotypes a s  wel l a s  n at iona l  and p atr iot i c 
mot ifs were a l so very popu l a r. Produced i n  an  era of  i m per i a l i sm and co lon i zat ion ,  
trade cards represent an i nterest ing and often understud ied  source to shed l igh t  
on the  fo rmat ion of ethn i c  and rac i a l i zed i dent i t ies i n  the l ate n i neteenth centu ry 
and the i r  legacy for contempora ry q uest ions and p a rad igm in Ethn i c  Stud ies  and  
rel ated fi e lds .  The i r  w ide  d i str i but ion among a l a rge va r iety of  peop le  from d i f­
ferent  soc i a l  and cu l tu ra l  b ackground make them i n to fasc inat i ng and reve a l i ng 
w i ndows to ga i n  i ns ight  about  cu l tu ra l  ideo log ies  and soc i a l  stru ctu res of  the l ate 
n i neteenth centu ry. 
An examp l e  of such  a dep i ct ion of "trop i ca l  p l enty" i s  the trade  c a rd by 
the London based com pany Tay lor  Brothers for i ts p roduct Ma rav i l l a  cocoa .  By 
showing a com prehens ive p rocess of the ent i re prod uct ion p rocess, from cu l t i ­
vat ion to i ndustri a l  p rod uct ion, th i s  ca rd stresses the ach i evements o f  Weste rn 
cu l tu res .  The ma i n  pa rt of  the card is occu p ied  by an  i l l u strat ion of two cocoa 
pods,  the fru i t  of the cocoa tree, p l aced i n  a trop i c a l  l a ndsca pe with a s m a l l  m i l l  
i n  the background,  p l a c i ng the p roduct i n  the cu ltu ra l context o f  i ts p l ace of  or ig in .  
The card does  not  p rov ide  s pec i fi c  i n format ion about  the exact  locat ion  o f  th i s  
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flo ra l  l a ndsca pe; the n atu ra l env i ronment, however, s uggests that  th i s  p l a ntat ion 
i s  l ocated in  the West I nd i es, cons ider i ng Eng l and's l a rge number of co lon i es in  
that  a rea  and  the cu l t ivat ion of cocoa from p l aces l i ke Tri n i d ad .  The sma l l e r  i m ­
age on the very top o f  t h i s  card shows the London factory o f  the Tay lor  Brothers 
com pany. The "natu ra l" and exot i c  l andsca pe, wh i ch  ta kes up more than h a l f  of 
the c a rd's s p a ce, i s  j uxta posed w i th the sma l l e r  d i s p l ay of  the factory in  Eng l and .  
Desp i te the sma l l e r  s i ze, the p l a cement of the London factory on the very  top of 
the c a rd,  a p l ace where the v iewer's s ight  i s  au tomati ca l l y  d rawn, dom inates the 
c a rd ,  des p i te the fact that the natura l  l a ndscape of  the cu l t i vat ion s i te covers more 
s p a ce on  the c a rd .  
The com pos i t ion of t h e  ca rd suggests a te l eo log i ca l  read i ng of t h e  p rod­
uct' s  cre at ion, from the raw produce to the refi ned consumer  p roduct, that  es­
tab l i shes  the econom i c  and ,  i n  extens ion, cu l tu ra l  s u per iori ty of  i nd ustr i a l i zed 
cu l tu res over i ts overseas co lon ies  and terr i tor ies .  Start i ng wi th  the cocoa fru i t  
i n  i ts n atu ra l  state on  t h e  bottom,  a p ath l e a d s  t h rough t h e  n atura l  l a ndscape of  
cocoa trees towa rd the manufactu r ing b u i l d i ng, a m i l l  operated by w ater power, 
as  the l a rge wheel on the r ight s i de  of the bu i l d i ng suggests. Two nat ive work­
e rs a re p l a ced i n  front of  i t, suggesti ng that the b u i l d i ng i n  the back i ndeed is 
the m a i n  house of the cocoa p l antat ion .  The actu a l  p ath becomes a meta phor i ca l  
route, l e ad i ng  i n  extens ion the  top of the  card symbo l i z i ng  the  su per ior  env i ron­
ment of  Western i ndustr i a l izat ion represented here by the Tay lor  Brothers M i l l s 
i n  London,  Eng l a nd, wh i c h  does not l onger operate w i th water- power as the 
more p r im i t i ve m i l l  on  the actu a l  p l a ntat ion .  The smok ing c h imneys of the Bri t i sh  
factory m a rk the tr i umph  of the i ndustr i a l i zed West over  the a rch a i c  i n d i genous 
and  natura l  l a ndsca pes of i ts co lon ies .  The d i s p l a y  of i ndustr i a l  l a ndsca pes such 
as  t h i s  factory was  a common trope for m any m anufactu rers i n  the l ate n i neteenth 
centu ry. The bus i ness wor ld was eager to demonstrate i ts modern i s t  methods of 
m ass prod uct ion and ensu re its consumers of i ts success. By v i s u a l  d i fferent i at ion 
w i th the s i te of cu l t ivat ion,  where the raw product, the cocoa p l a nt, dom in ates 
the v i ew on the very bottom of the card, the s i te of i ndustr i a l  product ion ,  on  the 
top on the c a rd and  p l aced in an  ova l  frame, emerges as the su per ior  p l ace of  
econom i c, c u l tura l  and  soc i a l  l i festyle .  
In add i t ion  to the portraya l  of n atu ra l  l a ndscapes, a l most untouched by 
Western i ndustr i a l  i m provements, n i neteenth century trade cards  a l so dep i cted 
scenes in wh i ch the consumer  cou ld  i nscr i be her- or  h imse l f  more act ive ly  i n to 
the portrayed scenery and partake, by p roject ion, i n  the opu lent and l uxu rious  
l i festy le  and espec i a l l y  conumpt ion of food made poss i b l e  by co lon i a l i sm .  The 
trade  ca rd for No i x  de Coco, d at i ng from app rox i m ate ly  the same t ime per iod 
th an  the Tay lor  Brothers advert isement ca rd, does not stress the connect ion to the 
i ndustr i a l i zed West, b ut, rather, represents a l andscape of  l u xu r ious  i n du l gence 
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in an exot i c ized framework, dep i ct ing McC l i ntock' s  category of "i m per i a l  k i tsch" . 
I ts mot i f  is rem in i scent of the i l l u strat ion i n  Wa l l er 's  travel n arrat ive 
Th i s  trade card presents severa l i n terest i ng e lements typ i c a l  for l a ndscapes of 
Western co lon i a l  fantas ies .  The d i v i s ion of  l abor  between members of the ru l i ng 
c l ass and the i nd igenous i n h ab i tants of  co lon ized terr itor ies, the gendered l a nd ­
sca pe of consumpt ion,  and t he  reference to of  a l a rger m a rket structu re outs i de  
t he  portrayed sett i ng a re i m portant aspects of t h i s  i m age. By a rra ng ing d i fferent  
e lements i n  the i m age represent i ng consumpt ion and product ion,  the ca rd u l t i ­
m ate l y  stresses t he  aspect of  consum pt ion by i nv i t i ng the consumer to i m ag i ne 
herse lf  as the l e i s u re ly  consumer  who enjoys the attent ion of her  servants. Where 
the focus i n  the Tay lor  Brothers card was on p roduct ion and  i ndustr i a l  p rocesses 
to stress Western su per ior i ty, the ma i n  na rrat i ve of t h i s  advert i s i ng  card suggests 
an env i ronment of l e i s u re and i ndu lgence enab l ed by the use of No ix  de  Coco 
on l y  access i b l e  to wh i tes .  Non-wh i tes, in th i s  im age, on l y  ex i st to he l p create the 
atmosphere of l u xu ry and comfort for the wh i te consumer. A l l  th ree servants i n  
th i s  p i ctu re contri bute to the wh i te woman's p l e a su re, e i ther  by fann i ng  her, serv­
i ng  her, o r  l a bor ing to create the product that  contr i bu tes to the fantasy wor ld of  
exot i c  comfort. The lower ha l f  of  the ca rd references a s i m p l i fied prod uct ion cyc l e  
of t he  product, rep resented by  t he  nat ive worker and the boxes toward h i s  l e ft. 
The young ma l e  sort i ng through a bucket of coconuts can  be read as a reference 
to the actu a l  l a bor of h a rvesti ng the raw p roduct that  i s  needed to produce No i x  
de Coco. H i s  l a bor, however, i s  i n  d i rect connect ion w i th consum pt ion of t he  p rod ­
uct, s i nce h i s  locat ion at t he  feet of the rec l i n i ng  woman  l i n ks h im  w i t h  her, t he  
consumer, who occu p i es t he  center of t he  p i cture. Next to  h i m, boxes that  seem 
to conta i n  the fi n i s hed product a re located i n  the l ower left corner of the p i ctu re. 
A coconut is p l aced on top of these boxes to d raw attent ion to the fact that  these 
boxes, which seem to be ready  for sh i pment, conta i n  the p rod uct adverti sed .  The 
tray of products that  a re served by a nat i ve fema l e  servant  to the wh i te woman  
j n  t he  h ammock i s  r ight next to t h e  boxes. The p rox i m i ty of  t h e  boxes a n d  the  
serv ing p l atter suggest that  No ix  de Coco, the content of these boxes, was  used 
to  prepa re to  these de l i c i ous  treats, wh ich  the rec l i n i ng wh i te fema l e  i s  i n d u l g i ng  
i n .  The p roduct ion cyc l e  of t h e  product, from r ight through left on t he  bottom h a l f  
o f  t h e  ca rd,  i s  l i n ked with consumpt ion of  the product. Aga i n, nat ive non -wh i te 
l a bo r  generates p roducts that  esta b l i s h  a l andscape of l e i s u re and  consum pt ion 
confi rm ing  the su per ior i ty of Western l i festy les .  
Both ca rds d raw on dep i ct ions of "trop i c a l  p l enty" and "i m per i a l  k i ts ch .  
They sha re v i s ua l  strategies that  s up port the genera l be l i ef  of  Western cu l tu ra l  
su per ior i ty, fi rm ly  esta b l i s h i ng wh i teness a s  the cu l tu ra l  norm. O n  both c a rds ,  
the natu ra l l a ndsca pes of  the non -Western, co lon ized scener ies a re fu l l  o f  p l a nts .  
On the Noix de Coco trade ca rd, exot i c  a n ima l s  a re added to enh ance the fore ign 
7 5  
Whiteness Studies and the Colonial Aesthetic: Western Popular Culture and the Representations of Race 
q u a l i ty of the env i ronment. The c l oseness of non -Western cu l tu res to a more 
"natu ra l" env i ronment exc l udes them from the more c i v i l i zed spheres of  Western 
nat ion-s ta tes .  Westerners had  conquered n atu re, as is suggested by the factory 
on  the Tay lor  Brothers trade ca rds, and asserted themse lves i n to the i r  s u rround­
i ngs, non -Westerners h ad  not. For Western cu l tu res, natu ra l  and pr i s t i ne  l and ­
sca pes became  p l a ces that  cou l d  be used for resources to  enab l e  m ass p roduct ion .  
Conq uests of  u ntamed env i ronments were an i m p l i c i t  pa rt of c iv i l i zed soc i et ies, 
w h i ch seemed to offer a more refi ned l i festy le .  Because the rec l i n i ng wh i te wom ­
a n  rep resents Western cu l tu res that  h ave s uccessfu l l y  tamed w i l d  l a ndsca pes 
and  s u bord i na ted non -wh i tes, she  i s  a b l e  to i nd u l ge i n  l e i s u re ly  cons umpt ion .  The 
m a rg i n a l i zat ion  of  peop le  of  co lor, who re present the workforce, i s  enh anced not 
on l y  but the i r  dep i ct ion  of servants of fa rm workers (as i n  the b ackground on the 
Tay lor  Brothers trade  ca rd), but a l so by the assert ions of  Western c i v i l i zat ion in 
both dep i ct ions .  
The Tay lor  Brothers ca rd symbo l i zes c iv i l i zed conq uest over natu re wi th  
i ts representat ion of  the London factory, whereas on the No ix  de Coco ca rd ,  sev ­
era l  e lements i n  the su rrou nd ings, such  as the Greek statue and the water  foun ­
ta i n  i n  the background, attest to  the present of Western c iv i l i zat ion .  U l t i m ate ly, 
the c reat ion  of  exot i c l andscapes fu l l  of l u x u ry and  l e i s u re fa i l  to portray the ac­
tu a l l abor  needed i n  the product ion p rocess of  both  cocoa and No ix  de Coco. Both 
i m ages d i sgu i se the dependency on non -Western l a bor and resources to enab l e  
Western su per ior i ty by d raw ing  attent ion to  t he  n atu ra l and pr im i t i ve l andscape 
of non -Western env i ronments. 
Plantation Chocolate 
The dep i ct ion of p l antat i on l i fe i n  the trop i cs or su btrop i cs, wh i c h  was  so 
p redom i n ant ly  d i s p l ayed on the l ate n i neteenth centu ry trade card fo r M a rav i l l a  
coffee, rea p pears o n  a b rand of  choco l ate i n  Germany a lmost more than  a centu ry 
l a te r. In 2000, the renowned choco l a te manufacturer Rausch deve loped a new 
produ ct of  m ass- ma rketed choco l ate. The com pany l a unched a ser ies of d i fferent 
chocol ate brands n amed after the p l ace of or ig in  of i ts cocoa beans. Each i nd i ­
v i d u a l  k ind of  th i s  ser ies i s  d i fferent from the other i n  i ts cocoa content. A l l  k i nds,  
however, a re wrapped i n  the same packag ing (p i ctu re 4). Each choco l ate b rand  
of  the e ight  k i nds  that  a re ava i l ab l e  i s  named after a d i fferent locat i on, depend­
i ng  where the cocoa seeds used  for th i s  pa rt i cu l a r  b rand a re grown. Des p i te the  
d i fferent names, the im age of the p l antat ion scene a p pears on every wra pper. I t  
seems to  serve as a n  i m ag i na ry p l ace that  can be a pp l ied to  each of these loca­
t ions, a l though the l ocat ion th at served as the mode l  for the or ig i n a l  p i ctu re m ight  
h ave been ne i ther  of  these p l aces. The nosta lg i a  i nvo l ved i n  the p l a ntat ion scenery 
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m ight  a l so  serve as a rem i nder of Rausch's centu ry- long trad i t ion  as a choco l at i e r. 
I n  1890, Wi l he lm  Rausch ,  sen io r, opens h i s  fi rst pa stry shop  i n  the R h i ne l and .  I n  
1918, h i s  son, Wi l h e lm  Rausch ,  j un ior, ex pands  t h e  fam i l y  bu s i ness a n d  opens the  
com pany Wi l he lm Rausch  i n  Ber l i n .  I n  1999,  a yea r  befo re l a unch i ng the suc ­
cessfu l  b rand of Rausch's p l antat ion choco l ate, t he  com pany merges w i t h  another  
wel l - known choco l a te bus i ness and estab l i s hes  the Schoko l adenhaus  Fassbender  
& Rausch  am Gend a rmenmarkt (House of Choco l a te by Fassbender & Rausch  
on the Gend a rmenm arkt) i n  Ber l i n .  The store, w i th a n  adj acent resta u rant  th at  
s pec i a l i zes i n  choco l a te d i s hes, ca rr ies a l a rger, co lored rep rod uct ion of the p l a n ­
tat ion scene d i s p l ayed on e a c h  wrapp i ng. 
Each p l antat ion choco l ate package, a s i de  of  d i ffe rent s i zes, i n c l udes  the 
copy of the nosta lg i c  p l antat ion i l l ustrat i on or  p a i nt i ng on  i t. On the "or ig i n a l" i m ­
age, d i s p l ayed i n  the Ber l i n  store, the i nscr ip t ion  Theobroma  Cacao, L., the Lat i n 
name for the cocoa p l a nt, i s  pr i nted on the u p per  ma rg i n  of  the  framed p i ctu re . 
The p l a ntat ion l andscape - yet another  examp l e  of  scener ies of "trop i ca l  p l enty" 
- between the two d i fferent dep i ct ions of  the  cocoa p l ant  seems to portray a 
cocoa p l a ntat ion .  A number  of  l a borers a re rep resented on the i m age: a worker i n  
front o f  the p l antat ion i n  t h e  background ,  a wom an, accompan ied  b y  a s m a l l  ch i l d, 
who ba l ances a fu l l  basket on her  head ,  and other workers h a rvesti ng cocoa tress 
on both s ides of the i m age. The cu rv i ng  road l eads  from the left corner of the  
i m age to  wards i ts dest i n at ion i n  front of  the p l antat ion house, past an orc h a rd of  
cocoa trees. The ent i re scene descr i bes the  cyc l e  of cocoa p l a nt i ng, t he  ma i n  i n ­
gred ient for Rausch's p l antat ion choco l a tes. The a bundant  natu ra l  l andscape sug­
gests a prist ine env i ronment l a rge l y  removed from the contem porary product ion  
of cocoa .  The se lect ion of  th i s  scene for the com pany's p l antat ion choco l ate seems 
to be mot ivated to p l ace the product i n to the centu ry- long trad i t ion of choco l ate 
and cocoa prod uct ion .  However, t h i s  context of nosta l g i a  a l so, s im i l a r  to the trade  
cards i n  t he  l ate n i neteenth centu ry, st i rs u p  Western co lon i a l  aesthet ics that  a re 
sa turated wi th stereotypes of non -Western pr im i t ive and a rch a i c  themes .  
Rausch's p ract ice of  co lon i a l  nosta l g i a  does not stop  w i th the p l antat i on  
i m age that  g ives the prod uct i ts name .  I n  add i t ion  to th i s  u b i q u i tous  i m age, other  
v i s u a l  rep resentat ions a re used  that  l i n k  the choco l ate p roduct to  the i r  countr ies 
of or ig in a nd, as I suggest, to a co lon i a l  i m ag i n a ry that  i s  so centra l to the m a r­
ket ing of  these products and others of  i ts k i nd .  On the backs ide  of the  p ackage 
wra ppers of each  spec i fi c  b rand,  a map h i g h l ights the locat ion i n  wh i c h  the cocoa 
seeds used for the spec i fi c  k i nd of  choco l a te a re grown (p i ctu re 4) .  A reas  north of 
the Trop i c  of Cancer a re l e ft out .  The i m age i s  d i v i ded i n to h a l f  by a d iscont i nuous  
l i ne that  re presents the equ ator. On the M ad agaskar  choco l ate wrapper, a red dot  
po i nts out the locat ion  of  the cocoa p l a ntat ion,  accom pan i ed by the locat ion ( and  
choco l ate b rand) name and  an i m age of a cocoa  fru i t. Th i s  map becomes a repet i -
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t i ve i m a ge i n  the com pany's  packag ing des ign .  It is a l so  used as a st icker sea l i ng 
a wooden c igar - l i ke box that  conta i ns twelve choco l a te st i cks from fou r  d i fferent 
p l antat ion choco l ate b rands .  Contrary to the map rep roduced on the back of  each  
choco l a te b a r, t h i s  map i nc l udes a l l  e ight  p l antat ion l ocat ions .  Further, th i s  m a p  
i s  a l so p a i n ted as a m ura l on one of the w a l l s  a t  the Rausch -Fassbender store i n  
Ber l i n .  None of  these maps i nc l udes Europe or Germany, where the fi n a l  p roduct 
i s  actu a l l y  p roduced .  The Rausch Com pany owns an  extens ive choco l a te factory 
in Pe i ne, Germany, where, most l i ke l y, the major i ty of the merch and i se is c re­
ated .  The i m ag i n ary connect ion to  trop i c a l  and exot i c  p l aces seems obv ious  when 
m arket i ng  for p rod ucts b ased on raw mater i a l s  grown i n  these  a reas .  However, 
it is unden i a b l e  that  the v i s ua l  i m agery (the  h i stor i ca l  p l antat ion i l l ustrat ion and 
the m a p) t ha t  i s  ut i l i zed to m arket these prod ucts i s  deep l y  rooted i n  a co lon i a l  
aesthet i c  th at, uncr i t i c a l l y  consumed, stands t h e  ch ance of rep l i c at i ng Western 
a s sum pt ions and  stereotypes a bout these locat ions .  
The use  of m a ps as ma rket ing too l s  for p roducts b ased on raw mater i a l s  
t ha t  a re n at ive t o  t h e  trop i c a l  a n d  su btrop i c a l  reg ions of t h e  wor ld ,  such  a s  cocoa­
b ased p roducts, seems  to be a common strategy. A coffee cu p used at  a coffee 
vend i ng  mach i ne at a au tobahn  ("h ighway") rest- stop serves as a nother examp le. 
A l though  th i s  m a p  i n c l udes the Northern Hem isphere, the proport ions of  the d i f­
ferent  cont i nents seem skewed.  S im i l a r  to the map  on Rausch p l antat ion choco­
l a tes, th is  m a p  h igh l ights seven locat ions where coffee i s  grown, such  a s  Mexi co, 
Co l u m b i a, Braz i l ,  I vory Coast, Kenya, I ndones i a, and the Ph i l i p p i nes .  Each name 
i s  accom pan i ed w i th an i m age of a coffee bean ,  no t  u n l i ke t he  Rausch  map  of 
cocoa p l antat ions .  Aga i n, th i s  map, desp i te i ts i n c l u s i on  of the cont i nents north 
of the Trop i c  of Cancer, h igh l ights countr ies located in trop i c a l  and s u b -t rop i c a l  
reg ions .  A l l  of  t he  cou ntr ies named on th i s  map  were, at one t ime or  another, 
s u bj ugated to the co lon i a l  ru le  of  one or more European n at ions .  Th us, both m a ps, 
one spec i fy i ng  cocoa p l antat ions,  one coffee p l a ntat i ons, serve as  v i s u a l  rem i nd ­
ers of  European co lon i a l i st expans ion  and i m pe ri a l i st po l i t i cs that  h ave s h a ped 
g l oba l  econom i c  stru ctu res to the present. 
Sarotti Chocolate 
Other choco l a te com pan i es have a l so sta rted to emphas i ze the trop i c a l  
or ig ins  of the i r  choco l ate p roducts. Sa rotti choco l ate, a trad i t i ona l  German  choco­
l a te manufactu rer, now i n  the h ands of  a French-Sw i ss com pany, i ntroduced a 
new brand of fi ne choco l a te, more a ffo rdab l e  than  the much more se lect ive ly 
p roduced i tems so ld  i n  spec i a l ty sto res .  S im i l a r  to Rausch's p l antat ion choco l ate, 
the na mes of the fi ve var i at ions des ignate the l ocat ions of  the cocoa seeds used 
to manufactu re these products :  J ava, Ecu ador, Pa pau -Neugu i nea ,  St .  Thome, and 
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Santo Domi ngo. Contrary to Rausch p l a ntation  choco l ate, the v i s u a l  des ign of the 
Sarotti p roducts a re m i n ima l i st  and focus  on the pr i nted l ogo and an actu a l  i m age 
of the product on the bottom h a l f  i nstead of  evok ing a nosta lg i c  exoti c i sm . How­
ever, the text on the back of  S a rott i 's  S anto Domi ngo b rand  suggests the n atu ra l 
r iches and exoti c  de l ights of the Cari bbean i s l a nd :  "The Car i bbean  c l im ate g ives 
the Santo Domi ngo cocoa bean a gent le  and  myster ious  ta ste, wh i l e  the i n fl u ­
ence o f  the Atl ant ic  Ocean  underscores the sturdy a n d  who lehearted nuances o f  
the Santo Dom ingo cocoa ." The text  pos i t ions the c i ty of  Santo Domingo o n  the 
i s l and H i span i o l a, wh ich today  i s  d i v ided i nto Ha i ti on i ts Western pa rt and  the 
Dom in i can  Repub l i c  on i ts Eastern p a rt, as  the meet i ng po i nt of  the Car i b bean  Sea 
and the Atl ant ic  Ocean .  
These two p l aces serve as  meta phors for the New World's i nd igenous 
and s l ave cu l tures and the Old Worl d's European c iv i l i zat ions, respect ive ly. The 
Car i b bean envi ronment, accord i ng  to the descr i pt ion, s u pp l ies  the "gent le" and  
"myster ious" q u a l i t ies of  t he  p rod uct, whereas  the Atl ant i c  Ocean, and i t s  con­
nect ions to the O ld  Wor ld  of  European cu l tu res, br i ngs out  the "stu rdy" and more 
who lesome ("who lehearted") c h a racter ist ics of  the p roduct. Th i s  cocoa bean  
seems to be the  perfect hyb r id  of the co lon i a l  encou nter that  h a s  sh aped the h i s ­
tory of the i s l and a n d  has  a ffected i ts econom ic, soc i a l ,  a n d  po l i t i c a l  cond i t ions to 
th i s  day. Th i s  text su bt ly  i nscr ibes the "soft," a l most fem i n i ne q u a l i t ies of gent l e ­
ness and myster iousness trad it i o n a l l y  assoc i ated w i th s imp l i s t i c  ideas  of exot i c  
l andsca pes and the i r  cu l tures with the Car ibbean  and ass igns more m ascu l i ne 
attri butes to the Atl ant ic  Ocean  and i ts c l oser prox im i ty to European c i v i l i z a ­
t ion .  Th i s  juxtapos i t ion repeats t h e  b l uepr i nt of co lon i a l  i m ag inat ion t h a t  i n forms 
Western percept ions of former co lon ized l ocat ions .  Unconsc ious l y, th i s  descr i p ­
t ion by  Sarotti i n  comb i nat ion w i t h  t h e  v i s u a l  mater i a l s  u sed by Rausch p l antat ion 
choco l ate i n s i nu ate a co lon i a l  and i m per i a l i st  aesthet ic  tha t  i s  often accountab l e  
for cu ltura l  d i fferent iat ions of  "us" versus  "them" t h a t  l i es at  t h e  core of raC i a l l y  
i n fused cu l tu ra l  a n d  econom ic  po l i t i cs . 
The strategy of  d i fferent i at ing between refi ned European or  Eu ropean­
based cu l tu res and w i l d  and untamed co lon i a l  setti ngs i s  a recu rri ng mot i f i n  
Sarott i 's  adverti S i ng strategies .  Approx ima te ly  a centu ry before, the com pany 
Sarott i ,  w i th i ts then headq u a rte rs i n  Ber l i n, i ssued a trade ca rd ser ies cons ist­
i ng of  s ix d i fferent ca rds .  Th i s  ser ies d rew on i m ages that  esta b l i shed c lear l i nes 
between "us" and "them ." These ca rds were most ly p l aced in choco l a te packages 
that  cou l d  be pu rch ased i n  vend i ng  mach i nes .  The choco l a te manufactu rer  Sto l l ­
werck i n  Co logne, one of S a rotti ' s com pet itors, i s  often c red i ted for the innovat ive 
and extens ive use of these s ammel b i l der  ("co l l ector 's  cards") or  advert i s i ng  c a rds .  
These trade card ser ies,  often with accompany ing a l b ums, sta rted a ppear i ng  i n  
the l ate n ineteenth centu ry. As the twent ieth century p rogressed, the a l b u ms' 
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themes and  p i ctor i a l  works grew more and more soph i st i cated .  
Sto l lwerck p ub l i s hed one of i ts fi rst ca rds  ser ies wi th  accompany ing a l ­
b um  i n  1898 .  From year  to yea r, the p rod uct ion of  these p aper  ephemera grew 
more and  o re soph i st i cated .  By the ear ly  1900s, the a l b ums  were not on l y  used to 
co l l ect i n d i v i d u a l  ser ies of cards that  usu a l l y  cons isted of s i x  s i ng le  cards .  A l bums  
w i th  overa rch i ng  themes such  as Das neunzehnte J ah rhundert nhe  n i neteenth 
centu ry") from 1902103 or He iden-A l b um  ("a l b um  of heroes"), from 1908/09, 
were des igned to assemb le  card ser ies that cou l d  cons i s t  of up tol00 cards  or  
more .  S a rotti i ssued a card ser ies ca l l  D i e  S ieges a l l e  ("Avenue of Victory") i n  the 
ear ly twent i eth centu ry. 
Sto l l werck, Sa rotti and other com pan ies  i ssued trade ca rd ser ies that  
were meant to  educate i ts consumers, most ly  c h i l d ren, about  the i r  own cu l tu re 
and  h i s to ry, bu t  a l so about  d i fferent cu l tu res and n at ions .  Often, ca rds ded i ca ted 
to d i s p l ay i ng  non-European peop l e  d rew on d i st i ngu i s h i ng  the i r  s ubjects from 
the "c i v i l i zed" worl ds  of the consumers .  The s i x - ca rd ser ies by Sa rotti ment ioned 
a bove i l l u strates th is  pO ignant ly. The ser ies i s  ent i t led Kr iegsfuehrung be i  w i l den 
Voe l kern ("wa rfa re among the w i l d  peop le") . Each card rep resents a d i fferent 
pop u l at ion ,  accom pan i ed by a wr i tten exp l a n at ion of each moti f on  the back of 
the c a rd .  A l l  s i x  popu l at ion groups a re of  non -European or ig i n .  P ictu r i ng  and 
descr i b i ng  popu l at ion groups outs i de  of European cu l tura l  her i tage as "w i l d" and 
keen on  wa rfa re i m p ressed a c l ear  us-versus-them understa nd i ng  of g loba l  com­
mun i t i e s  that  a re cont i n ued, a l be i t  more i m p l i c i t l y, i n  contem porary consumer  
c u l tu re .  These i l l u strat ions s upported Western cu l tu res' overa l l  be l i ef  i n  the mora l 
i n fer ior i ty and  i nadeq uacy of non -Western com mun i t ies ,  wh i ch  i n  tu rn p rov ided 
the West w i th a found at ion to  ce leb rate i ts domi nance and just i fy the necess i ty of 
contro l l i n g  peop l e  of co lo r. 
Conclusion :  Colonial Aesthetics and Contemporary Art 
Unexam i ned co lon i a l  aesthet ics that repeat the rac i a l i zed imagery of  
" im per i a l  k i tsch" and "trop i ca l  p l enty," can, often unwi l l i ng ly, perpetu ate rac i a l  
h i e ra rch ies  t h a t  cast non -wh i tes i n  pos i t ions of cu l tu ra l  dependence a nd  pr im i ­
t i v i sm a n d  p roject wh i teness a s  t h e  norm.  Photogra pher  a n d  Mu lt imed i a  a rt ist  
G regory Co l bert's recent work i s  a good examp le. Co l bert i s  a very wel l - known 
photpgrapher  from Canada  whose recent show "Ashes and Snow" has rece ived a 
l ot of  cr i t i c a l  acc l a im .  The i nteract i ve exh i b i t ion i nc l udes Co l bert' s photogra phs, 
a one -hour  fi l m  and severa l shorter fi lm s, i nsta l l at ions, and a letter- novel wr i tten 
by Co lbert. I t  or ig i nated i n  Ven i ce i n  2002 and ha s  s i nce then traveled as a "No­
mad i c  Museum" to New York i n  2005 and Santa Mon i ca ,  Ca l i forn i a ,  i n  2006 .  H i s  
b l ack - and -wh i te p i ctu res portray a n i m a l s  a n d  h umans i n  unusua l  s i tuat ions and 
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in c l ose p rox im i ty to each others .  The a rtwork that  is p a rt of "Ashes and  Snow" 
or ig inated d u ri ng  Co l bert's travel to th i rty- four  d i fferent countr i es over the pa st 
fourteen yea rs, among them Kenya, Borneo, and  Tonga .  Co lbert's p h i losophy i s  
to show t he  an i ma l s  i n  the i r  natu ra l h a b i tat  i n  h a rmony w i t h  h u m an be i ngs .  H i s  
p h i l osophy i s  to b r i ng  h um an i ty c loser to n atu re, a rel at ions h i p  th at, he  c l a i ms, we 
have lost. Co l bert c reates fantast i c  l andscapes that show h umans and a n ima l s  i n  
h a rmony with each  other, b u t  h i s  wel l - i ntent ioned p roject generated a var i ety o f  
cr i t i c i sm .  
On an  i nternet b log  ca l led "li sten i ng  for Change", a number of i n d i v i d u a l s  
exp ressed t h e i r  uneas i ness w i th t h e  show, espec i a l l y  t h e  fact t h a t  not o ne  h uman  
be ing shown w i th an a n i m a l  i n  any of t h e  p i ctu res or  fi lm s  seemed to b e  a person 
of  European descent. Women, men, and ch i l d ren of  co lor, from var ious p a rts 
of the wor ld ,  a re the h uman  s ubjects of Co l bert' s a rt i s t i c  p hotogra phs  and  fi l m  
mater i a l .  I n  the exh i b i t, the v i s ua l  m ate r i a l  i s  accompan ied  b y  a number of  fi c ­
t ion a l  letters wr i tten to  h i s  w i fe by a man  who trave led the wor ld  on a yea r - l ong 
jou rney. The text stress a des i re for h a rmony and  peace between d i fferent spe­
c ies  of the  worl d and an  overa l l  yearn ing to  deve lop a c l o ser  and  more authent i c  
re l a t ionsh i p  to  natu re. Co l bert h imse l f i s  keen about  the exh i b i t's  des i red effects 
on i ts v iewers to ca rry a message a bout peacefu l ness and h a rmony: " In exp lo r i ng  
the  s h a red l angu age and poet i c  sens i b i l i t ies  of a l l  a n ima l s, I am work ing towards  
red i scover ing the  common ground that  once ex i sted when peop l e  l i ved i n  h a r­
mony with an im a l s .  The i m ages dep i ct a wor ld  that  i s  w i thout begi nn i ng  or end,  
here or there, past  or  present." Co l be rt's des i re for the a - h i stor i c  natu re of  h i s  
p roject, however, ra i ses deep concerns about  t h e  actu a l  h i story beh i nd  co lon i a l  
encounters and resu l t i ng  power re l at ions h i ps not s o  m u c h  between h u m ans  and  
a n ima ls ,  but  between the h u m ans shown i n  Co l bert' s a rtwork, peop le  of  co lo r, 
and the ones a bsent from i t, wh i te peop le .  
Co l bert' s work exemp l i fies  the com p l i cated rac i a l i zed po l i t i cs  of  
representat ions .  H i s  p i ctu res seem to re - i nscr i be wh i teness by u t i l i z i ng  
centu r ies -o l d  v i sua l  trad i tions  of  re present i ng exoti c panoramas, a n im a l ,  and  h u ­
man  be i ngs. Co l bert's a rtwork as  wel l as  other objects of  everyd ay  l i fe's ma ter i a l  
wor ld a re ca rri ers of t h e  h i stor i c a l  l egac ies of co lon i a l  encounters .  Consumer  cu l ­
tu re i s  n o  except ion .  The i conography o f  "i m per i a l  p r im i t i v i sm" i n  p atent med i c i ne  
and i n  m ater i a l  cu l tu re a round sugar  and confect ionary i n  n i neteenth century U .S .  
cu l tu re h ave pers i sted i n to the twenty fi rst centu ry, re -des ign i ng  e ighteenth and  
n i neteenth centu ry i conogra phy of  "trop i c a l  p l enty" and "im per i a l  k i tsch ." The 
study  of popu l a r  cu l tu re, espeC i a l l y  of v i s ua l  and  m ater i a l  cu l t u re, deserves a 
centra l p l ace i n  cr i t i ca l  i n q u i r ies  a bout  the processes of  rac i a l i zat ion, the i n te rde­
pendence of rac i a l i zed categor ies such  as b l ackness and wh i teness, and the m a n i ­
festat ions o f  rac i a l  pr iv i l ege a n d  oppress ion i n  soc i a l  a n d  cu l tura l  structu res. 
8 1  
Whiteness Studies and the Colonial Aesthetic: Western Popular Culture and the Representations of Race 
Contem pora ry imagery i n  popu l a r  cu l tu re has  cont i nued the rep resen­
tat i ona l  p ract ices of co lon i a l  and i m per i a l  aesthet ics  tha t  a re b ased on rac i a l l y  
exc l u s i ona ry structures, p l a c i ng the rac i a l i zed construct ion of  wh i teness on top o f  
soc i a l  a n d  c u l tura l  h ie ra rch ies .  The cont i nuous  use of " im per i a l  k i tsch" a n d  i m ag­
e ry  of  "trop i c a l  p l enty" i n  a reas  of  popu l a r  cu l tu re other t han  consumer  cu l tu re 
can  serve a s  p ros pect ive case stud ies  for Ethn i c  Stud ies and  Wh i teness Stud ies 
a l i ke .  
Resea rch  for th is  a rt i c l e  was made poss i b l e  by generous  fe l l ows h i ps a t  the 
N at i ona l  Museum of Amer ican H i sto ry and  the Winterthu r  Museum and  Country 
Estate .  Va l u a b l e  suggestions about  e ighteenth centu ry aesthet ics were p rov i ded 
by my co l l e agues a t  Wi nterth u r  Er i c Go l l anek and Anna Marl ey. My a pp rec i a t ion 
a l so goes to Cate Cooney, head  l i b rar i a n  of ra re books at  Wi ntert hu r, who has  
extended her  ass i stance to me .  F i n a l l y, the k i nd  s u pport of Dr .  Ch r ist i an  H i l l en  a t  
the RWWA i n  Co logne made t h i s  a rt i c l e  poss i b le .  
1 .  Tyl e r  Sta l l i ngs, ed . ,  Wh i teness :  A Wayward Constru ct ion (Laguna  Beach ,  CA: 
Lagun a  Art Museum,  2003; Dav id  Roed iger, ed . ,  B l ack  on Wh i te :  Bl ack  
Wri te rs on What  i t  Means to be Wh i te, (Schocke, 1999); Matthew Frye 
J a cobson, Wh i teness of a D i fferent Co lor :  European I m m igrants and the  
A l chemy of  Race  (Cambr idge, MA:  Ha rva rd Un ivers i ty Press, 1998); George 
li p s i tz, The Possess i ve I nvestment in Wh i teness :  How Wh i te Peop l e  Profi t from 
I den ti ty Po l i t i cs (Ph i l ade l p h i a :  Tem p le Un ivers i ty Press, 1998); R i c h a rd De lgado, 
ed . ,  Cr i t i c a l  Wh i te Stud i es :  Look ing Beh i nd  the M i rror, (Ph i l ade l p h i a :  Tem p l e  
Un i vers i ty Press, 1997); Ruth Frankenberg, ed . ,  D i sp l ac ing Wh i teness :  Essays i n  
Cu l tu ra l  Cr i t i c i sm ,  (Du rham,  N C :  Duke Un ivers i ty Press, 1997); Dav i d Roed iger, 
The Wages of Wh i teness :  Race and the Mak ing  of the Amer i can  Work ing C l ass 
(London :  Verso, 1991) .  
2 .  I w i l l  use the term Wh i teness Stud ies  dur i ng  the a rt i c l e, but th is  te rm refers 
to a l l  the v a rious  fi e lds  ca l led Cr i t i c a l  Wh i te Stud ies, Cr i t i c a l  Wh i teness 
Stu d i es, and  so on .  
3.  Johne l l a  But ler, ed .  From Color-li ne to Border l ands :  The Matr ix of  Amer ican 
Stud i es (Seatt l e :  Un ivers i ty of Wash i ngton Press, 2001 ) :  xx i .  
4 .  M i che l l e  Habel l - Pa l l a n  and Mary Romero, eds . ,  Lat ino/a Popu l a r  Cu l ture 
(New York :  New York Un ivers i ty Press, 2002) .  
5 .  R i c ha rd Dyer, Wh i te (London :  Rout ledge, 1997) : x i i i .  
6 .  J a n  Nederveen Pieterse, Wh i te o n  Bl ack :  Im ages of  Afr ica  a n d  Bl acks i n  
Western Popu l a r  Cu l tu re (New Haven: Ya l e  Un ivers i ty Press, 1992), 10 .  
7. Anne McC l i ntock, I m per i a l  Leather :  Race, Gender and  Sexu a l i ty i n  the 
Co lon i a l  Context (New York: Rout ledge, 1995) :  209.  
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8. Henry Ne lson Co ler idge. S i x  Months i n  the West I n d i es .  3rd ed .  
(London :  John  Murray, 1825) :  149.  
9 .  John M i ch ae l  V lach  . .  The P l anter's Prospect: Pri v i l ege and S l avery in  
P l antat ion Pa i nt i ng. (  Cha pe l  H i l L  NC :  Un iverS i ty of  North Caro l i n a  Press2002); 
I a n  Gregory Strachan .  Pa rad i se  and Pl antation :  Tour i sm and Cu l tu re i n  the 
Ang lophone Car i b bean  (Cha rlottesv i l l e, VA: Un iverS i ty of  Vi rgi n i a  Press, 2002) . 
10 .  Wendy A. Woloson .  Refi ned Tastes :  Sugar, Confect ionery, and Consumers i n  
N i neteenth -Centu ry Amer i ca  (Ba l t imore: Johns Hopk ins  Press, 2002). 
1 1 .  John August ine Wa l l e r. A Voyage i n  the West I nd ies :  conta i n i ng var ious  
observat ions made d u ri ng  a res i dence i n  Barbados, and severa l of  the leewa rd 
i s l ands (London :  S i r  R i c ha rd Ph i l l i ps, 1820) .  
12. P ieterse, Wh i te on B l ack, 90.  
13 .  I b i d . ,  91 . 
14 .  The Starbucks webs i te l i sts the com pany's  vast  se lect ion of  coffees i n  the 
coffee menu, www.sta rbucks .com. accessed September  15, 2006. 
15 .  Ti m Barr inger, "Im per i a l  Vi s i ons :  Responses to I nd i a  and Afr ica  i n  Vi ctor i a n  
Art a nd  Design," i n  The Vi ctor i an  Vi s ion :  I nvent i ng New Bri ta i n ,  ed .  J o hn  
MacKenzie (London :  V&A Pub l i cat ions, 2001) : 315333. 
16 .  Soph ie D. Coe and M i ch ae l  D. Coe, The True H i sto ry of Choco l ate (New 
York: Th ames and Hudson, 1996) .  
17. A l an Macfa r lane and I r i s  Macfa rl a ne, The Emp i re of  Tea :  The rem arkab l e  
H i story of t he  P l ant t h a t  too k over t he  Wor ld (Woodstock, NY: Over look Press, 
2004). 
18 .  Antony Wi ld ,  Coffee: A Dark H i story (New York: WW Norton, 2005) . 
19 .  Ha rr iet R i tvo, "The Natu ra l Worl d," i n  The Victor i an  Vi s ion .  
20. Beth Fawkes Tob i n, Co lon iz i ng Natu re : The Trop i CS i n  Br i t i sh  Arts and 
Letters (Ph i l ade l p h i a :  Un iverS i ty of  Pennsy lvan i a  Press, 2005) : 24;, M i chae l  
Gaud io, "Swa l low ing the Ev idence :  Wi l l i am Bartra m and the Li m i ts of 
En l ightenment," Wi nterth u r  Portfo l i o  36, 1 (S pr ing 2001) : 1 - 17. 
21 .  Woloson, Refi ned Tastes, 1 16 .  
22. Hans -Peter Beyerhoeffer and Eckh a rt Hel l m uth, eds . ,  Exoti c a :  Konsum und  
I nszen ierung des  Fremden i m  19 .  J a h r h undert (Muenster :  L i t  Verl ag, 2003) .  
23. Robert J ay, The Trade Card i n  N i neteenth-Century Amer i ca  
(Co l umb i a, Miss :  Un ivers i ty of  M i ssour i  Press, 1987) .  
24 .  Mari l yn Maness Meh assy, "Advert i s i ng  Race/Race i ng Advert i s i ng :  The 
Fem i n i ne Consu mer(-N at ion) ,  1876-1900," S igns 23, 1 (Autumn  1997) : 131 - 174.  
25. The exact d ate of  t h i s  trade, as those of most paper  ephemera, i s  d i ffi cu l t  to 
ident i fy. Most l i ke l y, th i s  card was pri nted d u r i ng  the 1880s, p robab l y  not l ate r 
t han  the m id  1890s and not ear l i e r  than 1876, the yea r  of  the Centenn i a l  
Exh i b i t ion i n  Ph i l ade l ph i a  that  ma rked the exp l os ion  of  adverti s i ng ca rds  on the 
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u.s .  consumer  m a rkets. 
26. J a ckson T. Lea rs, Fab l es of Abundance :  A Cu l tu ra l  H i story of  Advert i s i ng  i n  
Amer i ca  (New York :  H arper Co l l i ns, 1994l .  
27. Psyche Wi l l i ams -Forson, Bu i l d i ng  Houses out  of  Ch i cken Legs : B l ack  
Women,  Food,  and Power (Ch a pe l  H i l l , NC :  Un ivers i ty of North Caro l i n a ,  
2006); Sherr ie  A .  I n ness, K i tchen Cu l tu re i n  Amer i can :  Popu l a r  Rep resentat ions 
of  Food, Gender, and Race (Ph i l ade l p h i a :  Un ivers ity of  Pennsyl v an i a, 2001) ;  
M.M. M anr i ng, S l ave in a Box: The Strange Career of  Aunt Jem i ma  
(Ch a r lottesv i l l e, VA : Un ivers i ty of Vi rgi n i a  Press, 1998) .  
28 .  The ca rd adve rt ised a b a ki ng  s upp lement b ased a coconut  extract tha t  cou l d  
be used,  as  t h e  card announce, for "pudd i ngs, p i es a n d  p astry." No i x  de  Coco i s  
t h e  French  express ion  for coconut. Warner & Merr it trade ca rd, Ph i l ade l p h i a, 
l a te n i neteenth centu ry, Warsh aw Co l l ect ion .  The trade ca rd p robab l y  d ates 
between 1876 and 1893.  The trade ca rd bus i ness in the US exp l oded a fter the 
Wor ld  Expo i n  Ph i l ade l p h i a, cont i nued to be very popu l a r  throughout  the 1880s, 
and, by 1893, the Ch i cago Wor ld  Expo, started d i s a ppear i ng. 
29. The h i sto ry of  the com pany as  wel l as the most cu rrent p rod uct i n format ion  
can  be found  on the com pany's webpage, http ://www.rausch-schoko l a de .de. 
a ccessed September 15, 2006. 
30 .  The i l l u strat ion on the wrapper turns out to be a sect ion of a framed p i c ­
tu re th a t  i s  on  d i s p l ay i n  Rausch's Ber l i n  store (see p i ctu re 5 ) .  The o r i g i n  of th i s  
p i ctu re i s, a t  th i s  po i nt, unknown. Contact i ng t he  com pany's headqua rter h a s  
been  unsuccessfu l .  J u dging from t he  com pos i t ion of the im age, i t  seems as i f  the 
p a rt i cu l a r  scene i s  p a rt of a l a rger creat ion .  The i l l ustrat ions of the p l ants on 
the u p per  l eft and  r ight corners seems cut-off, and the fram ing of  the l andscape 
scenery dom i n at ing the p i ctu re g ive  the imp ress ion as  i f  the i l l ustrat ion actu a l l y  
cont i nued beyond the borders of i ts frame. Based o n  t h e  d raw ing  o n  the cocoa 
p l ant, th i s  i m age might be pa rt of a l a rger work on exoti c  p l a nts. The i m age 
seems i n s p i red by botan i c a l  d raw ings of exot i c  p l a nts from the e ighteenth and  
n i neteenth centu r ies as wel l as by i l l ustrat ive accounts of p l antat ion l i fe i n  the 
co lon i es .  
31 . The e ight brands of Rausch p l antat ion choco l a te a re d i fferenti ated by the 
percentage of cocoa used in each i n d i v i d ua l  b rand :  Noumea (New Gu i nea) ,  
39%, J ava ( I ndones i a) ,  37%, Madagaskar  (M adascar) ,  39%, Puerto Cabe l l o  
(Venezue la ) ,  43%, Amazonas (most l i ke ly  Braz i D, 60%, Arri b a  (Ecudaor) ,  70%, 
Tobago, 75%, Tri n i t ar io  (Tri n i d ad) ,  80%. The wrapper  in my co l l ect ion d ate 
from 2004. At that  t i me, Mad agaskar  choco l ate was one of the m i l k  choco l ate 
p roducts w i thout  any spec i fi c at ion of i ts cocoa content. The other wra p per  i n  
my co l l ect ion, Santo Domi ngo, i s  not manufactu red anymore .  
32. The choco l a te bus i ness estab l i s hed by He i n r i ch  Fassbender in  1863, wh i ch 
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grew to a bus i ness with a nu mber of p roduct ion s i tes i n  the twent ieth century, 
s pec i a l ized i n  the p roduct ion of  fi ne fi l l ed choco l a te and  choco l ate truff les, 
wh i ch  q u i ck l y  ea rned h i m  the status of  roya l  s u p p l i e r. 
33 .  The l abe l  of each choco l ate product states that  i t  was  p roduced i n  Germany 
("Made i n  Germany"), a l though i t  i s  l eft unc l ear  as  to wh i c h  factory 
manufactu res the fi n a l  p roduct. 
34. I t  i s  unc lear  why these seven locat ions were chosen and others, such  as 
Eth iop i a  and Costa R i ca,  a l so  two wel l - know coffee p rod ucers, a re l eft out. 
35 .  My trans l at ion of  the German  text on the p ackages backs i de  comes from 
a package purch ased i n  Muenster, Germ any, i n  Apr i l 2006:  "Das kar i b i sche 
K l ima  verl e i h t  de Santo Domi ngo Kakaobohne e i ne  sanfte und  gehe imn i svo l l e  
Geschmacksnote, waehrend d i e  E i nf l uesses d e s  at l a nt i schen Ozeans d i e  
kraeft igen und vo l l mund igen nu ancen de s  Santo Domi ngo Kakaos unterm a l en ." 
36. See Brent Hopk i ns, "Human -An ima l  Connect ion :  Unusua l  Exh i b i t  opens i n  
Santa Mon ica  Today," The D a i l y  News of Los Ange les J a nua ry 14, 2006; Dan i  
Katz, 'You say Lemu r, I s ay  Tap i r," LA Week ly  J a nua ry 20 ,  2006; J i m  Regan,  
"More than just  a Photo Portfo l i o," Ch rist i a n  Sc ience Mon i tor  Ma rch 8, 2006. 
37. The d i scuss ion i s  posted on the b log "Listen i ng  for Ch ange:  End ing Rac i sm 
and C l ass i sm through C loseness" on the webpage www.b logs pot.com .  
38.  Th i s  q uote appears on Co l bert's soph i s t i cated and  i nnovat ive 
webpage http ://www.ashesandsnow.org. I t  opens the br ief na rrat ive on the 
project's v i s ion .  
39. Woloson, Refi ned Tastes : 134.  
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R E FLECTIONS ON RACIAL I DENTITY 
A N D  THE B LAC K M OVEM ENT 
IN T H E  U N ITED STATES AN D B RAZI L 
David Covin 
California State University, Sacramento 
we s h a l l  gra d u a l l y  recogn i ze that  the rac i a l i zat ion of democray 
i s  as i m portant as  the democrat izat ion of race." 
Howard Win ant, 1999* 
Introduction 
These refl ect ions a re based on  a long h i story of study  and i nvo l vement 
i n  the Bl ack  movement i n  the Un i ted States, on fri ends h i ps w i th m i l i ta nts i n  the 
Braz i l i a n  B lack movement, and on study of that  movement. They ar i se  d i rect l y 
from mus i ngs occas i oned by com ments made by an undergradua te wh i te student 
in my cou rse, Po l i t i c s  of the Afri can D i a spora, and by my observat ion of a cou p l e  
on the Aven i d a  Sete de Setembro i n  S a l vador, Bah i a . 
I n  a p aper for my po l i t i cs of  the Afri can d i a spora cou rse, one of  my stu ­
dents m ade an  a rgu ment wh i ch  contrad i cted everyth i ng  I knew and understood 
a bout  the cond i t ions of  Afro-Braz i l i ans  in Sa l vador. More trou b l i ng was the rea l ­
i t y  t h a t  h i s  a n a l ys i s  wa s  sound a n d  system at ica l l y  su bstant i a ted .  The essay grew 
out of  an ass ignment to cr i t i q ue  K im  But ler 's book, Freedoms G iven, Freedoms 
Won, p a rt i c u l a rl y  he r  com parat ive ana l ys i s  of rac i a l  i dent i ty and  res i stance i n  the 
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two c i t ies  of Sao Pau l o  and S a lvador  in the post abo l i t i on  per iod .  
The student's centra l a n a l ys i s  w i th  respect to Sa l vador  was  th at the per­
centage of Afr icans i n  the popu l at ion was  so h igh tha t  i t  was l i tera l l y  i m poss i b l e  
to restr ict Afr icans  so le ly  to t h e  most men i a l  a n d  degraded cond i t ions of  work. 
For a soc i ety to operate, tasks h ave to be performed, and the rea l i ty in S a l vador  
was that  some of those  tasks  wh i ch  were not offens ive h ad to  be carr ied out  by 
B lack  peop le. The re was  no a l ternat i ve. No other persons were ava i l a b l e  i n  the  
popu l at ion poo l .  
Because I h ave seen S a lvador and t he  actu a l  cond i t ions exper ienced by 
most  Bl ack peop le there; because I am  fam i l i a r  w i th the h igh rates of  d i sease,  
i l l i teracy, unem p loyment, i n ca rcerat ion, i n fant  morta l i ty, sexu a l  exp l o i tat ion ,  a nd  
soc i a l  s ubjugat ion i n  S a l vador  - now, at t he  begi nn i ng of  the 21st centu ry - h i s  
pos i t ion of  what  i t  was  over 100 years ago  c l ashed w i th my more i n formed op i n ­
i o n .  He h ad, neverthe l ess, done  an  adequ ate job  of  s upport ing i t. I a sked h i m, 
therefore, to exp l o re the q uest ion more fu l l y  i n  a prepa red ora l  d i scuss ion .  He  
d i d, he d i d  a su bstant i a l  j ob ,  and he came to t he  same conc l u s i on .  
My de l ayed recogn i t ion that  h is  a n a l ys i s  was  s ubstant i a l l y  correct a l e rted 
me to the need to keep the com p lex i ty of the B l ack  cond i t ion  a lways at the fo re­
front of my th i n k i ng. Wh i l e  it was true that poverty, oppress ion, ex p lo i tat ion ,  
phys i c a l  degrad at ion, i l l i teracy, a bysma l  hous i ng, and  be ing he ld  i n  contem pt by 
wh i tes were the genera l and p rim a ry cond i t ions  of B lack peop le  i n  S a l vador, 
those cond i t ions cou ld  not c ha racter ize the B lack  ex per ience because i t  was  more 
comp lex th an th at. The genera l i zat ion a bout  m iserab l e  c i rcumstances cou l d  be 
an  im portant pa rt of  the cha racter izat i on, bu t  on l y  a pa rt. I n  the var i at ions and  
cha racter of t he  var i at ions of  Afro-Brazi l i a n l i ves i n  Sa l vador  l a y  perh a ps the 
most  cr i t i c a l  factors for an  i n formed ana l ys i s .  
Because I turned i n  my fi n a l  grades for tha t  cou rse on May 19th, 2000,  
and I a rr ived i n  Sa lvador  on May  21st, 2000, the student' s  po i nt was very much  
a part of  my thoughts u pon my retu rn t o  Ba h i a . 
I turn now to the cou p l e  I observed on a street corner a bout  a week a fter 
my a rr i va l  i n  Sa l vador. They were stand i ng, ho l d i ng  h ands, wa i t i ng  for the l ight  
to  c h ange. Both  were i n  the i r  ear ly  twent ies .  He was  B l ack  and  she  was  wh i te .  
Th at i s  not a n  unusu a l  comb i n at ion i n  S a l vador. Nor i s  the reverse - a wh i te man  
a nd  a B l a c k  wom an .  I n  fact, because t h e  operati ona l  defi n i t i on  of  race i n  Braz i l 
i s  a ppea rance, not ancestry, i t  i s  not unusua l  to h ave brothers and s i sters, some 
of whom a re B l ack  and others of whom are wh i te .  The Re i tora (Pres ident) of  the  
State Un i vers i ty of Bah i a, a B l ack  woman, and  the fi rst and on ly  B lack  Pres ident 
of any Brazi l i a n un i vers i ty, i nv i ted members of  the N at ion a l  Conference of  B l a ck  
Po l i t i c a l  Sc ient i sts (NCOBPS) to  her  house  for a b i rthday party. The other  peop l e  
p resent were pr inc i p a l l y  fam i l y  members .  Two- th i rds were B l a c k  a nd  one-th i rd 
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were wh i te. To speak  of rac i a l  i dent i ty in such  a s i tuat ion is to br i ng the quest ion 
of  race i n to the most i nt i m ate of h u m an rel at ions,  the fam i l y. Nor  i n  S a lvador  i s  
th i s  cond i t i on  of  a fam i l y  wh i ch i s  at  once B l ack  and  wh i te a p reserve of  a s i ng l e  
fam i l y. On  the contra ry, there a re l i tera l l y  tens of  thousands of  fam i l i es  of  s i m i l a r  
descr i pt ion .  
I n  the Reconcavo, the a rea of p l a ntat ions, forests, and  sma l l  towns to the 
south of  the c i ty of  Sa l vador, and surround ing  the bay, the Ba h i a  de  Todos os 
Santos, m any settl ements h ave popu l at ions that  a re 99% Bl a ck. I n  such c i rcum ­
stances, when  wh i te peop le  look for mates, t he i r  opt ions a re very much exp anded 
i f  they regard B l ack  peop le  as p rospect ive h usbands  and  w ives .  I ndeed, that  i s  
wha t  h a p pens .  Rare i s  t he  case of a Reconcavo wh i te person who ha s  no B l a c k  
re l a t ives .  
Th i s  i s  my student's  po i nt, made another way. The Afr i can  p resence 
in Bah i a  is so extens ive that i t  cannot be ent i re l y  exc l uded from any segment of 
wh i te l i fe, i n c l u d i ng  the fam i l y. 
Race as an Identifier of Persons 
I n  S a l vador  and i n  many p l a ces i n  Braz i l , to speak  of race as an  i dent if ier  
of persons i s  to g ive d i fferent i dent i t ies to peop le  who a re c l ose ly i nvo l ved w i th 
each  other  as  ne ighbors, friends, workers, l ove rs, and re l a t ives .  I f  peop l e  h ave to 
choose between an abstract i dent i ty such  as race and i dent i fi cat ion  w i th  h uman  
be i ngs w i t h  whom  they a re i nt im ate ly  i nvo l ved, there i s  l i tt l e  doubt  a bout  wh i ch  
cho i ce they w i l l  make. Th i s  rea l i ty h as profound conseq uences for the B l a ck  
movement i n  Braz i l .  
Th i s  j o i n i ng  of peop le  of d i fferent races i n  t h e  most i m portant h uman  
re l a t ions h i ps i s  evermore t h e  case i n  t h e  Un i ted States. The r ig id  b a rr i e rs wh i c h  
u sed  to a c t  as  formi d ab l e  obstac les to deep  and  susta i ned com m i tments across 
rac i a l  l i nes h ave wea kened.  I ncreas i ng ly  fam i l ies  a re com posed of  peop le  from 
more th an  one rac i a l  group .  Aga i n, i n  such c i rcumstances, to  speak  of  race as an  
ident i fi e r  i s  to  speak  of persons wi th i n  the soc i a l  un i t  wh i ch  i s  the pri m a ry sou rce 
of peop l e' s  i dent ity as  essent i a l l y  d i fferent, ant ithet i ca l ,  if you w i l l .  
I n  t h e  U.S .  t h i s  i s  new. I n  t h e  past  Tiger Woods wou l d  h ave had  n o  cho i ce 
a bout  h i s  i dent i ty. Nor  wou l d  Warde l l Conner ly. Now they do .  Today  i f  peop l e  
choose to  accept a s i ng le  rac i a l  i dent i ty, i n  m any ways they a l i enate some of those 
to whom they a re c losest. A non -B l ack  pa rent can fee l  very much th reatened 
by a c h i l d ,  for examp le,  choos ing a rac i a l  i dent ity ent i re l y  d i fferent from that 
pa rent's .  Pa rents don't want to be a l i entated from the ir c h i l d ren .  They, the i r  
spouses, a n d  the i r  c h i l d ren understand th at. The c h i l d ren don' t  want to a l i enate 
the i r  fathers o r  mothers and therefore may  be extreme ly  re l u ctant to choose a 
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s i ng le  rac i a l  ident i ty. 
As such trends pers i st i n  Braz i l  and  as they i ncrease i n  the Un i ted States, 
they reduce the number  of peop l e  who exper ience no contrad i ct ion in se l f- i den ­
t i fy ing as  Bl ack. They reduce the number  of  potent i a l  p a rt i c i p a nts i n  t he  B l a ck  
movement. 
Th i s  i s  a q uest i on  worthy of a n a l ys i s  for movement act iv i sts i n  both coun ­
tr ies .  I t  i s  not go i ng  away. I t  i s  o ne  wh i ch  both movements h ave a respons i b i l i ty 
to address, and to address i n  the most forth r ight and r igorous  fash i on .  The ques ­
t i on  must not be s i de -stepped .  I t  m ust be embraced i n  i ts fu l l  com p lex i ty. 
Here i s  a p a rt i c u l a r  ro l e  for B l ack  i nte l l ectu a l s  i n  the movement. We mu st 
take the i n i t i a t ive and wrest le w i th  the d i ffi cu l t i es .  We must state ou r  t h i n k i ng  
unamb iguous l y. We m ust do i t  now - before t he  ground  i s  tota l l y  taken over by  
others .  Th i s  e s say  i s  a modest effort to  ta rget some key e lements i n  t he  strugg le  
to  conce i ve of a v i t a l  B l ack  movement i n  rac i a l l y  com p l ex soc iet ies .  
Al ienation 
A key recogn i t ion to make i n  develop i ng  a conceptu a l izat ion of the p ro b ­
l e m  wh i ch i s  fa i thfu l  to a comm i tment to t h e  B l ack  movement i s  that assum i ng  a 
B lack  i dent i ty does not req u i re one to a l i enate onese l f  from one's i nt i ma tes who  
a re no t  Bl ack. Here I 'm no t  go i ng  i nto t he  geneti c ev i dence wh i ch  renders race 
useless as a sc ient i fi c  category, nor i n to the cha racter i s t i cs of  race as  a soc i a l  
constru ct. Regard less of v iews of race h e l d  b y  b io l og i ca l  a n d  soc i a l  sc iences, race 
rema i ns a powerfu l  soc i a l  and po l i t i c a l  concept throughout  the contemporary 
wor ld .  
I n  rac i a l l y  focused soc iet ies i t  i s  d i ffi cu l t  for most peop le  to accept the 
idea  that race i s  not an esta b l i sher  of  ant i thet i c a l  sets  of persons .  I t  i s  nonethe less  
true .  To accept  the i dea  req u i res a greater  consc ious  recogn i t ion and to l e rance 
for the com p lex i ty and contrad i ct ions of l i fe t han  most peop le  a re i n c l i ned  to 
ma ke .  We a l l  l i ve with  these comp l ex i t ies  and  contrad i ct ions bu t  we do it p r i m a r­
i l y  w i thout  acknowledg ing them - often, by deny i ng them, much as  I was  wont 
to do  w i th my student's  work.  Th at i s  why po l i t i c a l  contestat ions a re often so 
fa rc i c a l .  Cand i d a tes and the i r s u pporters attack the i r  op ponents for be ing  h u m an .  
We expect peop le  to  be what  we know they a re no t  and ,  i ndeed, cannot be. 
Peop l e  love each other across rac i a l  l i nes .  Peop l e  h ave fr iends h i ps across 
rac i a l  l i nes .  Peop l e  ra i se  c h i l d ren across rac i a l  l i nes .  None of  th i s  i s  new. Nor  
need  race a l i enate peop le  from each other. 
To i dent i fy as a B l ack  person does not mean  that  one ha tes wh i te peop l e, 
d i s l i kes wh i te peop le, o r  i s  contemptuous  of  wh i te peop l e. I t  i s  eas ier  to conce ive 
of d i fferences i n  those terms - a l i enat ion, h atred, d i s l i ke, contem pt - bu t  i t  i s  
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ne i ther  necessa ry nor pract i c a l .  Peop l e  may  genera l l y  th i n k  in such  d i chotomous  
terms,  bu t  ra re l y  do they  l i ve that  way. Su re ly, there a re great tens ions  between 
women and men. They a re d i fferent - if in noth i ng e l se, in the i r  p hys i o l ogy. 
Women  and  men a re d i fferent, bu t  they don't  h ave to hate each other. They do 
h ave to l i ve together. Peop l e  who d i ffe r rac i a l l y  don't h ave to ha te each other, bu t  
a s  a p ract i c a l  m atter, they do h ave to  i nhab i t  the same soc iet ies .  I t  i s  therefore 
i m portant  to put  as ide  the equ i va l ence of rac i a l  d i fference wi th  rac i a l  a n i mos i ty. 
I t  i s  i m portant to do that  exp l i c i t l y. 
I f  i t  i s  the case that  rac i a l  d i fferences a re not rep resentat ive of  contrad i c ­
t i o n s  between peop le, tha t  peop le  can and do deve lop c lose rel at ionsh i ps w i t h  
peop l e  of  o t he r  races, that  peop le  can, do ,  and mus t  l i ve and work w i th those of  
other  rac i a l  grou ps, t hen  why  i s  i t  i m portant t o  assume any rac i a l  i dent i ty a t  a l l ? 
Why i s  i m portant to h ave a B l ack  i dent i ty? Th at there a re many answers to th i s  
q u est ion i s  a m a rker of  i ts S ign i fi c ance. Bu t  for th i s  essay, i n  so much  as  i s  pos­
s i b l e, I w i l l  restr ict my cons i derat ion to the po l i t i c a l  d i mens ions of  th i s  q uest i on .  
For po l i t i c a l  p u rposes, why i s  i t  necessary to assume a B l ack  rac i a l  i dent i ty? Why 
do we need a B l ack  movement? 
Racial  Identity and the B lack Movement 
Fi rst of a l l , I must assert that  cond i t ions of cross - rac i a l  i nt i macy  a re fa r 
and  away the great except ion to the phys i c a l  c i rcumstances of most B l ack  peop l e  
bo th  i n  the U.S .  and Braz i l .  Th at i s  t he  deep  observat ion on wh i ch  bo th  th i s  
a na lys i s  and  the B l ack  movement rest. 
A l though in the post abo l i t ion  per iod in Bah i a  some B l ack  peop le  escaped 
opp ress ive worki ng cond i t i ons, most  d id  not. A l though some B l ack  peop l e  i n  the 
U .S .  and  Braz i l h ave mu l t i - rac i a l  fam i l i es, most  do not. Therefore, to  c h a ra cter ize 
a pop u l a t ion  by a cond i t ion  of  on ly  a sma l l  percentage i s  to lead one deep l y  astray 
w i th res pect to the mean i ngs and poss i b i l i t ies  of po l i t i c a l  acts . Most B l ack  peop le  
i n  both  the U .S .  and  Braz i l work with  o ther  B lack  peop le,  a re friends  a l most 
excl u s i ve ly  of  other B lack peop le, l i ve in ne igh borhoods popu l a ted pr ima r i l y  by 
other  Bl ack  peop le, and a re members of fam i l ies  wh i ch  a re ent i re ly  Bl ack .  There 
i s  no contrad i ct ion between the i r  deepest i dent i t i es. 
A re l ated po int  wh i ch  has been made by many percept ive ana l ysts w i th 
respect to B l ack  peop le  i n  the U.S .  i s  that  i t  i s  the i r  rac i a l  i dent ity wh i ch  g ives 
them the i r  greatest po l i t i ca l  s a l i ence, the i r  most effect ive bas i s  for po l i t i c a l  edu ­
cat ion, and the most powerfu l  mot ive force for po l i t i c a l  mob i l izat ion .  
When Bl ack  po l i t i c a l  act i v i ty i s  str i p ped of rac i a l  i dent i ty as a centra l e le­
ment, i t  i s  den ied i ts pr i nc i p a l  strength, i ts s i ng le  most i m portant  attr i bute .  
Put another way, the peop le  who a re affected most  u n i form l y  by those 
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cond i t ions wh i ch  m i n im ize l i fe's poss i b i l i t ies  for B l ack  peop l e  i n  the aggregate a re 
robbed of the i r  most effect ive wea pons to struggle aga i nst those cond i t ions  and  
to  propose new rea l i t ies  when they  a re den i ed  the i r  rac i a l  i dent i ty, o r  when they 
a re den ied the i r  rac i a l  i dent i ty as a l eg i t i m ate veh i c l e  for po l i t i c a l  organ izat ion  
and mob i l izat ion .  
Rac i a l  i dent i ty i s  perh aps  the most s ign i fi c ant e lement of  B lack po l i t i c s  in  
the U.S .  
The Black Movement in Braz i l  
That i s  true for the Bl ack  movement i n  Braz i l a s  wel l .  But t he  B l ack  
movement i n  Braz i l i s  q u i te d i fferent from B lack  po l i t i c s  i n  the U .S .  The B l a ck  
movement i n  t he  U.S . ,  w i th  res pect to  i ts po l i t i c a l  attr i bu tes, i s  much  more com ­
p rehens ive than  the B l ack  movement i n  Braz i l .  Th i s  i s  not to assoc i ate a h igher  
va l ue  w i t h  e i ther, but  to  po i nt to  the rea l i ty that  there a re s ign i fi cant  d i fferences 
between them wh i ch  cannot be w i s hed away. 
K im But ler 's susta i n i ng  a na l ys i s  - as  wel l as Jonatas  Conce icao's - i s  tha t  
i n  the Braz i l i an context, c u l tu ra l  a utonomy, cu l tu ra l  res i s tance, i s  i n herent ly po l i t i ­
c a l .  Th i s  m a y  wel l b e  the case, b u t  to the extent that  i t  i s ,  i t  i s  a percept ion, a con­
c l us ion reached by the a n a l yst. I t  i s  used to  l a be l  fee l i ngs, thoughts, ac t ions  tha t  
a re not  couched i n  those terms .  Many peop le  whose  p a rt i c i pat ion i n  the Braz i l i an 
B l ack  movement i s  se l f- consc ious ly  i n  the cu l tu ra l  a rena ,  do not see themsel ves a s  
engaging i n  po l i t i cs .  Others may  observe such  cu l tu ra l  act i v i t ies  and l a be l  t hem 
po l i t i c a l ,  but  that  i s  no t  how many of  t he  pa rt i c i p a nts i n  these pract i ces cha racter­
ize themse lves. 
Others do.  I n  Sa lvador, l i e  Aiye and O l udum a re perfect cases i n  po i nt . 
There a re many others. But m any cu l tu ra l  o rgan izat ions do not c a l l  themselves 
po l i t i c a l .  Many Candomb le  terre i ros, m any capoe i ra schools ,  m any carnava l 
groups, do not see themse lves as  po l i t i ca l .  I n  Vo l t a i re's terms, they a re cu l t i vat­
i ng  the i r  own cabbage patches .  
For those Afro-Brazi l i ans  who do cha racter ize themse lves as po l i t i c a l ,  
many do  no t  assoc i ate the i r  po l i t i cs s pec i fi c a l l y  w i th B l ack  peop le .  They a re 
s imp l y  po l i t i c a l  act iv i sts . They a re Brazi l i ans .  The i r  po l i t i cs  may  be l eft, r ight, 
or center. They may  be assoc i ated w i th the trade un ion  movement. The i rs a re 
po l i t i cs not centered on B l ack  peop le .  Nor  do they conce i ve of  such  a center i ng  
as  p a rt of  the i r  res pons i b i l i ty. Though th i s  k i nd  of po l i t i c a l  or ientat ion p rev a i l s  
among B l a c k  po l i t i c a l  figures i n  Braz i l , i t  i s  n o t  assoc i ated w i t h  t h e  B l a c k  move­
ment .  
Those peop le  whose po l i t i cs, speC i fi c a l l y, can  be assoc i ated with the 
Black movement i n  Braz i l  tend to const itute a com parat ive ly na rrow focus .  Most 
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of them a re assoc i ated wi th  the left, p a rt i c u l a rl y  the two m ajor  l eft i s t  p a rt ies ,  
though they often a re assoc i a ted w i th other format ions on the l eft, i n c l ud i ng  the 
Com m un i st p arty. Some a re deep l y  i nvo l ved i n  the trade un ion movement. There 
a re except ions to t h i s  genera l i ty, bu t  i t  i s  accu rate to cha racter ize B l ack  move­
ment po l i t i cs as  genera l l y  a po l i t i cs  of  the left. The B l ack  movement i n c l udes few 
e lected o r  a ppo i nted offi c i a l s .  Aga i n, there a re except ions to t h i s  tendency, the 
most nota b l e  be ing Abd i a s  do N asc imento, Bened i ta  d a  S i l va ,  Pau l o  Pa im ,  and  
Lu i z  A l berto dos Santos. But most  e l ected B lack  offi c i a l s  don't  i dent i fy w i th the 
B lack movement  o r  w i th a ny spec i fi ca l l y  B l ack-ori ented po l i t i cs, though there a re 
some i nterest i ng deve lopments a l ong those l i nes .  
Many peop le  i n  the Brazi l i a n B lack movement a re i n te l lectu a l s, assoc i ­
ated w i t h  u n i vers i t i es, co l l eges, NGOs, pr i vate found at ions, a n d  var ious  cu l tura l  
grou ps .  I n  no  sense can  the B lack  movement be sa id  to const i tute a m ass move­
ment, o r  to h ave a m ass b ase .  
Neverthe l ess, the i nf l uence of the Brazi l i a n  B lack movement fa r exceeds 
i ts n u m bers o r  demogra p h i c  rep resentat ion .  Th i s  may wel l  be because of the ar­
t i cu l a te, focused, and  savvy attr i bu tes of i ts p a rt i c i p a nts. Wh atever the reason, 
over the cou rse of  29 yea rs they h ave changed the very natu re and  q u a l i ty of 
the d i scou rse on race i n  Braz i l .  They h ave made i t  a s ign i fi cant  featu re of  p u b l i c  
l i fe .  
The Black Movement in the U . S. 
I n  the U.S . ,  "Bl ack  movement" may be a m i snomer, because desp i te the 
p resence of  w i desp read B l ack  po l i t i c a l  act iv i ty, there i s  l i tt le  cu rrent ly  go i ng  on 
tha t  rep resents a b road -based soc i a l  movement w i th genera l l y  agreed u pon  goa l s .  
On the other h and,  there i s  a trad i t ion  of such movements in the cou ntry wh i c h  
st i l l  a n im ates much  po l i t i c a l  l i fe .  
In a dd i ti on  to the conger ies of C iv i l R ights organ izat ions, hoa ry wi th  
b att l e  fl ags and  l egends; the remnants of  the B lack  Power movement and symbo l s  
of i ts v i ctor ies  such  as B l ack  Stud ies  programs and the assert ion  of the  r ight 
to au tonomy in var ious sett ings; there a re ongo ing mob i l izat i ons to combat the 
death pena l ty, DWB, po l i ce bruta l i ty, h a te cr imes, and var ious man i festat i ons of 
the contem pt i n  wh i ch Black peop le  a re genera l l y  held by the soc i ety at l a rge. 
The trad i t ion can be d rawn on with great  effect in every arena from cu l tura l  
p rod uct ions - Ma l com X - to m ass mob i l izat ions - t he  M i l l i on Man  March and i ts 
p rogeny. Th i s  movement trad i t ion i s  now deep ly  imbedded i n  the cu l tu re and i s  
man i fested i n  var ious  ways, but  i t  i s  not  a n  ongo ing soc i a l  movement. 
Cu rrent ly, B l ack  po l i t i cs cons ist  of a w ide  range of a ct iv i t ies  concerned 
w i th i n fl uenc i ng  power, percept i ons, and the q u a l i ty of  l i fe for B l ack  peop le . The 
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U.S .  does not rea l l y  h ave a po l i t i c a l  l eft, bu t  to the extent that  it does, t ha t  i s  
where B lack  po l i t i cs  a re located .  Both m ass a n d  e l i te B l ack  po l i t i c a l  or i entat i ons  
a re fa r to the left of the i r  com patr i ots on i ssues of  soc i a l  respons i b i l i ty, soc i a l  jus ­
t i ce, and econom ic  ega l i tar i a n i sm .  Though soc i a l  v a l ues assoc i ated w i th pr i vate 
behav ior  tend to be conservat ive among B lack  peop l e, those p red i s pos i t ions a re 
not suffi c ient to overr ide the genera l l i bera l  tenor  of  B l ack  peop le  on the ro le  o f  
t h e  state, t h e  p ub l i c  sector, i n  soc i ety. Act iv i t ies  i n  B l a c k  po l i t i cs i nc l ude  e l ectora l 
po l i t i cs; l obbyi ng; p ub l i c  speak i ng; op-ed p i eces, mob i l i zat ion a round spec i fi c  
ca uses at every l evel - l oca l ,  state, nat iona l ,  i nternat ion a l; cu l tura l  express ions; 
po l i t i c a l  educat ion; network ing; i n frastructu re b u i l d i ng; and a w ide  range of  se l f­
he l p  act i v i t ies. They a l so res i de  i n  us i ng  po l i t i c a l  offi ce to foster  po l i c i es wh i c h  
benefi t  Bl ack  peop le .  
I n  many senses B l ack  po l i t i c a l  o rgan i zat ion i s  p hys i c a l l y  l ess dem and i ng  
i n  t he  U .S .  than i n  Braz i l  because Bl ack  peop le  const itute a much  sma l l er  segment 
of the nati ona l  popu l at ion .  At a round 12% of the U .S .  popu l at ion there i s  a much  
more manageab l e  group  to organ ize t h a n  over 50% of t he  popu l at ion as i s  t h e  
case i n  Brazi l .  Add i t iona l l y, t h e  phYS i c a l  i n frastructu re of  t he  U .S .  i s  much  more 
h igh l y  developed than  that  of  Braz i l .  I n frastructu re fac i l i ta tes organ izat ion .  The 
B lack  popu l at ion i n  the U.S . ,  com pa rat ive ly, ha s  more m ater i a l  resou rces at i ts 
command .  Th i s  l ast po i nt, however, s hou l d  not be exaggerated .  Those m ate ri a l  
resou rces wh i ch  B lack  peop le  i n  the U.S .  h ave a re, for the most pa rt, new ly  won 
and st i l l  great ly  underdeve loped .  I t  i s  l i ke ly  a fa i r  assessment that the com pa ra ­
t i ve  materi a l  resou rces of  the two B l ack  popu l at ions were rough l y  equ i va l ent on l y  
fi fty years ago. 
On the other h and,  B l ack  po l i t i c a l  organ izat ion in the Un i ted States h a s  
a lways been fac i l i tated by t h e  hegemon i C  ideo logy wh i c h  dec l a red t h a t  eve ry 
one with any Afr i can  a ncestry at  a l l  was Bl a ck, and tha t  a l l  B l ack  peop l e  were 
the sa me, subject to the same contempt and desp i c ab l e  treatment at the h ands  of  
wh i tes. Th i s  ideo l ogy was bo l stered by t he  who le  system of  J i m -Crow terror. 
No counterpart for t h i s  generat ion of  a co l l ect ive B l ack  i dent ity h a s  ex ­
i s ted i n  Braz i l .  Therefore, B l ack  i dent i ty i s  not as s a l ient  an  e lement for mob i l i z i ng  
po l i t i c a l  act i v i ty i n  Braz i l as i t  i s  i n  t he  U.S .  
Racial Identity and Black Politics 
Wh i le we know that  rac i a l  i dent i ty and the ch a ra cter of rac i a l  i dent i ty 
a re ch ang ing i n  both countr i es, i t  i s  i m portant to cons ider  the magn i tude, the d i ­
rect ion, a n d  the l i ke ly  rates o f  such  ch anges. S u c h  factors wi l l  h ave tremendous  
i m p l i cat ions for the Bl ack  movement i n  both  countr i es . 
Tate, Sm ith and Se l tzer, and Dawson a l l  esta b l i s h  the centra l i ty of  B l a ck  
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i d ent i ty as a bas i s  for B l ack  po l i t i c a l  mob i l i zat ion and effi cacy in the U .S .  It i s  
t he  one  advantage B l ack  peop le  h ave as a group  i n  t he  U .S .  am i dst a p l ethora of  
d i s advantages. Rac i a l  i dent ity can be used to  mob i l i ze peop le  across c l ass ,  re ­
g iona l ,  re l i g ious, p a rty, cu l tu ra l ,  and at t imes even l a nguage and nat i ona l  or ig in  
d i v i des i n  the U .S .  Therefore, a d im i nut ion of  rac i a l  i dent i ty speaks to  the reduc­
t ion  of  the a b i l i ty of  B lack  peop le i n  the aggregate to act concerted l y  for the i r  
common  i n terests. As l o ng  as  po l i t i cs, soc i ety, and cu l ture operate to l essen l i fe 
poss i b i l i t i e s  of  a l l  B l ack  peop l e  q u a  B l ack  peop le, such  lessened poss i b i l i t i es  h ave 
extrao rd i na ri l y  negat ive effects for B l ack  peop le .  
What i s  frequent ly  a rgued i s  that  as l i fe c i rcumstances for B lack peop l e  
ch ange, they w i l l  h a ve l e s s  i n  common as  Bl ack  peop le  and  more i n  common w i th 
other  sectors of the soc i ety who s h a re the i r  status i n  other res pects, e .g . ,  i ncome, 
educat ion, wea l th,  occu pat ion,  rel i gion ,  ne igh borhood, l anguage, nat i ona l  or ig i n .  
Th i s  s uppos i t ion m ight  make sense  i f  B l ack  peop le  were i so l ated i nd i ­
v i d u a l s .  B u t  such  a s u ppos i t ion i s  far from the ex i s tent i a l  cond i t ion .  Peop l e  a re 
l i n ked to fam i l i es, c hu rches, ne ighborhoods, fri endsh i ps, c u l tura l  a ffi n i t i es, p r i ­
vate assoc i at ions, a l l  of wh i ch, together, overr ide i nd i v i dua l  cons i de rat ions .  The 
greate r  the i ntens i ty with  wh i ch  persons a re engaged i n  such  rel a t ions h i ps and  
the greater  the extent to  wh i ch  those rel at ions h i ps re-enforce each  other, the l ess 
l i ke l y  a person's i n d i v i d u a l  status w i l l  determ ine  h is or  her  or i entat i on .  
For examp le,  I m ight  be a person who doesn't cons ider  h i mse l f  d i sc r im i ­
na ted aga i nst b y  income because my  income might  be h igh; b u t  my mother, b roth ­
er, a unt, cou s i n, and best fr iend might be d i scr i m i n ated on the bas i s  of i ncome 
because the i r  i ncomes might  be low. I n  such  a s i tua ti on, I might wel l s u p port 
po l i c i es wh i c h  benefit not my s i tu at ion, but  the s i tu at ions of those to whom I am 
c l o se l y  t i ed .  I m ight  cons ider myse l f  to  be free of  d i scr im i n at ion ba sed on educa ­
t ion  because  I m ight  h ave a h igh l evel of educat ion; but  my father, s i ster, unc l e, 
and  n i ece m ight  be d i scr im i n ated aga i nst on that  bas i s  because they have l ow l ev­
e l s  of  educat ion .  Aga i n, my po l i cy pos i t ion m ight  be d i rected more by the needs 
of my  rel a t i ves  th an  my own. 
Not on l y  that, but  I might prefer to be w i th members of my chu rch  than  
with other res idents of my ne igh borhood.  I m ight  p refer  to  soc i a l i ze w i th peop le  
i n  soc i a l  o rgan izat ions I be long to rather than  peop le  i n  my profess ion .  I m ight, 
su bseq uent ly, ident i fy po l i t i c a l l y  more w i th my persona l  acq u a i ntances th an  w i th 
peop l e  whose on l y  connect i on with  me i s  members h i p  i n  common abstract cat­
egor ies .  
I n  short, we do not  l i ve a l one as  i so l ated a bstract ions, but  i n  sets of re ­
l a t ionsh i ps - and we ighted re l at ions h i ps - with  other peop le .  These assoc i at ions 
effect ou r  po l i t i c a l  d i s pos i t ions .  Th i s  i s  true even if  we remove the vari a b l e  of  
d i s p a rate rac i a l  treatment. 13 
94 
REFLECTIONS ON RACIAL IDENTITY AND THE BLACK MOVEMENT IN THE UN ITED STATES AND BRAZIL 
Why do work ing c l ass Northern I re l anders k i l l  worki ng c l ass Northern 
I re l a nders? Why do Rwandan H utu farmers k i l l  Rwanda n  Tuts i fa rmers? Why do  
educated Jews i n  I s rae l  k i l l  educated Mus l i ms i n  I s rae l?  C l e a rl y, some ident i t i es  
h ave more substance, resonance, we ight, s a l i ence, i n tens i ty t han  others .  
These factors - p resent in soc iet ies where they a re mu tu a l l y  re -enfo rced 
- make certa i n  k inds of conceptua l , perceptu a l ,  and i dent ity change more d i ffi c u l t  
t h a n  others. 
I t  i s  l i ke l y, therefore, that percept ions about  race and rac i a l  i dent i ty w i l l  
b e  s l ow to ch ange among most popu l at ions i n  the U .S .  - B l ack  and non -B l a ck. 
Wh i l e cu rrent l y changes i n  rac i a l  percept ions l ean  towa rds  g iv i ng less s ign i fi ­
cance to race th an  ea r l i er, that  tendency i s  not i rrevers i b le .  Moreover, ch ange i s  
uneven i n  a l l  popu l at ion groups and  there i s  l i tt le  i n d i cat ion that  a sea-ch ange i s  
under way. 
I n  Braz i l  c i rcumstances a re cons idera b l y  d i ffe rent. There, i n  so fa r as  a 
change i s  ab road with respect to percept ions of race, i t  i s  to the effect of  rec­
ogn iz ing the ro l e  that race p l ayed and sti l l  p l ays in Braz i l i a n state, SOC i ety, and  
cu l tu re. Th i s  change, however, tends to  be mos t  p ronounced among i nte l l ectu a l s  
who  study such phenomena,  those l a y  peop le  who  a re h igh l y  i n formed about  
rac i a l  matters, and i n  m i l i tants of  the B l ack  movement. 
Conclusions 
The rat i ona l e  for B l ack  rac i a l  i dent i fi c at ion i n  the po l i t i c a l  sphere i s  two ­
fo l d :  (1) it i s  as the resu l t  of rac i a l  categor izat ion i n  the aggregate tha t  B l a ck  
peop le  face the i r  greatest obstac les as  h uman  be ings; (2) rac i a l  i dent i ty i s  the  
s i ng le greatest i nstrument that  Bl ack  peop le  h ave for mob i l i z i ng  and add ress i ng  
factors t h a t  h ave t he  greatest common i m pact on the i r  l i ves .  
With respect to re l i g ion,  secu l a r  be l i efs, i ncome, wea l th,  educat ion ,  p hys ­
ica l  locat ion, occu pat ion,  cu l tu re, B l ack  popu l at ions i n  the U.S .  and Braz i l a re 
q u i te heterogeneous .  Th at  heterogene ity const i tutes a formi d ab l e  obstac l e  to 
common act i on, one wh i ch is m i t igated pri m a ri l y  by the u n i fy ing effects of s h a red  
rac i a l  i dent i ty. Remove or  weaken the rac i a l  i dent i ty and the effi cacy or  poss i b i l ­
i ty of  effi cac ious  po l i t i c a l  act iv i ty i s  great ly  reduced .  I n  the case o f  Braz i l ,  rac i a l  
i dent i ty h a s  to overcome threats to i ts enhancement i n  o rder  t o  i ncrease po l i t i c a l  
efficacy. 
I n  both countr ies there a re powerfu l  forces at work tend i ng  to the d i m i n u ­
t ion  of  B l ack  rac i a l  i dent i ty a n d  po l i t i c a l  o rgan izat ion on t h e  bas i s  o f  B l ack  rac i a l  
i dent i ty. Shou ld  these forces cont i nue  to extend the i r  i n fl uence, the poss i b i l i ty fo r 
i m p rov ing the l i fe c i rcumstances of  the B l ack  pop u l at ions at l a rge w i l l  be red uced .  
The B lack  movement i n  both  countr ies i s  cr i t i c a l  to  m a i nt a i n i ng  and i nc reas i ng  a 
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sense of  Bl ack  i dent i ty. I ts adherents, therefore, must focus  on deve lop i ng  the 
most effect ive ways to ach i eve that  o bject ive .  
One step  wh i ch must be taken in th is regard i s  to popu l a ri ze the scho l a r ly  
recogn i t ion  of  the com p lex i ty of  the human cond i t ion  - to  ma ke p l a i n  that  i t  i s  not 
on l y  poss i b l e  but i m perat ive to organ ize and mob i l i ze to ach i eve po l i t i c a l  o bjec­
t ives for B l a ck  peop le  w i thout  exc l ud i ng  peop l e  of  other races from our l i ves, or 
mak i ng  them our persona l  a ntagon i sts. 
There w i l l  a lways be peop le  in the B lack  movement who a re ant i -wh i te. 
Th a t  does not m a ke the movement a nt i -wh i te any more than a few, Bl ack  Braz i l i an 
eng i neers m arked the post abo l i t i on  Afro -Braz i l i a n  popu l at ion as h igh l y  educated. 
We m ust foster  and pop u l a ri ze an  a pp rec i at ion for h uman  com p l ex i ty. We m ust 
a rt i c u l a te exp l i c i t l y  why and how th i s  com p lex i ty i s  a n  im portant featu re of  the 
B l a ck  movement. There a re powerfu l  ch a l lenges to the cont i nued ex i stence of  the 
B lack  movement i n  both  the U .S .  and Braz i l .  Left u nanswered,  those c h a l l enges 
portend  a d i sma l  future for Afr i can  descend ants in both countr ies .  
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Annette Reed,  D i rector, N at ive Amer ican  Stud ies  Program,  Ca l i forn i a  State Un i ­
vers i ty, Sacra mento, 6000 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95819 or a l reed@csus .edu 
Other Correspondence 
Corres pondence tha t  is ed i tor i a l ,  concern i ng  su bscr i pt ions or news fo r ou r  news ­
l etter s hou l d  be sent to the NAES N at iona l  Offi ce, Western Wash i ngton Un i ­
vers i ty, 5 16  H igh Street, MS 9113, Bel l i ngham, WA 98225-9113 .  Te lephone :  
360-650-2349, Fax :  360-650-2690, E -ma i l :  NAES@wwu.edu ,  www.eth ­
n i cstud i es .org. 
Su bscri ptions 
Members h i p  i n  the NAES i n c l udes ESR and The Ethn i c  Reporte r news letter, 
p u b l i s hed i n  the Fa l l  and Sp ri ng. Annua l  members h i p  d ues a re b ased on the 
fo l l ow ing  i ncome cha rt :  Up  to $24,000:  $35, $24,001 - $36,000: $45, 
$36,001 - $48,000:  $55, $48,001 - $60,000: $65, $60,001 - $80,000 : 
$75, $80,001 and  a bove: $85, I nst itut i on/Li bra ry :  $65, Patron :  $150, Li fe 
1 00 
Members h i p :  $500, Assoc i a te Members (students/ret i rees) : Above sca le  u p  to 
max imum of $40. 
Back Titles 
I nq u i r ies shou l d  be sent to the N at iona l  Offi ce. 
Advert i s i ng and Permiss ion I nq u i res s hou l d  be sent to the N at iona l  Offi ce. 
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ETHNIC STUDIES REVIEW 
Journal Information 
Guidelines for Submitting Manuscripts 
Authors must be members of NAES when submitting their work. ESR uses 
a policy of blind peer review. All manuscripts are read by at least two 
reviewers who are experts in the area. Manuscripts must not have been 
published previously or be under consideration by other publications. ESR 
seeks manuscripts of 7500 words or less, including notes and works cited. 
Notes and references should be kept to a minimum. Manuscripts must be 
double spaced, using ten characters per inch. Include with each 
submission a separate title page which provides the following information: 
manuscript title; full names of author(s); professional title(s); full address; 
telephone; FAX; and email. Manuscripts must be submitted with four hard 
copies and a 3.5" Windows compatible diskette in Microsoft Word or Rich 
Text format, along with a 100 word abstract and a 50 word biographical 
statement about the author(s). Manuscripts must conform to the Chicago 
Style Manual. Authors who want a manuscript returned should send a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope. Manuscripts should be sent to the 
Editor, Otis L. Scott, Dean, College of Social Sciences and Interdisciplinary 
Studies, California State University, Sacramento, Amador Hall 255, 6000 J 
Street, Sacramento, CA 95819. Telephone: 916.278.6755; email: 
scottol@csus.edu. 
Books for Review 
Books and inquiries regarding reviews should be sent to the Book Review 
Editor, Annette Reed, Director, Native American Studies Program, 
California State University, Sacramento, 6000 J Street, Sacramento, CA 
95819 or alreed@csus.edu 
Other Correspondence 
Correspondence that is editorial, concerning subscriptions or news for our 
newsletter should be sent to the NAES National Office, Western Washington 
University, 516 High Street - MS 9113, Bellingham, WA 98225-9113. Telephone: 
360-650-2349, Fax: 360-650-2690, E-mail: NAES@wwu.edu, 
www.ethnicstudies.org. 
Subscriptions 
Membership in the NAES includes ESR and The Ethnic Reporter newsletter, 
published in the Fall and Spring. Annual membership dues are based on the 
following income chart: Up to $24,000: $35, $24,001 - $36,000: $45, $36,001 -
$48,000: $55, $48,001 - $60,000: $65, $60,001 - $80,000: $75, $80,001 and above: 
$85, Institution/Library: $65, Patron: $150, Life Membership: $500, Associate 
Members (students/retirees): Above scale up to maximum of $40. 
Back Titles 
Inquiries should be sent to the National Office. 
Advertising and Permission 
Inquires should be sent to the National Office. 

